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Children in TPPS enjoyed taking part in Christmas Craft Day last week. Reception have been working together to create a Nativity Scene 
(pictured below). They took part in a carousel of activities and enjoyed making a Father Christmas, a ‘rocking’ robin, a Gingerbread Man 
tree ornament and a section for the class Christmas tree, which is displayed in the Pre-Prep entrance. The children had a fantastic day 
listening to Christmas songs, wearing their Christmas mufti and getting in the festive spirit.   MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 7
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As we reach the end of the penultimate week, there is lots of festive sparkle and fun being injected into our 
learning, throughout the whole of the Nursery and Pre-Prep.  

Thank you to all the families who are waiting so incredibly patiently for the recording of the Pre-Prep Nativity parts 
this week.  I do hope that your children enjoyed their very successful performances – the children all did so well to 
remember their words and cues, particularly overcoming the technical hitches and some generally feeling under 

the weather.  Thank you again for your efforts in providing such wonderful costumes.   

As we think about the season of giving, goodwill and Christmas spirit, I wanted to mention again our Pre-Prep charity that we are 
supporting – St Margaret’s Hospice.  If you wish to donate and support this, please follow the link https://www.st-margarets-hospice.org.
uk/donate-now and add Taunton School in the comment box. Good luck to our ‘Mums on the Run’ on Sunday for their Half Marathon 
and their massive support to our fundraising.

It seems appropriate to take this opportunity to publicly thank the catering team for all that they do to feed us all so well, throughout the 
year – this is a particular challenge at the moment, as they have faced new facilities and restrictions around distancing and service.
Next week there will be more photos to share from our Christmas lunches on Monday, our Christingle service next Tuesday and our 
Christmas parties on Thursday and Friday.  

Wishing you all a festive weekend. 
Mrs Louise Leah, Head of Pre-Prep and Nursery

News from Pre-Prep

The Head has his say...
It always feels in this penultimate week 
of the Autumn term that time starts to 
accelerate towards Christmas, and this year 
is no different.  One of the reasons is, I am 
sure, the fact that the children and staff are 
involved in so many amazing events before 
Christmas.  

Earlier this week, we were able to distribute to all parents the film 
of our 2020 Dance show, with around one quarter of the pupils 
in the Prep School involved in one or more of the acts.  Very well 
done again to all of the staff and children who worked with so 
much skill and commitment.  

Amongst the other events which have recently taken place, or 
are about to take place, are the Talented Musicians Concert, the 
Autumn Term Music Concert, the performance by the Years 7 and 
8 Drama club, and the Carol Services.  The Carol Services will be 
streamed live next Friday 11th December, and I hope that a good 
number of parents will be able to enjoy these at the same time 
as your children.  I appreciate that there is a lot to keep up with, 
and I am working with staff to collect up all of these videos and 
put them into one place on our website which will be accessible 
for all to watch at their leisure.  As soon as we have done this, we 
will send out the link to the correct pages.  Although it was not 
filmed, many congratulations also to the pupils in the Years 5 and 
6 Drama club who gave a hugely entertaining performance earlier 
this week.  Very well done to Mrs Brett and the children for their 
impressive efforts.  The pupils and the staff have been working so 
hard on all of these events and I am extremely proud of what is 
being achieved and of the way in which nobody is letting COVID 
hold us back!

In sport, we are continuing to plan varied activities with as much 
competition as possible.  We have been informed that we are able 
to play fixtures against other schools next term, and we are doing 
all that we can to arrange matches against schools who are happy 
to play.

We have been able to have matches for our pupils in one area 
over the last month, with our newly formed Chess team playing 
two closely contested and very enjoyable matches online against 
Milverton Primary.  Good luck to some of our Prep and Senior 
School pupils who are playing in their first online secondary 
schools tournament this afternoon.  Chess is such a good game 
for developing intellectual, academic and life skills:  as the 
grandmaster Tigran Petrosyan once said…..”No one will regret the 
time dedicated to chess, as it will help in any profession”.  If there 
are pupils who are currently not playing chess but who would like 
to get involved, they can contact me on TEAMS or by coming to 
the School Office.

I know how much everyone is looking forward to the activities 
next week including the Christmas Lunch on Monday, our 
Christmas Extravaganza on Thursday, and the Carol Services on 
Friday.  The End of Term Assembly will take place next Thursday.
I hope that all have an enjoyable and restful final weekend of term.  

Andrew Edwards
TPS Headmaster

“He needs to be careful here as 
she can move in any direction...”

https://www.st-margarets-hospice.org.uk/donate-now
https://www.st-margarets-hospice.org.uk/donate-now
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The Week Ahead
Saturday, 5th December 9.00 - 12.00 - Enrichment (Years 3 to 6)

11.15 - 12.00 - Performing Arts Enrichment Programme ‘Mistletoe and Magic’

Sunday, 6th December -

Monday, 7th December 8.30 - 8.55 TPS Weekly Assembly
09.00 - 12.35 - Year 3 Celtic Story Telling with Clive Pig

Tuesday, 8th December 8.30 - 9.00 - N4 - Year 2 Christingle Service

Wednesday, 9th December Vanguard Speech and Drama Exams

Thursday, 10th December Vanguard Speech and Drama Exams
14.00 - 15.30 - Nursery & Pre-Prep Christmas Parties

Friday, 11th December 9.30 - 10.30 - Year 3-6 Junior Carol Service
11.00 - 12.00 - Year 7 & 8 Carol Service
END OF TERM

Pupils in Year 5 have had the opportunity to trial playing the French Horn with our superb horn specialist Miss Alison Wilmshurst.
Here is a photo of 4 of the students in their French Horn lesson – Finn Hogevold, Alexander Duncan, Theo Henderson and Elspeth Craik.

Jayne Hornsby, Head of Music and Performing Arts

Year 5 get musical with the French Horn



4

The Prep & Pre-Prep Courier

What a busy week for Reception children
The Reception children have had lots of fun over the last 
few weeks. They have continued to learn about different 
celebrations, exploring Hanukkah, the Jewish festival of 
light. The children made a Menorah Candle card, St David’s 
star and carefully decorated a dreidel using watercolours. 
Christmas has also arrived in Reception and the children 
enjoyed taking part in their Christmas Craft Day making 
lots of beautiful decorations for the classroom. This 
week, the children have been writing their letters to 
Father Christmas and went on a magical winter walk to 
post their letters. In maths, the children have enjoyed 
exploring money and have been busily buying toys in the 
classroom toy shop, adding the coins together to give the 
shopkeeper the right amount of money. In preparation 
for their Christmas play, the children have been learning 
about the Christmas story and have created a Nativity 
scene display. What a busy but exciting week!

The Reception Team 
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So much excitement for Year 3
Pupils in Year 3 started the festive season on Monday with a thoroughly enjoyable morning of craft creating ‘beautiful birds’ and ‘pesky 
penguins’. With Christmas tunes and a roaring fire (albeit on the screen!) we are all set for many exciting events in the last two weeks of 
term. The Junior Corridor will be transformed into a Winter Wonderland with Year 4 ‘crafting’ on Friday morning. We wish you could come 
inside to have a look - pictures are available on the Year 3 Firefly Page for you. 

The Year 3 Team
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Brilliant Ballerinas
Pupils ranging in age group from Year 2 to Year 11 took their Royal Academy of Dance Ballet exams at the weekend. Filmed in the Pre-
Prep Hall, the footage will be sent to London to be adjudicated by Academy examiners. Here are two of the younger groups looking very 
happy having just completed their Pre-Primary exam!

Diane Turner, Ballet Teacher

It’s beginning to look at a lot like Christmas...
Nine pupils from Years 6 and 7 have been 
making fabric advent calendars in our after 
school club and finished just in time for the 
first of December. 

Jane Burton, Head of English
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Reception get creative on TPPS Christmas Craft Day
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Reception get creative on TPPS Christmas Craft Day
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Spot the Difference
The children in TPPS after school club have been decorating their Christmas tree! Which one do do you think Miss Skeen decorated, and 
which one did the children decorate? We think they are both beautiful!

Year 1 launch into Christmas
Christmas Craft Day saw the official launch 
of the festive season last Friday! The children 
began the day with Christmas Wake Up 
Shake Up. They were joined, via Teams, by 
the rest of the Pre-Prep and Nursery, who 
participated in their classrooms.  Where 
there’s a will, there’s a Wake Up Shake Up!

The Year 1 children worked creatively 
for the rest of the day, making stained 
glass windows, Robin decorations with 
moving wings, ‘counting in fives’ handprint 
Christmas trees, and wooden logs decorated 
with the children’s  beautiful Christmas 
pictures. Our classrooms look sparkly and 
wonderful! We hope you will be able to keep 
some of the special things your child has 
made and enjoy them for many a Christmas 
to come. 

Rachel Lawson, Pre-Prep Teacher
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 House Points

Henry Mico – 3H
Olivia Brackstone – 3R

Rollo Martin – 4C
Theodore Berry – 4F

Emily Rank – 6C
Saffron Masters – 6C

Oliver Hallett – 6C
Freya Brierley – 7W

Edward Foreman – 3H
Aurelia Catton – 4F
Adam Tremear – 4C
James Pullen – 5H
Dulcie Catton – 6T

Chloe Henderson – 6T
Katie Sercombe – 6S

Sophia Heywood – 6S
Monty Wells – 8M

Nuria Mariano Soares da Silva – 8M

Kikandi Applegate – 3R
Caspar Martin – 3R

Kaliyah Charles – 4F
Olivia Day – 6T

Finley Pyke – 6T
Evie Linden – 7C

Heryck Gallimore – 7C
Freya Brierley – 7W
Daniel Griffiths – 8T
Wilbur Grundy – 7C
George Craik – 5H

Eleanor Thorpe – 4F
Eleanor Thorpe – 4F

JJ Wells – 4F
Forest White – 4P

Gethin Jennings – 7W
Maddie Hudgell – 7B
Dylan Holberry – 7B

Zach Pitman – 7B
James Collins – 8R

Gracie Howells – 8R
Ellie Discombe – 8R
Eva Di Capua – 8R
Charlie Vile – 7V

Arthur Wilkinson – 7V
Jack Saxton – 7W
Tom Webb – 8T

Samy Chaganti – 8T
Jamie Foster – 4C

BRONZE

N4 learn about Nativity

SILVER
Lewis Walters – 4F

Nursery 4 have been learning about the nativity story. They have begun to make some beautiful crafts and are getting ready for their 
singing performance this week!

The Nursery 4 Team
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What delightful performances we had on Tuesday evening, listening to our talented musicians from Year 8.
We are so fortunate to have children who are keen and ambitious to be excellent young musicians.

Most of the performers were music scholars but we also had children who are enthusiastic and aim high, working towards grade 5 level 
in their instruments. Well done to all.

Jayne Hornsby, Head of Music and Performing Arts

Performing Arts Concert - Year 8 Recitals

Performers 10th and 
24th November

Tomisin Awofisayo (piano)

Ethan Li (clarinet)

Emily Vernon (singing)

Harry Way (French horn)

Cicely Henry (violin)

Parsa Khawaja (piano)

Christopher Wallacxe (singing)

Carlton Chu (violin)

Nyasha Dzvanga (violin)



12

The Prep & Pre-Prep Courier

A group of Pre-Prep 
Mums have found 
friendship and 
support through 

running together at the beginning and end of the school day. 
We’ve been speaking to Reception Mum Carrie to find out more.

“This term has just flown by with huge support from teachers and 
support staff who have ensured our children have had the best 
possible start at school. As a parent who had been blessed with 
Nursery 4 support during lockdown, I was still very apprehensive 
about my child starting school, particularly during a pandemic 
when there is so much uncertainty.  The absence of the usual 
community school functions means it’s been harder than usual to 
get to know other Reception parents.

“One way we’ve tried to combat this is by forming a running 
group, aptly named Mums on the Run. The school’s Marketing 
Team have created a wonderful logo for us so we can feel part of 
the wider Taunton School community.  The group is bringing us 
together as parents as our children embark on the start of their 
Taunton School journey. In a time when building new friendships 

is more difficult than usual, being part of this group has been 
fantastic and really rewarding both physically and emotionally.

“Having got off to a great start, the second national lockdown 
has meant we have only been able to run in pairs - we often run 
the same route but not at the same time. This weekend, we are 
embarking on personal run challenges to raise money for the Pre 
Prep’s nominated charity – St. Margaret’s Hospice. https://www.
justgiving.com/team/Tauntonschoolmumsontherun

“I am looking forward to the future of our running group and hope 
to welcome more members in the New Year! If you’d like to join  
drop an email to carriechilds81@gmail.com

Christmas at TSIMS
Christmas has come early to The Grange 
this year! On Friday our beautiful Christmas 
tree arrived and the boarders spent the 
evening decorating it. Over the weekend 
they enjoyed a glow in the dark disco 
and a delicious Christmas dinner with 
all the trimmings. Some students were 
experiencing British Christmas food for the 
first time and some of the traditions took 
some explaining – such as crackers, mince 

pies and pigs in blankets!

As some of our boarders are leaving this 
week we had to bring forward our Secret 
Santa gift exchange. On Tuesday afternoon 
we gathered to give and receive presents, 
there were some really thoughtful gifts 
and students and staff alike were delighted 
with their presents. We played some games 
outside in small groups – searching for 

candy canes, building snowmen and the 
present wrapping relay, followed by some 
festive hot chocolate and mince pies to 
keep us warm.

We wish all our friends all over the school 
and all over the world a very Merry 
Christmas!

Mums on the Run!

https://www.justgiving.com/team/Tauntonschoolmumsontherun
https://www.justgiving.com/team/Tauntonschoolmumsontherun
mailto:carriechilds81@gmail.com 
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Meet the School Sous Chef - Neil McKellar
What is your job role?

I’m Senior Sous Chef which means I work with Head Chef Lisa 
Richards in managing and running the school kitchen and catering 
department.

How has the Autumn Term gone so far? What impact 
have the new restrictions had on the catering team?

It’s been tough but rewarding. We are working in a brand new 
state-of-the-art kitchen and can’t use it to its full potential. It’s 
been designed to facilitate a self-serve system, but we can’t yet 
adopt that approach so are serving meals to our students. As 
a team we have adapted and overcome all obstacles and keep 
serving to our usual high standards.

What led you to become a chef?

My parents ran a boarding house and I helped my mum with the 
cooking. I’ve never looked back!

What do you enjoy most about your job?

It’s the people that make my job so rewarding and of course the 
satisfaction at the end of service of a good job done!

What do you find most challenging?

Getting up in the morning (I arrive at work at 5am!), and not 
being able to offer more options because of the restrictions at the 
moment.

How do you ‘switch off’ from your job at the end of the 
day?

Watching TV, metal detecting in the summer and walking the dog.

Quick Fire Questions now...

Favourite Film
Star Wars

Favourite Book
Stephen King – Christine

Hobbies
Metal Detecting

Any Pets
Dennis (a Border Terrier), Jeremy (a duck), Sarah, Salt and Pepper 
(chickens)

Favourite singers/bands
Queen

Favourite TV Programmes
American Pickers, Neighbours

Any Claims to fame?
I was once featured in the Good Food Guide, I’ve made the food for 
a Tefal advert and I’ve served the Queen!
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Book Bingo!
We are now 8 weeks into the 20 week reading challenge given to 
pupils in Years 6-8.  Pupils are challenged to read up to 16 books to 
mark off their Reading Bingo Card by the beginning of March.  Well 
done to two Year 7 pupils, Daisy Greenhalgh and Maddie Berry, 
who have already completed the challenge and are on their second 
round! 

I will be sending out the usual recommended reading list at the end 
of term for some cosy fireside reading over the Christmas holiday. 

Jane Burton, Head of English

Book Bingo Reading Challenge 2020 
 

A book set in a 
different time 

period 

 
 

A book with a 
number in the title 

 

 

A book that has 
been made into a 

film 

 

A book with ‘Boy’ or 
‘Girl’ in the title 

 

 
 

A book with a one- 
word title 

 

 
 

A book that is 
written in the first 

person 

 

A story set in a 
fantasy world 

 

 

A book that features 
an animal in the 

story 

 

A book with a name 
in the title 

 

 

A story written 100 
years ago 

 

 

A book about 
friendship 

 

 

A book that has won 
an award 

 

 
A book 

recommended by a 
friend 

 
 

A book with a colour 
in the title 

 

A book set in 
another country 

 

A book you already 
own 

 

 

Children in Years 3 and 4 were treated to a wonderful half an hour 
of music performed by two of our department’s professional 
performers and teachers. Mr Parsons played the drums and talked 
about his experience in rock bands. Mr Paul demonstrated his 
trumpet playing skills and explained how the sound is made 
on the trumpet. Oscar Coleman in Year 8 also took part in this 
demonstration, showing the younger children his drumming 
skills. Oscar started in Year 4 and is now one of our top drummers 
because of his perseverance and his enthusiasm for his music-
making.

The children were inspired and learnt about the joy of making 
music together. Numerous scientific studies make clear links 
between learning an instrument and developing cognitive skills. 
Children who learn musical instruments not only develop excellent 
coordination and confidence skills but they also have tremendous 
joy and satisfaction when it comes to making music together in a 
band, choir, or music ensemble.

The TPS music department can offer a free taster lesson on almost 
any instrument – we have the staff and the resources to make a 
child’s dream come true when it comes to music. It only takes a 
little bit of confidence and commitment to make the first few bold 
steps, so please do not hesitate to get in touch if you are interested 
in learning an instrument or if your child would like instrumental 
lessons.

Sam Baker, Music Teacher

Drums and Trumpet Demo
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On This Day in History 
Each week, intrepid Year 8 history Detectives research famous and important events which occurred on the same 
day as the TPS Courier is published. 

Joanna Hall-Tomkin, Head of History

First Sunday Paper
by Eva di Capua

The Observer

The first Sunday paper in Britain was established in 
1791 by the newspaper, The Observer and is still active 
and printing copies to this day. It was founded by WS 
Bourne, and is now owned by the Guardian Media 
Group, and is run by the editor Paul Webber. It was sold 
to the Americans in 1976 and in 1981 it was returned 
to British hands when an industrialist, Roland Rowland, 
bought control. 

In 1891 Frederick Beer, installed his wife Rachel 
(Siegfried Sassoon’s aunt) as the editor. This had a 
massive impact because under her control the paper achieved one of its best exclusive pieces about an innocent 
Jewish officer. The story led to the release and pardon of the officer. Rachel Beer was a remarkable woman, and 
she managed to combine editing at the Observer with the same job when she bought the Sunday Times.

Political Influence

In its first century, the Observer was practically a gossip sheet, also where government advertised elections and 
propaganda. However, in the 19th century the paper changed and started writing about the reality of what was 
happening in the world, it wasn’t influenced by government anymore, this showed that the journalists were 
following stories and trying to find out the hidden truth. 

However, it was not until 1948 that the paper became genuinely free from political influence, when David Astor 
was made editor, he turned the paper into a trust-owned non-party publication and helped to establish its 
reputation as the voice of post-war liberal Britain. During this period many famous writers were on the staff, 
including George Orwell, Conor Cruise O’Brien, and Kim Philby.

The Observer now in the 21st century

This Friday the Observer turns 229 years old, this paper started off in a small office in London and has now 
turned into one of the most critical newspapers that is commonly known around the world, with an amazing 
history behind it. 
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Weekly Awards

Learners of the Week

Joseph Lucas - For showing great 
patience and determination to 
accurately plot the field around a 
horseshoe magnet

Aquilla Notaro - For showing great 
pride in her written work producing 
an excellent informal letter

Henry Skittrall - For being ambitious 
and aiming high, producing an 
excellent informal letter

Sonny Mansfield - For producing 
an excellent Tudor map that showed 
great effort, pride and determination.  
Well done Sonny!

Thomas Dutton - For super two point 
perspective drawing in DT

Alice Boyce - For super two point 
perspective drawing in DT

Freya Brierley - For super two point 
perspective drawing in DT

Nicolas Du Toit - For super two point 
perspective drawing in DT

Dulcie Catton - For outstanding 
isometric drawing - super 
presentation

Oscar Leung - For incredible 
observational drawing in Art

Monique Du Toit - For super 
observational sketch and water 
colour pieces

Alex Hewer - For excellent natural 
forms work in Art

Parsa Khawaja - For focus and 
progress in observational drawing in 
Art

Maddie Berry - For excellent natural 
forms work in Art

Stig Lundehn - For a well-structured 
discursive essay, displaying 
perseverance and resilience

Sportswoman/Sportsman
 of the Week

Camille Fournier - For consistently 
high effort and positivity in P.E and 
Games lessons throughout this term

Rollo Martin - For displaying 
positivity and pride in recent P.E and 
Games lessons

Samuel Burns - For increased effort 
and resilience in the House Cross-
Country event

JJ Wells - For showing fantastic pride 
and commitment in his swimming 
lessons with Mr Davidson

23rd November Awards 

Musicians of the Week

Sophia Heywood - For showing great 
confidence and musical skill in our 
recent Performing Arts Café

Citizens of the Week

Grace Gendall - For showing great 
kindness by embracing and driving 
forward charity work through 
generous giving to those in need.

Thomas Gendall - For showing 
great kindness by embracing and 
driving forward charity work through 
generous giving to those in need.

Samy Chaganti - For going out of her 
way to help and offer to do things for 
others, a commendable attribute.

Ben Hatcher - For helping with 
various tasks as a DT leader each 
week and loving his job!

Brodie Davidson - For excellent 
support and encouragement of his 
peers during a biathle

Actors of the Week

Harry Cottrell - For taking pride in 
his dramatic skills and showing great 
positive energy

Dancer of the Week

Isla Moss - For showing skill and 
effort in Dance leading up to our 
performance showcase

Learners of the Week

Matilda White - For super isometric 
presentation drawing

Charlie Vile - For super graphics work 
and excellent architectural design in 
DT

David Bown - For a well-structured 
discursive essay, demonstrating 
perseverance and pride

Conrad Lee - For excellent effort and 
attitude in Maths

What a 
fantastic effort!
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Well 
Done!

Weekly Awards
30th November Awards

Musician of the Week

Grace Gendall - For displaying 
great confidence, effort and skill 
performing for the first time in one of 
the Performing Arts Cafes

Dancer of the Week

Ava Leach - For showing excellent 
commitment to her dance lessons 
and activities, being a great role 
model to younger dancers

Actors of the Week

Isabella Saunders - For showing 
great skill and confidence in her 
speech and drama lessons and 
Performing Arts activities around 
school

Citizens of the Week

Rollo Martin - For always being kind 
and helpful towards others

Jed Ben-Chabaane - For always 
showing lovely manners

Sportswoman/Sportsman
 of the Week

James Collins - For outstanding 
effort over the term in all Games and 
kindness in cross country club

Naisha Anderson - For showing 
positivity and ambition in her first 
week at TPS

Learners of the Week

Samy Chaganti – For excellent and 
insightful work in PRE

Lois Coleman - For an excellent piece 
of work on acids and alkalis

Emily Rank - For showing excellent 
persistence and great pride in her 
presentation during her Maths works

Alfie Davis - For showing great 
improvement and determination to 
do well in Maths

Isobelle Riley - For demonstrating an 
excellent understanding of solving 
equations in our recent topic with 
perfectly presented working out

Oscar Coleman - For outstanding 
work while in isolation

Genevieve Grundy - For consistently 
showing resilience, independence 
and ambition when learning her 
weekly spellings

James Pullen - For consistently 
showing resilience, independence 
and ambition when learning his 
weekly spellings

Olivia Brackstone - For fantastic 
effort in her diary writing in English 
throughout the week

Olive Tarr - For fantastic effort in her 
diary writing in English throughout 
the week

Violet Legg - For her persistence 
in showing and reading time to 5 
minute intervals in Maths

Dylan Simmons - For her persistence 
in showing and reading time to 5 
minute intervals in Maths

Jacob Linden - For a lovely ‘Missing’ 
poster in English, showing both 
ambition and pride

Learners of the Week

Harrison Webb - For a lovely ‘Missing’ 
poster in English, showing both 
ambition and pride

Isaac Tyler – For fantastic effort in 
English

Heidi Martin - For always displaying 
curiosity and ambition with her 
learning in English

Gregory Nicolaou - For excellent 
effort and pride in his English diary 
writing
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SPORT

Cricket Selection Success
Congratulations to all the players who have been selected for the Somerset County Cricket Club’s winter programme following 

last summer’s matches and trials during the half term holidays. The players that have been selected are –

Under 14s – Thomas Ford, William Harvey, Ben Mason, AJ McKay, Kian Roberts and Cole Willoughby

Under 15s – Finn Robertson, Logan Dupont

Under 18s – Ollie Heard, Izzy Hogevold and Joleigh Roberts

As well as county selection Ben Mason, AJ McKay, Kian Roberts and Joleigh Roberts have been selected onto the Elite Player 
Programme (EPP) and have been having sessions at school during the lockdown period. Once lockdown is reduced these sessions will be 
at the Cooper Associates County Ground as well as Andrew Griffiths (Pathway Bowling Coach) and Matt Drakeley (Head of Performance 
Cricket) still coming into school. Above this level Ollie Heard has been selected onto the Potential Somerset Players Programme (PSPP), 
which sits under the full academy programme. As with the EPP programme this will be a combination of school and visiting the cricket 
ground. The county programmes are presently suspended but hopefully they will start soon, meanwhile all these players are attending 
school sessions.

Marcus Trescothick, Taunton School’s Cricket Development staff member, who is presently in South Africa with England, as 
temporary Batting Coach, said before he left “This is excellent news for all the players and it provides them all with an opportunity to 
progress towards their ambitions of being professional cricketers. I enjoyed working with them before I left, I am hearing good reports of 
what they are doing in the school programme and relish the opportunity to see them again on my return, Congratulations to them all!”

These players were joined by 6 cricketers from Year 7 and 8 who have also gained county selections, these players are –

Theo Winsor, Oscar Coleman, Jack Blackwell, Luca Gregory, Peter McGivern and Thomas Gendall.  

Pete Sanderson, Director of Cricket and Wills East Year 10 Tutor
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SPORT
Swimming

Since the latest lockdown started 
swimming has still managed to deliver 60 
swim sessions, about 20 hours a week with 
Head of Swimming Development, Graham 
Davidson, across the whole school.  With 
sessions starting at 6am there has been 
something for everyone across each week. 
Sessions have been challenging, long, 
short, fast and slow! We have worked on 
improving starts, turns, four stroke skills, 
underwater work, pacing skills as well as 
various aspects of fitness. The underwater 
cameras have been busy with swimmers 
able to see what they are doing on the 

large poolside screen and make visible 
progress on all techniques in real time. The 
progress that has been made is significant 
across the school with all leaving this 
period much better technically than at the 
start of lockdown 2.0.

There have been some fantastic 
demonstrations given by senior school and 
prep school swimmers alike.  It has been 
great to see the TPS swimmers look up to 
the senior school swimmers for inspiration 
and bring the Taunton School Swimming 
family together for a focused period, with 
everyone really energised and engaged 
and a joy to work with each day.  

Well done everyone who turned up, 
new faces and old to the pool.

Shaun Winsor, Director of Sport  
TPS

Position Name Time

1 TREMBATH, Zoe 5.04

2 BOYCE, Alice 5.09

3 BLACKWELL, Lily 5.25

4 JOHNSON, Samia 5.31

5 TREMBATH, Laura 5.32

Position Name Time

1 DU TOIT, Nicolas 4.43

2 WINSOR, Theo 4.52

3 DAVIDSON, Brodie T 5.02

4 ROBERTS, Zachary 5.05

5 BLACKWELL, Jack J 5.08

GIRL’S TOP 5 BOY’S TOP 5

BOYS

Cooper 2

Dowell 4

Loveday 1

Roberts 3

GIRLS

Cooper 2

Dowell 3

Loveday 1

Roberts 4

OVERALL

Cooper 2

Dowell 4

Loveday 1

Roberts 3

House Cross Country Results 2020

Position Name Time

1 HANSON, Francesca 5.33

2 READING, Olivia M 5.39

3 ADAMS, Lillia 5.53

4 DU TOIT Monique 5.53

5 HUGHES, Keira 5.54

Position Name Time

1 WEBB, Thomas 4.21

2 COLEMAN, Oscar 4.36

3 COLLINS, James C 4.36

4 AWOFISAYO, Oluwatomisin S 5.05

5 WEATHERILL, Charlie D 5.16

GIRL’S TOP 5 BOY’S TOP 5

BOYS

Cooper 1

Dowell 3

Loveday 4

Roberts 2

GIRLS

Cooper 2

Dowell 4

Loveday 1

Roberts 3

OVERALL

Cooper 2

Dowell 4

Loveday 1

Roberts 3

Year 8

Year 7
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SPORT
Wednesday Sport
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@TauntonPrep@TauntonPrep
TWITTER INSTAGRAM

@TauntonSchool @TauntonSchool

TWEET OF THE WEEK
For up-to-date news, stories  

and announcements

Christmas Hockey Coaching with Will Abell

MICHAELMAS MUSIC CONCERT 
PREMIERE!

WATCH ON FACEBOOK, 19:00 ON 
FRIDAY, 4TH DECEMBER

CLICK HERE

https://www.facebook.com/tauntonschool/
https://www.facebook.com/tauntonschool/

