Prep S chool

COURIER
16th October 2020

		

				

#TAUNTONSCHOOL

A BOUNTIFUL HARVEST FOR
FOODBANK

TPS pupils have been supporting Taunton
Food Bank and the local community in
these challenging times. Pupils responded
amazingly to our decision to donate our
Harvest gifts to the Taunton Food Bank,
in order to help our community in these
unprecedented times. They donated a huge
array of tinned goods, including those
items specially requested by the Food Bank;
custard, hot dog sausages and vegetables!
Year 8 School Leaders accompanied me
to the Food Bank, where we were able to
meet staff and have a talk about the work

carried out to help those in need – all safely
socially distanced of course.
I would like to thank all parents and pupils
for their huge generosity. The Food Bank
staff were extremely grateful for the
support. In these challenging times, a
strong sense of community is invaluable to
us all.
Joanna Hall-Tomkin
Assistant Head Pastoral
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The Head has his say...
It is hard to believe that this is the last Courier before half term, and we can be so grateful of the fact that we have
been able to provide a virtually uninterrupted education for all of our children since the start of September. Thank
you to all parents, pupils and staff for your tremendous efforts in making our school work to such a high standard
over the past two months.
Although the past six and a half weeks have shot by, the pupils and staff have achieved so much together. Last
Friday, in the Harvest Festival, we enjoyed some wonderful singing by the choir and thank you to all pupils and
parents who donated so much food and drink, all of which will be very much appreciated by those most in need in our local community.
On the games field, our teams have been enjoying their matches and all of our Year 4 pupils have this week been rehearsing and filming
their play called ‘Wiz Wham Alakazam’. We look forward to seeing the film after half term. Other recent highlights include a live webinar
interview for our sports scholars with Sir Alastair Cook, and a ‘yellow day’ in aid of MIND, the mental health charity.
On Wednesday evening, I hope that our Year 8 pupils and parents enjoyed the ‘Bring on Year 9’ Information Evening’ run by the Senior
School. Last summer, of seventy-six pupils who finished Year 8, seventy-five moved into our Senior School to be joined by approximately
twenty-five Year 9 newcomers. It is lovely for our pupils that they do not lose friends as they move up the school and that new joiners
enter the year group to add new friendship opportunities. As well as ensuring that pupils at the top of the Prep School enjoy a smooth
transition into the Senior School, we are committed to making sure that parents have all of the information they need to feel very
confident about the years ahead.
It has been lovely to see how happy the Year 8 pupils are to be appointed to be a leader in an area of school life (chosen by them). We
have Digital Leaders, Performing Arts Leaders (Music, Drama and Dance), Science Leaders, Art Leaders, Design Technology Leaders,
Librarians, Chapel Leaders, Sports Leaders and Eco Leaders. We also have Junior Leaders who will be spending time supporting and
befriending our pupils in Years 3. In addition, the eight Heads of Houses, the Boarding Captains, the Head Boy and the Head Girl all have
important leadership roles and meet regularly with the SMT and me, providing them with the opportunity to work in partnership with
their peers and senior management for the good of the school community.
These roles for our Year 8 pupils give them all the opportunity to develop leadership skills, to pursue their interests to a deeper level, and
to develop a special relationship with relevant staff. Year 8 pupils have access to areas during break which are not open to Year 7 and
below, and they read regularly in Chapel. We believe strongly that the best time to transfer into our Senior School is at the age of 13.
During their final year in TPS, as well as taking on leadership roles, our pupils spend an increasing amount of time using Senior School
facilities and being taught by Senior School teachers (including our shared elite sports coaches). It is the best of both worlds and it is
a joy to see our children maturing into self-assured, confident and mature individuals, ready to work, play and socialise alongside the
young adults of the Senior School.
I hope that you all have a very restful and enjoyable weekend, and then a great half-term break.
Andrew Edwards
TPS Headmaster

News from Pre-Prep
I cannot quite believe that this is the last courier article of the first half of term. What a six weeks it has been, with
so many happy, confident and settled children, with their new and established friendships. The Year 2 children
also seem so particularly settled and very grown up at times.
Another lovely week in the Pre-Prep drew to a close last week with our Harvest celebrations in the Chapel. Thank
you to all of you who have so kindly donated to the Food Bank charity, based here in Taunton. I am sure that your
donations will be put to good use and there are a number of local families and individuals being helped through your generosity.
You will have received your child’s Christmas artwork by now. Please can you complete the order and return this by Wednesday 21st
October. The proceeds from this will go directly to the PTA.
After half term, we return to a busy November with remote Parent Consultations taking place the week commencing 16th November
2020. Further instructions on bookings and accessing these meetings will be published at the end of October.
Finally, a big thank you from me to everyone working and running the Holiday Club. I hope that you can also enjoy some of the half term
break with your wonderful children.
Mrs Louise Leah
Head of Pre-Prep and Nursery
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Harvest Service brings in the goods for Food Bank
Our new Chaplain Eliza led the annual harvest service in the
Chapel. Her message was to be thankful for the plentiful food we
have in school and she told the students a little about the work of
Taunton Food Bank for which they brought in donations of food. As
the students placed their donations at the front, the choir
performed a beautiful rendition of ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful.’

The Week Ahead
Saturday, 17th October

9.00 - 12.00 Enrichment (Years 3 to 6)

Sunday, 18th October

-

Monday, 19th October

8.30 - 8.55 TPS Weekly Assembly
9.00 - 12.00 Year 2 Forest School Morning

Tuesday, 20th October

08.35 - 17.00 Year 3 Trip to Carymoor Environment Trust

Wednesday, 21st October

Half Term commences (end of day timings, club and prep as usual)

Thursday, 22nd October

Nursery and Pre-Prep Holiday Club

HALF TERM 22ND OCTOBER TO 1ST NOVEMBER
Sunday, 1st November

Thone boarders return (supper 18.30)

Monday, 2nd November

Day Pupils retrun
8.30 - 8.55 TPS Weekly Assembly
Hockey Sevens Fixtures

Tuesday, 3rd November

16.15 - 17.00 Music Recitals

Wednesday, 4th November

13.45 Hockey Sevens Fixtures
14.00 Hockey Sevens Fixtures
14.30 Hockey Sevens Fixtures
15.00 Hockey Sevens Fixtures

Thursday, 5th November

-

Friday, 6th November

8.35 - 9.35 Remembrance Service
9.00 - 12.00 Year 1 Forest School
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Thone House: Quality time in the countryside
I can hardly believe that half-term is almost upon us! Life in Thone remains as vibrant
and happy as ever and the children are enjoying all that life in the house has to offer.
Last weekend saw us all set off for an afternoon of fun and laughter on the ‘Football Golf’
course. It is safe to say that some were more skilled than others but that everyone enjoyed
the opportunity to spend some quality time together surrounded by beautiful
countryside. A pit stop in the café afterwards allowed for us all to refuel before heading
back to school for some free time and the customary roast dinner. With just five sleeps to
go until half-term we are all looking forward to the opportunity to rest and unwind before
returning for another action packed and enjoyable time ahead.
Katherine Wells, Head of TPS Boarding and Houseparent
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Number Bonds Come Naturally
The Year 1 children took their maths lesson outside at Forest School. They collected 10 items from the woodland floor and arranged
them to make, and record, number bonds to 10. Excellent Natural Number Bonds, Year 1!
The Year 1 Team
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Year 2 Ravens are ‘sew’ good!
This half of term the Year 2 children have been busy making raven toys. First everyone
learnt to sew using Binka and colourful wool, and then the newly found sewing skills
were put to use to sew around the edge of the felt ravens. The children stuffed their
ravens, sewed up the hole and then finally attached colourful eyes and a beak. Everyone
persevered with the task and the children were all so delighted when they eventually
completed their toy ravens. With a feeling of achievement, each raven was given a name
and they have all been given lots of love! Well done Year 2. They are all fabulous!
Mrs Brodie and Mrs Cooper
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House Performing Arts Week Competition
The House Performing Arts Week came to an end last week and the TPS
Performing Arts Department has been buzzing with Music, Dance, and
Drama as every class has had the opportunity to perform during our
lessons as part of the competition. We had such a wonderful variety of
performances on so many different instruments reflecting the breadth
of experience in our young musicians. Our magnificent dancers and
actors also took pride in their skill and passion. We even had a special
performance via videolink on Microsoft Teams in one of our Year 8 music
lessons: Nathan performing on his set of Tablas (Indian drums).
It is the participation and the enthusiasm for Performing Arts that is
the most important, but of course we congratulate whole heartedly
the winning house Dowell who collectively earned 53 points in the
competition. The end of our wonderful week was marked by a special
assembly during which a selection of children from across all ages
performed to an audience of Year 8 children. This presentation was
filmed and streamed and can be viewed via this link https://player.
vimeo.com/video/467261173. Congratulations once again to Dowell
House and well done to every child who showed confidence and pride
in their performances.
Sam Baker
Music Teacher and School Organist
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Wiz Wham Alakazam!

Our Year 4 Production this year has been a different experience for obvious reasons. But we are delighted to
be presenting a piece of musical and dramatic wizardry: “Wiz Wham Alakazam!”. It is a magical musical about
teamwork and togetherness. All the children have been diligently learning the words and choreography for
all the songs, as well as their lines, over the course of these last few weeks. Their hard work has culminated
in a spectacular film that is soon to be made available. During this past week, we have polished and put
the finishing touches to the songs, dances and scenes. The costumes and props have brought our show
to life and the experience of making the film has been a new skill and an amazing opportunity to learn
and to enjoy, for staff and children alike. The children and staff have worked incredibly hard in sometimes
challenging circumstances but we have all pulled together to make a stunning and memorable musical
production which we hope you will all enjoy. A special thanks to Dan Coomber and his professional film
company for their work with us, as well as to the Year 4 Form Tutors who have supported and led us
every step of the way.
Mrs Hornsby, Miss Hartland-Mann, Mr Baker
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Performing Arts Café
Well done to all the pupils who performed wonderfully at this
week’s Performing Arts Cafe.
Jayne Hornsby, Head of Music and Performing Arts
TUESDAY 6TH OCTOBER
Lottie Perrone – Cello
Ethan Li – Clarinet
Eva Di Capua – Singing
Charlie Vile – Speech and Drama
Tongfei Deng – Flute
Valentin Bala – Clarinet
Emily Vernon and Eva Di Capua - Speech and Drama
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House Points

TSIMS get Poetic

Bronze
Lewis Walters – 4F
Daisy Challacombe – 7B
Thomas Dutton – 7B

On 1st October the students at The Grange celebrated National
Poetry Day. Exploring the poetic device of rhyme – a key feature
of the English Language which is not shared by all languages – we
looked at Nursery Rhymes. Our juniors created a fantastic Humpty
Dumpty figure using paper and the students competed to design a
“Humpty” picture.

Model Students

Our seniors looked at rhyme and other poetic devices in “The
Owl and the Pussycat” as well as investigating the origins of the
Humpty Dumpty rhyme. For example, did you know that Humpty was thought to be based on Richard III who died at the Battle
of Bosworth – or that it is possible that the “Wall” was his horse’s
name? These are just some of the facts uncovered by our students!

Oscar and Hollie are pictured here with Oscar’s Warhammer army,
plus Harriet with her E-Type Jaguar (this is the first model she has
ever made!) and Gabriel using his new compressor and spray gun
The students also made a fantastic display in our entrance foyer.
to paint his model tiger tank.
Simon Williams, Head of Science
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Meet the Head Groundsman - Mark Joliffe
What does your role at the School involve?
As Head Groundsman, I manage a team in the preparation,
maintenance and renovation of all the sports pitches and facilities
as well as the lawns and gardens
Do you have a ‘typical week’ or is every week different?
What I love about my job is that generally no two weeks are the
same as the team are dictated by the weather, demands and the
variety of sports throughout the year
When did you start at TS and what did you do before?
I started at Taunton School in July 2002. Before that I was Deputy
Head Groundsman at Radley College near Oxford.
What led you into working in Grounds?
I started out as a volunteer groundsman at my local cricket club
where I grew up in Oxfordshire and really enjoyed the work so
much so I decided to make it into a career.
What do you enjoy most about your job?
Summer and the hustle and bustle of a busy cricket season
What do you find most challenging?
Most challenging is juggling the demands of the job and
prioritising work to keep the department running smoothly
Who inspires you?
David Attenborough – I find him inspirational in his beliefs and he
is in touch with reality. The world needs more like him.
What is your most memorable moment or proudest
achievement?
Well I would say that working on my own for 3 ½ months is pretty
memorable during lockdown, also when the school hosted the
Lashings cricket team in 2005 on the Front with Sachin Tendulkar
and Aravinda De Silva playing.
How do you ‘switch off’ from your job at the end of the school
day?
Once I get home, I enjoy going running and reading.
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Quick Fire questions now…
Favourite Film?
The Italian Job (original)
Favourite Book?
A Short History Of Nearly Everything – Bill Bryson
Hobbies?
Long distance running, cricket
Any Pets?
Cat (Eddie)
Favourite singers/bands?
Coldplay, Muse
Favourite TV programmes?
Top Gear, Question of Sport, most documentaries
Any claims to fame?
I have met the Queen and I have helped out preparing the pitch at
Twickenham!
Thanks for telling us about yourself, Mark. The grounds at Taunton
School really are the best around in our humble opinion! You and your
team do a wonderful job.
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#HelloYellow
You may have noticed we embraced #HelloYellow at Taunton School last Friday. Staff and students alike donned their brightest yellow
scarves, tops, bandanas, ribbons and socks to show support and raise awareness for mental health in young people. A great initiative by
Young Minds and just in time for World Mental Health Awareness Day on the 10th October.
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A great start for Reception Classes
What a brilliant first half term it has been in Reception! The children
have fully immersed themselves in ‘The Three Little Pigs’ and have
enjoyed making pig masks, drawing their own story maps and
making their own houses for the little pigs in the woods. Luckily,
they all stood strong as the Big Bad Wolf tried to blow them down!
The children have been busy learning how to form their numbers
in Maths, as well as Harriet’s letters in handwriting. They continue
to be young Scientists and have had fun creating fizzing volcanoes,
tie-dye towels and spaghetti and marshmallow houses.
We have been so proud of how well the children have settled in to
their new classes this half term and wish them a restful half term
break.
Mrs Wallace and Mrs Jenner
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Something fishy going on in Nursery 4
Nursery 4 have been investigating skeletons and bones as part of our ‘All About Me’ topic. We loved meeting Bob the skeleton from the
Prep school and observing animal skulls and a horse jaw! On Friday, Mrs Leah gave us a fish so we could look for bones inside.
The Nursery 4 Team
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Saturday Enrichment
Saturday Enrichment has begun again and we have welcomed
back a large number of children, both internal and external to
TPS, who are enjoying their Saturday mornings being challenged,
nurtured and inspired in the four creative programmes that
are on offer. On the DT programme, the children are busy
undertaking a three week project of designing and building a
bug hotel. Our artists, on the Art programme, are being inspired
by George Bellows’ painting called ‘Men of the Docks’ and are

creating buildings out of papier-mâché, whilst in Performing
Arts, our performers are rehearsing hard for their performance
called ‘Message in a Bottle’ which will be shown as part of the
TYCA festival that is taking place during half term. Our Sports
programmes continue to be popular with the children developing
their skills and playing in their chosen sport of either Cricket,
Tennis, Biathlon or Table Tennis. Please feel free to e-mail Mr
Rowse (james.rowse@tauntonschool.co.uk) to find out more about
the programmes that are on offer and to
enquire about the limited places that are
still available.
James Rowse, Teacher of Year 3
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Celebrating Black History Month
This Black History Month we will be sharing a story each week on social media from our history, our classrooms and our community
which will celebrate Black History at Taunton School. If you wish to contribute towards a story for us to consider then please email
marketing@tauntonschool.co.uk, we’d love to hear from you.

This week our TPS pupils have been learning some
profound quotes from notable speeches in Black
History. Keep an eye on our social media channels
for the video coming to you soon!

Nursery 3 Go on a Bear Hunt
The Nursery team transformed the creative room and made it into a mini bear adventure!

The Prep Courier
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Weekly Awards
5th October Awards
Musicians of the Week
Louis Ayrinhac – For always being
positive in his guitar lessons and making
very pleasing progress
Eva Di Capua – For being ambitious to
do well and to achieve. Eva volunteers
to sing solos in the choir and is always
positive minded

Sportswoman/Sportsman
of the Week
David Bown – For showing excellent
teamwork and ambition in his Games
lessons
Charlie Taylor – For showing a good
effort in Games lessons, resulting in
improved confidence and decision
making

Citizens of the Week

Dancers of the Week

Freya Simpson – For showing great
kindness and giving her own time to help
others

Emilia Wiggins – For persistently
working hard in the dance sessions and
takes pride in her work

Harry Simpson – For raising a wonderful
sum of money for charity with his family
Oliver Hill – For displaying kindness and
effort in helping the Performing Arts
Department every morning
Alexander Pretswell-Pike – For
displaying kindness and effort in helping
the Performing Arts Department every
morning

Well
Done!

Learners of the Week
Tegan Lake – For going the extra mile in
Science lessons, producing bar charts and
pie charts for food groups
Elena Onesti - For going the extra mile in
Science lessons, producing bar charts and
pie charts for food groups
Camille Fournier – For taking a great
interest and showing enthusiasm in
making a Food Web
Safa Boraei – For taking a great interest
and showing enthusiasm in making a
Food Webs.
Charlotte Perrone – For showing
confidence in drawing conclusions from
results in Science
Harry Cottrell – For a super piece of
creative writing inspired by Roald Dahl’s
book ‘Boy’
Jessica Miller – For fantastic work across
all subjects
Riya Narang – For curiosity and
engagement in the Chapel service
Barnaby Roberts – For fantastic
confidence and effort in all areas of his
learning, in particular his work in writing
a biography in English

12th October Awards
Learners of the Week

Musicians of the Week

Emily Rank – For showing ambition and
a fantastic attitude in her English lessons

Maddie Hudgell – For making enormous
progress in both the clarinet and the
oboe showing great commitment

Monty Wells – For an excellent piece of
writing using many features of figurative
language when describing a bombed
street in English
Lexi Beasley – For fantastic effort in all
her work this week
William South – For very good work
in Geography, showing both pride and
independence in his learning
Adrien Moreau – For creating a very
authentic Tudor menu; fit for a banquet!
Alba Davidson – For a fantastic diorama
of the Mediterranean with labels in
French very clearly explained to her class
– well done!
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Dancer of the Week

Performing Arts Cafes

Dulcie Catton – For always showing
positivity and dancing with confidence

Sportswoman/Sportsman
of the Week
Benjamin South – For showing great
persistence and effort in Games lessons
whilst tackling a new sport
Juliette Machado – For showing much
improved confidence and effort in Games
lessons

Tuesday 22nd September
Tuesday 29th September
Tuesday 6th October
Tuesday 17th November
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YEAR 4 MUSICAL PRODUCTION
Friday 16th October

Musicians

Talented
Musicians’
Recital
Tuesday
3rd November
4.15 p.m.
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