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COMIC RELIEF SUPERHEROES

Reception had lots of fun becoming
Superheroes in aid of Comic Relief. The
children designed their own superhero
capes and masks, took part in a superhero
dance and zoomed around the playground
practising their superhero pose. A lot of fun
was had by all!
The Reception Team
TPS marked Red Nose Day with their
own celebrations. More on Page 3

More photos on page 3
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Cooking up Wartime Rations
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And plenty more....
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The Head has his say...
Yesterday morning, we held our
End of Term Assembly and I always
have particular pleasure in handing
certificates to pupils who have obtained
the highest Attitude to Learning grades
in their year group. It is possible for
every pupil to score very high Attitude to Learning grades,
irrespective of how easy or how hard they find the work.
Having celebrated those with the highest grades, I will over
the Easter Holidays be looking at the grades in more detail
with a view to identifying those pupils who have managed
to make significant improvement in their grades since the
Autumn term. I will be acknowledging their achievement at
the start of the Summer term. We also awarded certificates
to pupils who gained the most Rolls of Honour in their
Forms and, here again, Rolls of Honour can be won by pupils
of all attainment levels since they are awarded by staff to
pupils who have produced work which is excellent for the
individual concerned.
During the course of this year, I have been delighted to give
out Amazon vouchers to pupils who have successfully met
the Reading Challenges which Mrs Burton and our English
teachers have set. These challenges do much to foster
the all-important habit of reading for pleasure, and we are
working hard to continue to embed the culture which we
want at TPS of every child having at least one reading book
on the go all of the time. It feels a bit of a battle sometimes
when children now have the ‘easier option’ at home of
playing, socialising or surfing on their devices, but we are
determined to do everything that we can to win this battle.

News from Pre-Prep
We are delighted to
share that we have
been shortlisted for
‘Pre-Prep School of the
Year 2021’ by TES.
This is a tremendous achievement. Well
done to all of the Pre-Prep team for their
hard work.
Mrs Louise Leah, Head of Pre-Prep and Nursery
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If parents and teachers can work together to challenge,
inspire (and nag!), then we can prevail.
This morning, we had a very enjoyable Easter service which
marked the end of an extraordinary term. It is a term
which nobody will ever forget, starting with the last minute
decision by the Prime Minister not to allow pupils to return
to school after Christmas. It has been a very challenging
time for many, with a significant number of families in our
community having to face great sadness and difficulties. My
heart goes out to those families. At the same time, there
has been much to celebrate, and my sincere thanks and
appreciation go to all of our staff and to all of our parents
for the tremendous commitment and support which they
have given to our pupils. Our boys and girls have achieved
so much in their work, demonstrating great effort levels,
resilience, independence and creativity. They have also
attained high standards in their co-curricular activities such
as music, dance, drama, sport, chess and so much more.
On top of that, much fun has been had participating in the
Friday night quizzes, the House Distance Challenge, World
Book Day and Comic Relief Day.
In short, we can be very proud of how we have all pulled
together to ensure that our children have received their
usual high level of education and care, and I hope that you
all have a wonderful Easter holiday and a very well-deserved
rest from the school routine.
Andrew Edwards
TPS Headmaster
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Comic Relief Fun in Prep
Last Friday, the Prep School enjoyed a fun filled charity day linked
with Comic Relief. The children and staff wore their favourite red
items and took part in a variety of exciting activities throughout
the day. There was a Chocolate Easter Egg raffle with the chance
to win a variety of Easter Eggs and Miss Hartland-Mann led a
fantastic ‘Wake up Shake up’ dance for all to enjoy- even some of
the teachers were showing their moves! The highlight of the day

was certainly the Crème Egg and Spoon race. Two children from
each form ran a highly challenging obstacle course whilst trying
not to break their crème eggs. It was great to see the playground
filled with laughter throughout the day! Thank you to all who
donated to this worthy cause.
TPS Heads of House

Pre-Prep get involved in Red Nose Day fundraising

The Prep & Pre-Prep Courier

4

Year 6 Cook Up Wartime Rations

During the period of remote learning, Year 6 started studying the impact of WW2 on the Home Front in Britain. As part of our
investigations, we looked at the effects of wartime rationing on the shopping habits, daily meals and morale of an ordinary family.
Food rationing was introduced in January 1940 in order to ensure that everyone, whatever their income, received their fair share and
to prevent a collapse of civilian morale due to shortages. It continued until the mid 1950s. As sugar was rationed, children had to be
inventive with their weekly allowance of jam and other sweet products. I remember when I was growing up, my father had me rolling
on the floor laughing when he told me the story of how he and his cousin ran out of jam so improvised and used toothpaste in their
sandwiches instead! They liked it so much, they carried on for much of the war.
Over the past year, we have all, as a result of the national lockdown, experienced a form of modern day rationing. Some essential
items such as soap, flour and, of course, toilet rolls have had restrictions placed on them in shops in order to ensure that everyone
has a fair amount. The impact of wartime rationing in 1940 was significant on the lives of ordinary civilians, leading to the creation of
new cookbooks and recipes produced by the Ministry of Food that encouraged housewives to demonstrate culinary dexterity and
adaptability by making tasty food dishes with only limited supplies.
My challenge to Year 6 pupil was to make either a sweet or savoury dish using only the weekly daily ration, plus anything else that could
sometimes be purchased using the “points system”. It was a voluntary prep, so I was astounded when my weekend inbox filled up on
Saturday evening with pictures of wonderful wartime culinary creations! Below are a few of the tempting treats that the pupils made.
(PS I sampled these ones and not only survived to write this article but actually enjoyed them!).
Val Burnett, Head of PRE and History teacher
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French Fashion Show

This term year 4 have been planning a fashion show linking together their work on sports, weather and clothes. After some great remote
learning work designing wardrobes of clothes and planning sports outfits, it has been great to come back into the classroom to put our
final plans in place and show off our chosen sport and outfits to the rest of the class.
Well done to all of year four for their energy, enthusiasm and fashion planning!

Performing Arts Café
Well done to all
of our fantastic
performers who took
part in this week’s
Performing Arts Café.
Jayne Hornsby,
Head of Music and
Performing Arts, TPS
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Caroline Thorpe
Head of MFL and Teacher of French
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Thone Boarders enjoy Easter Eggstravaganza!
A fun filled and eggcellent
weekend was in store for our
Thone boarders. The weather
was kind to us as we headed (or
should that be hopped) outside
on Sunday for our Easter egg
hunt, complete with signs and
our very own Easter Bunny! The
children were tasked with finding
four eggs each (they were only
allowed to pick up their own
named eggs) this went on for
some time as the Easter bunny
and helpers had been quite
creative with their hiding places!
Bonus eggs were also on offer for
unknown prizes. Lots of frantic searching ensued and Kaliyah was
first to find all her named eggs. The competition was on for our
next winner to include all own eggs plus a bonus egg. To date not
all the eggs have been found!
Once the egg hunt was completed we headed on to Greenham
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for more eggcitement. This involved egg
related games such as an egg and spoon
relay race - winners Miss Beck and Mrs
Whitehouse - and the ever popular, highly
competitive and very messy egg throwing
competition! The victors this time being Mr
and Mrs Wells (the children were rather left
with egg on their faces!)
A cracking time was had by all! It was lovely
to have the children back on site, throwing
themselves into the activities and laughter ringing out across
the field. Tired and happy children were put to bed that evening
having had their fill
of fun, friends, fresh
air and chocolate.
Happy Easter from
Thone!
Pippa Whitehouse Matron
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House Points
GOLD

SILVER

Jessica Miller – 4C
Zachary Roberts – 7W
Samuel Martin – 3H

Ted Maloney – 5H
Chloe Henderson – 6T
Keira Hughes – 8T
Zachary Pitman – 7B
Theo Winsor – 7B
Sophia Odedra – 4P
Caspar Martin – 3R
Olivia Day – 6C
Stig Lundehn – 6T

BRONZE
Parsa Khawaja – 8R

Nursery 4 treated to a Shepherd’s Hut
Nursery 4 would like to thank the maintenance team for their hard work building our amazing Shepherds Hut and mud kitchen. We love
them!

The Prep & Pre-Prep Courier

8

Meet the School Shop Manager - Nancy O’Carroll
What is your job role and which age groups do you work
with?
I run the Uniform Shop which supplies all of our schools, including
TSI and TSIMS. The children start wearing uniform at 2 years old
in the Nursery and there are different styles in Pre Prep, Prep and
Seniors right up to Year 13 (18 year olds) who wear business dress,
but still have our sports kit.

When did you start at Taunton School and what did you
do before?
March 2014, before this I ran a small holiday let business with
cottages in Devon and Cornwall.

Who inspires you?
Joanna Lumley is my celebrity
crush, I admire how adventurous,
funny, kind, beautiful and wellspoken she is!

Quick Fire Questions now...
What do you enjoy most about your job?
I love meeting families when children first join and they are often
nervous and we are able to reassure them what a great, friendly
school we are. And seeing them looking so smart when we have
kitted them out!

What do you find most challenging?
Our suppliers have had more challenges than normal in the last
12 months, but every year we have issues with fabric supply,
lead times, price increases and once we had a delivery of kilts in
a completely different tartan. We try to find as many products as
possible manufactured in the UK, but the bulk still comes from
China and can take 4 months to arrive.

Favourite film
Miracle on 34th Street (the original 1947 version)

Favourite book
Kill Switch by Bill Shaw – the true story of an incredible military
man wrongfully jailed in Afghanistan. He is a man to look up to
and also the father of a friend of mine.

Hobbies
I enjoy cooking and am slightly obsessed with cookery books and
magazines. Fortunately I also like to run, which helps with the
love of good food!

Any pets?
Not at the moment but we will have another Labrador one day.

How do you switch off from work at the end of the day?

Favourite singers/bands

When we lived in Cyprus I met the most wonderful yoga teacher
who choreographs to music and includes elements of tai chi. In
lockdown she went online, so now I able to do her classes again
and they make me feel fantastic.

Keane, Charlie Puth, Jason Mraz and always Simon and Garfunkel.

Favourite TV programmes/series
Any cookery programme and anything about France, where we
hope to have a house one day.

Any claims to fame
I was once on a tv programme, but I am not telling you which one
because I hated seeing myself on screen!
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Music Matters
Do TPS boarders have the same opportunities
as day pupils in terms of Music and Performing
Arts opportunities? Is there dedicated time
and opportunity outside the school routine for
our boarders to practise their instruments and
continue developing their skills? Are boarders
well-represented across a range of Music and
Performing Arts extra-curricular activities within
the school? The answer to all of these questions
is a firm Yes. Boarders play a full part in the life
and routine of our Music department. I run two
practice sessions per week for instrumentalists to
practise with my supervision. Last Saturday, we
had a special Enrichment session for some of the
younger boarders to create rhythms together on
African drums and learn some pop songs on the
keyboards in our music classroom.
For musicians in older year-groups, as they
grow and flourish into independent learners
developing new skills and practising new and
sometimes challenging academic disciplines,
it is vital that their love of music does not
become neglected. This is why our twice-weekly
supervised practice sessions are so important –
and during the weekend, there is also time and
space for them to practise independently as well,
within Thone House.
Meet some of our Thone House Musical Maestros:
Nyasha started playing the violin when she was
aged 6. Now she is one of our leading orchestral
and solo musicians, performing at a high level
in our orchestra and singing in our top choir,
Cantabile. She says, “I enjoy seeing people in
other orchestras older and more experienced, it
encourages me to keep going to reach those high
levels. Looking back, I notice how much I have
improved over the years and it feels good”.
Leila plays the piano and enjoys some of the “fun, cool challenges” of
learning piano pieces and practising scales.
Thomas plays the guitar and cello. “Cello is my main instrument. I love the big range of pitch you
can create on the cello, it has the extremely high pitch sounds and really low too”.
Destiny has played violin since year 4. “Challenges are fun. I love the reward of learning and
performing difficult pieces. My older brother learned the recorder and trumpet, which inspired
me to discover music. Having an older brother is useful as he helps me with my music playing and
understanding. My targets are to learn the guitar and to have a greater understanding of music
theory.
Sophie is our school saxophone star, having reached grade 3 standard over the past 2 years and
performing at a high level in several of our ensembles. She is a very versatile musician, able and
always willing to play the piano and discover new skills as well. “If I want to learn a pop song, I buy the music pages online
and I learn in my own time.”
Ben says, “I’ve played the trombone since I was in year 4. When I finish a piece, I enjoy showing it off to everyone! My target is to achieve Grade 5
soon.”
Sam Baker, Music Teacher and School Organist
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Inspiring work from Year 2 After School Clubs
Since returning from lockdown, Year 2 have had a fun time in their after school clubs. In Wonderful Watercolours the children did still life
paintings of fruit inspired by Vincent Van Gogh. In Ukulele Club the children have had a very jolly time playing and singing.
Mrs Cooper and Mrs Brodie
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Year 2 adventures at Forest School
Last Thursday, Year 2 had a very happy morning at Forest School with their favourite teddies coming too. On arrival, the children set to
work designing and building a home/den for their special guests. Before too long homes were made using natural materials, featuring
balconies, playgrounds, swimming pools surrounded by sun loungers and stable blocks. We even had an estate constructed called Pine
Cone Kingdom! Grand Designs would have been impressed. A lucky look in the pond brought great excitement with the discovery of not
only one but two smooth newts. A drink and a biscuit and some mental maths around the fire pit finished the morning off happily.
The Year 2 team.
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Year 6 Transform Junk into Art
Year 6 were tasked with making a figurative sculpture from junk concentrating on form and proportion in the style of artist Michelle
Reader’s ‘Seven Wasted Men’. Here are some of their excellent creations.
Catherine Cadwallader, Head of Art
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Weekly Awards
22nd March Awards

Word Millionaires
Poppy House – 4C
William South – 4F

Learners of the Week
Myla Tarr - for showing excellent initiative and
confidence in French lessons.
Edward Wreford - for making good progress
in his reading during lockdown and since
coming back to school.
Caspar Martin - for making good progress in
his reading since coming back to school.
William South - for producing a very creative
Ice themed poem, using rich vocabulary
throughout.
Leighton Trickett - for continuing to work hard
in Science even though he remains on remote
learning.
Henry Mico – for great effort in his reading
this week.
Reya Marsh - for thoughtful persistence in
Science.

World Book Day
Competitions
Book in a Shoebox Competition
Winner
Eloise Bennett (James and the Giant Peach)

Writing competition – A Day in the
Life of…
Winners
Edward Foreman (A Day in the Life of Mr Dog)
Gregory Nicholaou (A Day in the Life of Willy
Wonka)
Jessica Miller (A Day in the Life of BFG)
James Pullen (A Day in the Life of Wally from
Where’s Wally)
Zachary Roberts (A Day in the Life of Hercule
Poirot)
Evie Linden (A Day in the Life of Alex Rider)

Citizens of the Week
Bella Vile - for being a kind and caring buddy
to our new pupil in 5H.

Musicians of the Week
Jacob Linden – for showing great
improvement and excellent confidence in his
trumpet playing.
Maddie Berry - for showing excellent
continued development and improvement in
her musical skills, setting high standards.

Actors of the Week
Jonathan Sibanda-Jenkins - for showing
excellent skills in improvisation during Speech
and Drama lessons.
Tom White - for showing excellent skills in
improvisation during Speech and Drama
lessons.

Dancers of the Week
Catherine Tau - for showing excellent
engagement and enthusiasm in dance
activities.
Daniella Hudson - for showing excellent
engagement and enthusiasm in dance
activities.

Jack Saxton – for persistence in Science.

Ellie Lawrence - for being a kind and caring
buddy to our new pupil in 5H.

Emma Mason - for showing excellent
engagement and enthusiasm in dance
activities.

Nyasha Dzvanga – for an excellent demo of
pitch and amplitude in Science using her
violin.

Olive Tarr - for being a good friend and
making sure that children in her class have
someone to play with.

Sportswomen/Sportsmen
of the Week

Lexi Beasley – for writing an excellent ice
poem.

Namu Gurushankar – for excellent research on
the Speed of Sound in Science.

Oscar Sanderson - for high levels of leadership
and effort in Sport and PE.

Grace Brake – for pride, creative and
imaginative menu inspired by Beowulf.

Eleanor Thorpe - for continued kindness,
respect and teamwork in all PE and Games
lessons.

Well
Done!
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