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MORE INSIDE

'CHOCOLATE HEAVEN'

NEXT TPS COURIER: 14TH FEBRUARY 2020

  Chinese New Year 
Weekly Awards 

Performing Arts Cafe 
Sport News 

SEE PAGE 15 The week of the Year 2’s long awaited trip to Cadbury 
World had finally arrived and on Tuesday, twenty eight very 

excited pupils and their teachers boarded the brand new coach at 
sunrise. We set off up the M5 in good spirits and, after a swift stop at Gloucester services, 
arrived at Cadbury World in good time for our ‘Bean to Bar’ workshop. We found out so 
many interesting facts: Did you know that all of Cadbury’s chocolate in Europe is made 
from cocoa beans grown in Ghana? The Cadbury factory makes chocolate 24hrs a day, 364 
days a year and produces 3 million Freddo Frogs every day!  

MORE 
IMAGES ON 

PAGE 6

READ MORE ON PAGE 6
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by Andrew Edwards

Academically, we have paid 
particular attention since September 
to embedding our Key Skills and 
Literacy Policy into all of our teaching 
and learning.  During the Autumn 
term, we focused on the development 

of a wide range of reading skills including inference, 
skimming, scanning, understanding questions, using 
dictionaries, reading for meaning, and reading for 
pleasure.  We also spent 4 weeks before Christmas 
looking specifically at improving further the active 
listening skills of our pupils.  Our current focus is 
on widening vocabulary, since we know that the 
acquisition and command of vocabulary is key to the 
quality of learning across the whole curriculum.  As I 
drop into lessons and look at the pupils’ books at break-
times, it makes me very happy to see our pupils and 
their teachers paying such close attention to these key 
skills, thereby ensuring that we are providing a first class 
academic education. 
Looking at personal development, every pupil 
completed at the end of last term a first self-assessment 
of the year against the 12 values of the TPS Mission.   If 
you have not done so already, please do have a look at 
the relevant pages of your child’s Pupil Planner which 
will show the coloured-in wheel and some targets for 
this Spring Term.  There is excellent advice in the planner 
as to how each of the values can be demonstrated, so 
please do take a look at those in order to enhance your 
understanding of our aims in relation to the TPS Mission.
In sport, it is a good time to mention the tremendous 
pathways which benefit all of our pupils from Nursery 

and Pre-Prep to 6th Form.  We are particularly pleased 
with the excellent progress which our pupils make 
during Years 7 and 8, and it was wonderful to hear that 
our Year 9 girls won the Regional Championships in 
Bournemouth last Saturday, qualifying for the nationals.  
Two of our Year 8 girls were selected to play in that 
Under 14 competition, and some of our Year 8 boys 
have been playing up a year for some of the rugby and 
hockey fixtures this year.  Being one school, on one site, 
with outstanding sports staff working across both the 
Prep and Senior Schools, is a powerful structure which 
provides excellent development for our pupils.  Also 
in sport, congratulations to all of our swimmers who 
performed so strongly in the County Championships 
last weekend (which are continuing this weekend).  
Very well done also to our Prep School pistol shooting 
team, which came fourth in the National Finals, and to 
our riding team which has qualified for the National 
Schools Finals at Hickstead in May.  We also gave an 
excellent account of ourselves in the Regional Table 
Tennis championships at Plymouth and at the County 
Cross-Country Championships last weekend at Yeovil.  A 
superb effort by all of those children and staff! 
Finally, if you have friends who are considering joining 
the school in any year group, please do encourage them 
to come along to the Open Morning tomorrow morning 
or to make contact with our Admissions Manager, Mrs 
Harvey. 

 I wish you all a very enjoyable and restful 
weekend. 
  Mr Andrew Edwards, Headmaster

As we head into February, the 
buzz around the Pre-Prep has continued 
to be one of simmering excitement 
this week and what better time to visit 
Cadbury’s world than the month of 
January.  Adding to the excitement of 
the whole adventure was travel on the 
NEW school coach with a very excited, 
happy bus driver.  Thank you to Wayne 

for taking the rather bouncy Pre-Prep children on their visit.  
Please do look at the Year two article included and the photos 
of their day.  Thank you to the Year two team for planning 
such an inspirational trip, the classrooms are certainly buzzing 
with the children’s writing and follow up activities.  

The children performing in the arts café next Tuesday 
are also busy practising their pieces ready for next week’s 
event.  We have ten children playing their instruments and 
another ten showcasing their Speech and Drama.  If you do 

not have a child performing at this occasion, but would like to 
come along and watch, please do join us in the Centenary hall 
at 3:45pm, refreshments for this event will be served in the 
entrance beforehand.     

Finally, we would like to inspire enquiring minds 
through Communication and Literacy, encouraging your 
children to read for pleasure as much as they are able to.  We 
are therefore launching our Literacy area in the playground 
next week, with blankets and resources for the children to 
continue their learning in the playground.  As staff members, 
we are also going to take it in turns to communicate our 
favourite children’s books.  If you haven’t already shared these 
books with your children, you might want to take a look. 

Have a good weekend.

   Mrs Louise Leah, 
   Head of Nursery and Pre-Prep

NEWS FROM NURSERY AND PRE-PREP

THE HEAD HAS HIS SAY....
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SCHOOL CALENDAR
Saturday 1st February - Friday 14th February 2020 

Saturday 01/02/2020 09:30 12:30 Whole School Open Morning

Saturday 01/02/2020 Enrichment (Years 3 to 6)

Sunday 02/02/2020 Thone House Boarders: Bowling & Arcades

Monday 03/02/2020 Taunton Festival of the Arts: Piano Classes, Gwyn Williams 
Room

Tuesday 04/02/2020 Taunton Festival of the Arts: Piano Classes, Gwyn Williams 
Room

Tuesday 04/02/2020 Taunton Festival of the Arts: Brass and Woodwind 
Classes,

Temple Methodist 
Church, Taunton

Tuesday 04/02/2020 Year 3 Trip to the Roman Baths

Tuesday 04/02/2020 15:45 16:45 Performing Arts Café (Pre-Prep)*, Centenary Hall

Wednesday 05/02/2020 Taunton Festival of the Arts: Ensemble Classes, Temple Methodist 
Church, Taunton

Thursday 06/02/2020 Taunton Festival of the Arts: String Classes, Temple Methodist 
Church, Taunton

Thursday 06/02/2020 Year 3 STEM Morning, DT Room

Thursday 06/02/2020 18:00 19:00 Simply the Best: A performance by the Music, Drama & 
Dance Scholars*, Centenary Hall

Thursday 06/02/2020 19:00 20:30 "Natural Solutions" - an introduction to essential oils - 
talk for all TPPS parents*, TPPS Hall

Friday 07/02/2020 Taunton Festival of the Arts: String Classes, Temple Methodist 
Church, Taunton

Saturday 08/02/2020 Enrichment (Years 3 to 6)

Sunday 09/02/2020 Thone House Boarders: Wookey Hole Caves

Monday 10/02/2020 Taunton Festival of the Arts: Vocal Classes, Temple Methodist 
Church, Taunton

Tuesday 11/02/2020 Taunton Festival of the Arts: Vocal Classes, Temple Methodist 
Church, Taunton

Tuesday 11/02/2020 09:30 11:30 Nursery 4 Winter Walk @ Hestercombe

Wednesday 12/02/2020 Taunton Festival of the Arts: Vocal Classes, Temple Methodist 
Church, Taunton

Thursday 13/02/2020 Taunton Festival of the Arts: Choir Classes, Temple Methodist 
Church, Taunton

Thursday 13/02/2020 08:35 09:00 Year 2 Sharing Assembly*, Centenary Hall

Thursday 13/02/2020 Choirs perform at the Taunton Festival of the Arts 
Music competition, Queen's College

Friday 14/02/2020 Year 4 visit from Alex Hibbert, Artic Explorer 

Friday 14/02/2020 Half Term commences (end of day timings, Prep and 
Clubs as normal)



4

www.tauntonschool.co.uk 

       CHALLENGE                                          NURTURE                                           INSPIRE

The Pre-Prep and Prep Courier

'HARRY THE PIANO' IN CONCERT AT TAUNTON SCHOOL

25TH FEBRUARY 2020

TAUNTON SCHOOL THEATRE @ 7PM

ADULTS £8  CHILDREN £3

Tickets available:  
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/tauntonschool

THE BEST DARN PIANIST IN THE CIVILISED WORLD.’ - JONATHAN ROSS

We are delighted to welcome a world renowned Pianist to Taunton School this term.  During the afternoon 
of his visit ‘Harry the Piano’ will be running interactive student workshops with a number of Taunton School 
musicians.  Following on from this from this he will perform an evening concert in our school theatre alongside guest 
performances from workshop pupils.    

Tickets are now on sale for the evening concert, and we hope that you are able to join us for a truly unique 
experience.  Harry’s extraordinary talent and breath-taking creativity have earned him a reputation as one of the most 
gifted improvising pianists in the world.  Celebrities and critics alike have lined up to shower him with praise.  No 
other musician can spontaneously reinvent Michael Jackson in the style of Mozart, recreate a night at the Groucho 
club through the TV themes of its actor members, and improvise a seamless medley of audience requests ranging 
from James Bond to Shostakovich via West Side Story.  

An unmissable evening of musical entertainment.

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/tauntonschool
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SATURDAY ENRICHMENT
The Spring term has got off to an amazing start with nearly 90 children attending the 5 Enrichment programmes. In 

Art, the pupils are experimenting with pattern and texture which is the theme for the Spring term. On Saturday, they used a 
paper stencil technique to create a variety of outcomes utilising the positive and negative shapes they had produced. They 
experimented with shape and colour and were challenged to think about the composition of their work and how shapes and 
colour interact. Layering shapes and colour were played with and through trial and error the pupils created some fantastic art. 
The children were introduced to print making which they investigate throughout the term learning processes of creating a 
collograph print and a linocut print.  

It is not too late to come along and join in the fun.  Please contact Mr Rowse for further details. 
 
           James Rowse, Year 3 Teacher

@TauntonPrep

@TauntonPrep
TWITTER

INSTAGRAM

@TauntonSchool

@TauntonSchool

FACEBOOK

TWEET OF THE WEEK!
For up-to-date news, stories  

and announcements
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YEAR 2 VISIT CADBURY WORLD
Our visitors’ tour, after a quick packed lunch, had many highlights including a ride on the colourful ‘Cadabra’ experience, 

writing our names in liquid chocolate and eating delicious melted chocolate with our choice of toppings. Our final treat was 
spending some money in the Cadbury gift shop before we climbed back onto the coach laden with bags of chocolate! We 
arrived back to school in the dark, full of excitement to tell our families all about our wonderful Cadbury World experience. 

             Year 2 Team



7

www.tauntonschool.co.uk 

       CHALLENGE                                          NURTURE                                           INSPIRE

The Pre-Prep and Prep Courier

CHINESE NEW YEAR
The children in Reception have all enjoyed celebrating Chinese New Year. They took part 

in a carousel of activities which included making a blossom tree, a lantern, a drum and a rat. In 
the afternoon, they sat down in their ‘Chinese Restaurants’ and enjoyed tasting noodles, spring 
rolls and prawn crackers. 

They were very determined when trying to use their chop sticks!

 
     Chantelle Wallace and Kirsty Jenner, KS1 Teachers

DANCE SHOWCASE
In Jazz lessons, preparations have begun for the dance showcase that will take place on Thursday 27th January at 

4:15pm in the Centenary Hall. The Pre-Prep children are very excited to be working towards their show, which will include items 
from the ballet, jazz and country dancing groups. 

Lovely to see the Year 3 boys continuing with their dance classes this week.
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NEW BIKES
A new year sees a new fleet arriving at 

Taunton School. Both children and staff alike have 
gratefully received the exciting addition of not just a marvellous, new coach but also a collection of brand new bikes! 
The Spring term welcomes a flash of yellow to the Pre-Prep playground, as our children enjoy navigating their sparkly, new 
bikes, scooters and trailers. Whether they are just popping to the shops, replicating a service vehicle or heading to work, the 
bikes are a well-loved, and well-used, part of their day here at Taunton School.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the PTA for their support with the purchase of five new bikes and Mr 
Glaser for the purchase of 19 new bikes plus a trailer.

With a thank you also going to our hardworking Maintenance team, who took the time and effort to not only build the 
bikes for us – but to take them for a test drive, too! 

BIRDWATCHING
The Year 1 children have been learning to identify some garden birds for 

Birdwatch week. They took their binoculars and bird-identification guides to Forest 
school last Friday and spotted a number of birds and small animals. They listened 
carefully to all the different birdsong they could hear. The children built safe, warm 
nests using natural materials, in the woodland. As part of our topic, 'Out of Eggs', the 
children have been learning about the different species that hatch from eggs. They 
have tried to guess what will hatch from the mysterious egg we found in the woods 
behind our classroom! The children also painted beautiful observational drawings 
of birds. 
       The Year 1 Team
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WELL DONE 
TO ALL 

AWARD WINNERS!

HOUSE POINTS

SILVER
Parsha Khawaja-7W 
Ben Goddard – 7B

BRONZE
Samuel Davies – 8G

Thomas Ford – 8G

Frey Lant – 8G

Jasmine Porter – 8G

Daniel Griffiths – 7C

Faris Quartly – 7C

Gregory Klimczak-Gange – 7C

Eric Wang – 5H

Katrina McAllister – 7C

Christopher Wallace – 7C

Gabriel McCarthy – 7W

Forest White – 3R

Sonny Mansfield – 3R

Daisy Greenhalgh – 6S

Jack Blackwell – 6S

Brodie Davidson – 6S

Lola Tarr – 6S

Citizen of the Week

Bobby Saunders for being a fantastic 
friend to a new pupil in his form.

Kian Roberts for demonstrating 
outstanding leadership in his role as a 
Junior Leader, especially at wet break 
times.

Learners of the Week

Sophia Powers and William Davidson 
for demonstrating improved focus and 
curiosity this term.

Sportswoman of the Week

Catherine Tau for her effort, positivity 
and teamwork in Netball.

Sportsman of the Week

Jack White for showing great effort in 
his Cross Country run on Saturday and 
gaining selection for the County team 
a year early.

Performing Arts of the Week

Zachary Roberts for his excellent 
performance in the Railway Children 
at the Brewhouse taking great pride in 
his role.

WEEKLY AWARDS
20TH JANUARY 2020
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HOUSE POINTS
 
 

BRONZE
Emily Chorley – 8R 

Poppy Tull – 8R 
Poppy Crouch – 8R 

Rakhym Tilekkabylbek – 8R 
Leon Perdikaris – 7V 

Alfie Chio – 6S 
Atul Gudsoorkar – 6S 
Broghan Bartlett – 5S 

Tilly Coomber – 6T 
Frankie Hanson – 7C 

Jayden Mills – 3R 
Henry Woodley- 4P 
Alex Duncan – 4P 
Elspeth Craik – 4P 
Kiki Anderson – 4P 

Alexander Church – 4P 
Lois Coleman-6K

Sportswoman of the Week

Isabella Saunders for her effort and 
persistence in Games lessons.

WEEKLY AWARDS
27TH JANUARY 2020

Learners of the Week

Sophia Odedra for demonstrating 
curiosity in our Swords and Scandals 
topic.

Ben Leahy for a thoughtful postcard 
exploring the experience of 
passengers on board the Titanic.

Alex Leach for showing excellent 
dedication to his English and 
Humanities work making strong 
progress as a result.

Cicely Henry, Sophie Carruthers, 
Ellie Discombe, Parsa Khawaja and 
Eva Di Capua for excellent Pop Art 
clock final designs in DT taking great 
pride in their work.

Leo Gulliver and Gabriel O'Mahony 
for an all-round academic commitment 
and excellent scholarly attitude.

Henry Woodley for producing an 
excellent piece of descriptive writing 
in his English lessons aiming high and 
trying his best.

Learners of the Week

Zachary Palmer for making an 
excellent start in Maths; working really 
hard and taking great pride in his 
work.

HOUSE POINTS
 

SILVER
Tomisin Awofisayo-7W  

Matilda White – 5S 
Xavier Flay – 6T 

Lily Blackwell – 6K 
Zoe Trembath – 6K 
Sami Hallett – 7V 

Eva Di Capua – 7W 
Sami Hallett – 7V
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'WE THE CURIOUS'
To augment their studies in Science and DT, the pupils 

in Year 6 went to We the Curious, Bristol for the day. The visit 
started with a show entitled ‘Light Fantastic’ during which 
they saw demonstrations on how light is produced, how it 
travels and how it is seen.  
There was plenty of engagement from the audience and no 
shortage of volunteers to help out with the experiments. 
After lunch there was a workshop called ‘Innoventions’. This 
introduced the ideas of levers and pullies and included the 
opportunity to lift Mr Ashmore and Mr Williams using just one 
finger. The workshop culminated in a Furbie-feeding free-for-
all using catapults (a video clip is currently available on the 
school social media).  
The remaining time was spent exploring the exhibition hall 
and having a go at all the interactive displays. It was a great 
day out and the pupils were excellent ambassadors for TPS. 
 
        
                    Simon Williams, Head of Science

Year 6 have been experiencing a bit of bake off themselves during their Food Technology lessons; producing baked 
wraps, home made pizzas and with bread cobs to come! Big thanks to Chef Turner for guiding them through the processes! 
 
           Simon Ashmore, Head of DT

YEAR 6 FOOD TECHNOLOGY
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ECO CLUB SPRING PREPARATIONS
Eco club have been very busy since returning from the Christmas break. We continue, weather permitting, to set up a 

stall selling our produce (bird and bat boxes, honey comb, jars of honey, apple juice). This generates funds which allow us to 
purchase/replace equipment and disposables.

We have been putting in place some of our nest boxes. It is important to get these in place early, as many mall birds 
have been prospecting for nest sites for a few weeks now. They should always be placed facing away from the prevailing wind, 
so the opening points north east. 

A lot of effort has been going into preparing our beehives for the spring. We have been cleaning frames, ensuring that 
they are disinfected and ready to receive new foundation. We have been given a very generous donation of a bee hive and 
equipment from Mr and Mrs Vickery which will allow us to now run three school hives!

A rewilding project of Uppers, Lowers and Foxcombe is ongoing due to the care of the ground staff under the watchful 
direction of Mark Joliffe. This will hopefully develop into an ongoing project that the Eco club will get very involved with (owl 
nest boxes, bat boxes, plant and animal surveys, bug hotels and signage), so watch this space! 

Many thanks as usual to OT and parent Jonathan Lawton and Mr McCarthy for their ongoing expertise and selfless 
support.

           Tom Raven, Science Teacher
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PERFORMING ARTS CAFE
21ST JANUARY 2020

The first Performing Arts Cafe of the Spring term 
got underway last week. There were a variety of excellent 
perfomances shown to teachers, family and friends.

Well done to all students who took part! 
 
Posy Phelps 
Singing – Grandfather Clock 
 
Alex Chuch 
Piano – Spanish Guitar  
 
Frey Lant 
Trombone – Coques et Moules   
 
Tommy Greenhalgh 
Piano – Egyptian Level 
 
William Davidson 
Violin – Drunken Sailor 
 
Emelia Cooke 
Piano – Lancer 
 
Daisy Greenhalgh 
Speech & Drama – Invisible Friends  
 
Freya Simpson 
Violin - Andante 
 
Jamie Abbott 
Piano - Allegro 
 
Sophie Carruthers  
Saxophone – Polka 
 
Cicely Henry 
Violin – Allegro Moderato 
 
Jonny Sibanda-Jenkins 
Singing – Where is the love 
 
Tomisin Awofisayo 
Piano – Minuetto 
 
Nyasha Dzwenga 
Violin – Portsmouth 
 
Forest White 
Harp – Serenade 
 
Matilda White 
Violin – Allegro - Vivaldi
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TPS CHARITY- HELP AUSTRALIA
Next week, from 3-7th Feb, TPS will 

be asking pupils to bring in silver coins 
and place them in their House Jars outside Mr Coleman’s 
Office, at break and lunchtimes. We are raising money to 
support various wildlife projects, who are helping to care for 
the thousands of injured Australian animals who are victims 
of the terrible bush fires.

We have decided to make it a House competition…..
which House will triumph?! 

The competition reflects one of the messages of the 
TPS Way;

“We are kind”.

 Joanna Hall-Tomkin, Assistant Head Pastoral

PERFORMING ARTS CAFE
28TH JANUARY 2020

 
 Connie Burton 
 Piano – Trampoline Jump 
 
 Eleanor Onesti 
  Violin – Romance   
 
 Benjamin Machado 
 Piano – The Eerie Canal 
 
 Elspeth Craik 
 Violin – The Boat to Inverie 
 
 William Davidson 
 Piano – Trainride  
 
 Finty Gallimore 
 Violin – At The Fair 
 
 Emma Mason 
 Singing

 
 Ethan Li 
 Clarinet – Sicilienne 
 
 Emily Vernon 
 Singing – Matchmaker 
 
 Poppy Treanor 
  Violin – Spring by Vivaldi  
 
 Oscar Baker 
Clarinet – Theme & Variation by Weber 
 
 Ruby Cottrell 
 Violin – Old Joe Clark 
 
 Sophie Carruthers  
 Saxophone – Farewell to a Fox 
 
 Freya Simpson 
 Violin – Allegro Moderato
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BUCKFAST ABBEY EXTRAVAGANZA
Recently, the whole of Y8, together with Mrs H-T, Mr 

Burnett, Mrs Coleman, Mr McCarthy, and Mr Mansfield spent a 
busy but reflective day at Buckfast Abbey.  
We took part in the very thought provoking RE:Connect 
experience, where amongst other things, we were challenged 
to consider our views on different faiths, world poverty, the 
big questions, who we really are, charities and our place and 
role as a “global citizen”. We were really made to think about 
how we might and can, shape events. Pupils thoroughly 
enjoyed all the activities and time within the “matrix” really 
flew by! 
We also had the unique opportunity to “interview” one of 
the resident monks, who follow the Rule of St. Benedict, via a 
superb new interactive display, entitled, “The Monastic Way”. 
In History we have studied the life of monks and completed 
role plays on the dissolution of the monasteries during the 
reign of Henry VIII. Buckfast Abbey was itself dissolved in 1539 
and then re founded in 1906, so pupils relished the chance to 
find out about monastic life in 2019. We were intrigued to hear 
about the history of the Rule of St Benedict and that actually, 
monastic life has changed remarkably little…but some monks 
are on Facebook and occasionally use mobile phones! 
This was excellent as it complimented perfectly the work we 

have been doing in History, centred around the dissolution of 
the monasteries in England between 1536-1540. It also linked 
with topics in PRE and PSHE. 
We had an opportunity to visit the beautiful abbey , entirely 
built by hand by six monks at the turn of the twentieth 
century. Buckfast is the only Abbey in the country to have 
been rebuilt, following its dissolution in the sixteenth century, 
when it fell into ruin. A remarkable achievement. There was 
an opportunity for quiet reflection and many pupils took the 
time to sit and think, or to light a candle in memory of a loved 
one. 
Finally, we took part in discussions about the role of the 
UN and played a game highlighting its’ 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals, such as Zero Hunger, Climate Action and 
Quality Education for All. During the day there was also time 
for a visit to the monastic gift shop, where the sweets proved 
very popular! 
My thanks to all the pupils and staff, it was a wonderful 
“learning outside the classroom” experience for all. Both 
the Abbey staff and members of the general public, 
complimented us on the excellent behaviour of our pupils.

               Joanna Hall-Tomkin, Head of History
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SHAKESPEARE PORTRAIT COMPETITON
Pupils in Years 3-6 have entered a Shakespeare Portrait competition which is being run by the Shakespeare Birthplace 

Trust.  Winning entries will be displayed at The Lowry in Greater Manchester, with art from well-known children’s illustrators. 
Also in an online exhibition hosted on the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust website, and in a travelling exhibition to libraries across 
England. 
  These pictures are a selection of some of the entries. 
           Jane Burton, Head of English

500 WORDS COMPETITION
The UK's largest story writing competition is back 

for its tenth year!  BBC Radio 2’s annual 500 word story 
competition is now open! 

We would like to encourage as many pupils as 
possible to submit a 500 word story by the deadline – 27th 
February 2020 – and will be promoting this in English 
lessons next week. Pupils in Years 1-8 will look at some of the 
resources available and listen to the stories written by some 
of last year’s finalists. 

Stories can be submitted by your child’s English 
teacher or can be entered yourself at home (entries must be 
submitted electronically).  
 
We look forward to reading  lots of imaginative and exciting 
stories – the only rule is that stories must be no more than 
500 words in length. Please see posters around the school 
for more details or have a look at the website   
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00rfvk1

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00rfvk1
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AMAZING AIRFIXERS
The photo shows the Airfix/Warhammer club in session this week. The boys are busy making a variety of models and, 

at the same time, demonstrating many of the TPS Mission values including resilience, persistence, independence and pride. 

                        Simon Williams, Head of Science

TABLE TENNIS FINALS
Following their successes in the country rounds of 

the competition TPS sent down an U11 and U13 Boys teams 
to Plymouth on Sunday to represent Somerset against the 
county winners from Dorset, Devon and Cornwall.  The U13’s 
finished 3rd in their group securing a win over Cornwall.  
The U11’s reached the semi-finals with wins over Devon and 
Dorset.  The standard of the play was outstanding and many 
of the matches that were lost went to the 5th and final set.  
With many of the boys able to play in next year’s competition 
they all now have a clear and aspirations of the achievable 
standards they need to reach if we are to progress to the 
South West Finals. 
 
U13 Team    U11 Team 
1. Harry Wadsworth  1. Jake Maloney 
2. Samuel Billing    2. Brodie Davidson 
3. William Harvey   3. Alfie Chio 
4. Leonidas Perdikaris  4. Joshua Smith

 
    
 
 
   Shaun Winsor, Director of Sport
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THONE HOUSE
Prior to the Exeat – which saw children spending 

valuable time with their families, friends and guardians – the 
children thoroughly appreciated a weekend of trips and 
activities, balanced with free time at ‘Home in Thone’.  
Following enrichment and fixtures on the Saturday, the 
weekend perhaps truly began with the Thone House tradition 
of ‘The Chaplin’s Challenge’ whereby the children, armed with 
£1 each, were challenged with the task of purchasing the best 
value item in Chaplin’s – a local store. Stig was the elected 
winner, having purchased a photo frame, whilst some boys 
showed clear entrepreneurial spirit in pooling together their 
money to purchase larger quantities of confectionery! Other 
items purchased included calendars and sparkly stationery. 
Saturday evening was officially Film Night; with many of the 
girls’ nails painted, tuck at the ready and votes cast for film 
choices, the Year 8s watched The Nutty Professor whilst the 
Year 3–7s opted for The Parent Trap – a film that I first watched 
in 1998, when in Year 7 myself, and now thoroughly enjoyed 
by the Year 7 girls in Thone! 

Sunday morning, although rather frosty, was glorious in the 
winter sunshine and a welcomed break from the West Country 
drizzle! A pyjama breakfast in the house – and, later, the 
infamous school brunch – ensured the children had ample 
fuel for the day ahead. Whilst the younger boys were busy 
making dens and playing with Lego in the Boys’ Lounge, and 
the Year 7 and 8 girls creating dance routines in the Boarders’ 
Lounge, others headed outside for a morning of free play 
and activities, including table tennis and football; preps were 
completed sometime in between! A trip to Brean Splash on 
Sunday afternoon saw the children having a fabulous time 
together, playing games in the swimming pool and making 
the most of ‘The Disco Slide’, which the children reported to be 
significantly faster than ‘The Rainbow Slide’!

Back in the house, phone calls to parents, shoe 
polishing and dorm tidying was the focus of all activity. The 
introduction of a termly pizza prize for the tidiest dorm has 
been somewhat of a springboard for action for many! 
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NETBALL
U8 NETBALL 4 SCHOOLS FESTIVAL

On Monday 27th January, the U8s enjoyed their first 
introduction into Bee Netball. The girls played alongside 
students from King’s Hall, Wellington and Queen’s and it was 
great to see their progress throughout the afternoon.

 Well done!

U9 NETBALL VS QUEENS

The sun came out for a great afternoon of netball for 
the U9 teams. The girls played in 3 groups, 5 a-side games, 
rotating positions each quarter. This was a great opportunity 
to experience playing in a variety of roles on the court. All 
teams showed great energy and excitement, working hard to 
find space and put their ball skills into practice. 

Well done to everyone!

U12B NETBALL VS BLUNDELL'S

Some excellent ball skills and tenacious attacking play 
led to a superb victory for the U12B team. The 21 goals scored 
were largely scored in the first half of the match where the 
team dominated the opposition, rarely giving them a chance 
to have any of their own shots at goal! The whole team 
performed well, but particularly note-worthy were Frankie 
Hanson, who never stopped running and marked Blundell’s 
Centre out of the game, Emily Vernon and Ava Leach. The 
game was played in a competitive but friendly spirit. A 
deserving victory.

     Mrs Burnett

U13A BRYANSTON TOURNAMENT

A fantastic start to the netball season for our U13a 
team at the much anticipated Bryanston Tournament. The 
girls demonstrated great skill and determination throughout, 
securing some excellent results. They found their form early 
on in the day, remaining unbeaten in the group stage, scoring 
a remarkable 51 goals in total and conceding just 2! This 
impressive tally of six straight wins saw them qualify for the 
‘Cup Competition’. The semi-final was a tough game against a 
strong Highfield team. Both teams fought hard and couldn’t 
be separated at full time. A period of extra time saw the girls 
dig deep to secure an 8-7 win to take us through to the final. 
The hugely anticipated and well supported final saw us take 
on an experienced Twyford team. Having perhaps peaked 
just a little early, and after an exhausting semi-final, the 
girls couldn’t quite maintain their form and allowed the odd 
mistake to creep in. Twyford monopolised on our mistakes 
and went on to take the win 7-11. They fought tirelessly 
however, challenging their opposition from beginning to end. 
I could not be more proud of how the girls performed and 
conducted themselves throughout the day.  
They were an absolute credit to the school and thoroughly 
deserved their silver medals and second place overall out of a 
total of 28 teams! A truly fantastic start to what hopes to be an 
exciting season.

     Katherine Wells 
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Theo Winsor          1 1

Harry Adams 
(Yr 5)

         3 3

Brodie Davison          5 7

Jack Blackwell          6 11

Emily Miller 7 (1st Girl) 12

Zoe Trembath 8 (3rd Girl) 17

Zachary Roberts        10 19

Gethin Jennings        13 23

Harvey Coleman 
(Yr 5)

       15 25

Finley Pyke (Yr 5)       16 27

Alice Boyce       25 42

Lily Blackwell       26 47

Luca Gregory       28 50

Ben Leahy       30 58

Lola Tarr      34 66

Louie Mansfield      37 74

Laura Trembath     38 76

Katie Sercombe 
(Yr 5)

    39 80

Tilly Comber     41 83

Emily Rank  
(Yr 5)

    48 101

Xavier Flay     55 111

Callum Tremear 
(Yr 5)

    75 168

Jessica Riley  
(Yr 5)

    76 174

Josie Hanson 
(Yr 5)

   83 199

CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS
On Monday Taunton took 27 runners for 

the annual cross country event held at Kings.  
This event is open to all schools in Somerset 
with Queens, Wellington and Kings Hall pupils 
there amongst the other 334 runners.  Due to the 
numbers, pupils were be split into 2 races.  After 
a walk of the course and a thorough warm up led 
by Mrs Coleman the TPS team lined up and were 
ready to go.  In Race 1 there were 157 pupils.  After 
a frenetic start the runners soon settled down into 
longer line and it was pleasing to see so many 
TPS runners towards the front.  Most of the course 
is out of view of spectators so it was with great 
excitement to see the Taunton individuals finishing 
so high up in the order on the finishing straight 
and running with real speed and determination. 
      
 Shaun Winsor, Director of Sport

Position Race 1
Overall Finishing 

Position 
(combined Race 2 

times)
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SOMERSET COUNTY SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS
The last 2 weekends have seen the many Taunton school swimmers competing against their peers at the annual county 

event.  Congratulations to all those that managed to even get a qualifying time and swim in this event, as this in itself is a huge 
achievement.  

Chloe Mills-Brown's win in the 50 breaststroke which has set a new county junior record, left her 0.11 away from the 
Olympic Trials Qualifying time which we all hope she manages to achieve before the qualifying window closes. 

The following pupils though reached the next level and managed to qualify for the finals of their stroke within their year 
group.

Saturday

800m Freestyle 
             Frankie Hanson 2nd

Holly Cleverly 7th

Jack Butler 2nd

 

200m Breast 
              Luca Gregory 1st

Charlie Vile 8th

Tom Ford (yr8) 7th

Oli Hallett 6th

 

50m Back 
             Evie Lindon 8th

Jasmine Porter 8th

Chloe Bown 4th

 

200m Fly 
             Katie Sercombe 2nd

Evie Lindon 2nd

Frankie Hanson 3rd

Sunday

400m Free 
             Emily Miller 7th

Frankie Hanson 2nd

Evie Lindon 4th

Sophia Johnson 6th

Skye M 8th

 

100m Back 
             Reuben Thomas 4th

Brodie Davidson 8th

Lica Gregory 2nd

Jack Butler 8th

 

50m Breast 
             Frankie Hanson 5th

Chloe MB 1st

Sophie Johnson 4th 

 200IM 
              Luca Gregory 2nd

Jack Butler 5th

 

100m Back 
             Frankie Hanson 6th

Evie Lindon 7th

Chloe MB 4th

 

100m Fly 
             Finley Pyke 2nd

Luca Gregory 6th

Jack Butler 4th

Oliver Butler 6th

WELL DONE 
TO ALL 

SWIMMERS!
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Join our
Community

Choir!
Where: 
Taunton School Chapel

When: 
Friday at 12:35 for students and staff, Thursday at 7:00pm for 
staff and parents.

What: 
Relaxed opportunity for all to sing and perform John Rutter’s 
Magnificat in concert on March 14th at 7pm accompanied by 
a professional orchestra.

 

e 

 

 

Performing Arts  Cafes 

Tuesday 21st January  
Tuesday 28th January 
Tuesday 4th February 
                     (Pre-Prep) 
Tuesday 25th February 
Tuesday 10th March 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Centenary Hall 4.15pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taunton School are offering Easter Revision Courses for students currently studying GCSE's and A-levels. The sessions 
will be a chance for students to focus on exam technique and provide them with the skills to unpick tricky examination 
questions.

There are a broad range of subjects on offer and students are able to combine either one or two subjects on the first 
course with additional choices on the second course. The courses are well-run and have a proven track record of success. Our 
aim is for each student to reach or exceed their target grades in the Summer examinations.

For more information visit our website: https://www.tauntonschool.co.uk/easterrevision/

Or to register your interest email Revisioncourses@tauntonschool.co.uk or call 01823 703224.

https://www.tauntonschool.co.uk/easterrevision/
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Tuesday 17th March at 11:30am 

e 

FRIDAY 6TH MARCH           6PM                                                                          
CENTENARY  HALL                                                                                                                     
           6 pm                                             Hall 

 

Thursday 6th February   
Centenary Hall – 6pm 
 

Saturday 14th March at 2.30 : TS Theatre 

 

Thursday 6th February   
Centenary Hall – 6pm 
 


