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Well done to everyone who took part in 
House Cross Country on Thursday.  We saw 
the benefits of all the lockdown Strava at 
the beginning of term. It was lovely to see 
big numbers competing and to see the 
house spirit, particularly within the 4x1000m 
relays. Fabulous effort!

Hayley Mortimer 
Director of Co-Curricular and Outreach

Full results and more photos on page 7
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Head’s Up: Looking Ahead
by Lee Glaser

Mr Henderson wrote an excellent article in the last senior 
courier. It was a “welcome back” piece which encapsulated our 
feelings as we felt the joy of being together. And now here we are 
about to head off for the Easter holiday after 12 weeks in which 
the whole community has pulled together again. Lessons, music 
recitals, debates, visiting speakers, scholars activities, drama 
rehearsals and sports practices have been stimulating whether 
online or face to face. Recently though, I’ve loved popping into 
classrooms and nothing is better than the sound of students 
having fun in the sunshine on The Front.

Mr Henderson rightly thanked a number of colleagues 
in his article but I want to give special mention to him and the 
Heads of Department. Since the external exams were cancelled 
they have been working tirelessly to ensure that our students are 
treated fairly and are given lots of opportunities to achieve the 

best possible grades. This work will continue 
throughout the summer ensuring that we 
have the right quality control procedures 
in place to support our decisions. I am 
extremely grateful to them all.

We are all looking forward to the return in April. Some of 
our students were not able to return in recent weeks but we are 
expecting all students back for the summer term ready for all of 
the activities that it brings. Our aim is to enjoy an amazing term of 
hard work and loads of fun.

Have a lovely Easter. Stay safe and I am looking forward to 
us all being together soon.   

Lee Glaser, Headmaster

Taunton School’s Telephone Campaign for alumni is a project to 
phone OTs and connect them with the school – and we need Year 
13 students and recent leavers to work on the project.

This is a great work experience and networking opportunity 
for students and recent leavers to practice skills in marketing, 
communications and negotiation, and to find out about life after 
school and different careers. OTs love to hear what is going on at 
School and will be very happy to share some careers advice.

Many OTs help students at school in a number of ways, including 
by making donations (particularly to help with bursaries), as well 
as with advice, specialist talks and their time. The calls made in this 
campaign will build the ways OTs help students at school now and 
in the future.

We want to build new contacts with the wide community of OTs, 
share students’ stories of their own time here, how school has 
been during the lockdown months and coming back to school this 
year. But we’re also taking inspiration from many other schools 
and organisations who have been phoning their alumni and other 
members of the community during the lockdowns by giving a 
chance to chat, reminisce and feel less isolated.

There will be a full training programme for how to lead these 
conversations and a lot of fun making the calls together in a team 
of other OTs. Follow the links or QR code for more information or to 
apply.

George Cockburn, Development Officer

Summer Job Opportunity

Fantastic work experience
Earn whilst you learn
Join a team of 10 students
Engage with our Old Tauntonian Community
Great networking opportunity
Gain career advice and professional skills

Apply online
 https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Taunton2021/ 

Any questions contact George Cockburn, 
Foundation Officer
community@tauntonschool.co.uk 
+44(0)1823 703 158

Scan here to apply

3 Weeks of paid summer work / 30 July – 19 August
Monday to Thursday evenings, Saturdays 10-5pm and Sunday
afternoons 3-8pm

Telephone Campaign

School Uniform Shop Opening
The School Uniform Shop will be open during the Easter 

Holidays on: 

Tuesday 13th April – 10am – 2pm

Thursday 15th April – 10am – 2pm

Monday 19th April – 2pm – 5pm
We are currently limited to one family unit in the shop at 

a time, but will do our very best to whip through any queues as 
quickly as possible.  If you would like to make an appointment for 
a kit out, please email nancy.ocarroll@tauntonschool.co.uk 

If you know the items you need, you may prefer to email 
or call and we can prepare your order in advance - 01823 703165.

Wishing you a joyful Easter.

Nancy O'Carroll, School Shop Manager

mailto:nancy.ocarroll%40tauntonschool.co.uk?subject=


3

The Senior Courier

Easter in Weirfield

It feels like spring has finally sprung and it was lovely to enjoy some sunshine at the weekend, perfect conditions for the annual 
Weirfield Easter Egg Hunt. Each year the girls enjoy hunting around the school site for eggs and chocolate bunnies of all sizes and this 
year was no exception. The girls had great fun and showed their competitive spirit as they rushed around school and very quickly their 
buckets were overflowing with chocolatey treats! This year Weirfield also decided to try and spread some Easter joy by organising a 
collection of Easter eggs for a local care company ‘Home Instead’. Mrs Hallows, who was previously Housemistress of Weirfield, now 
works for the company and when we heard they were organising a collection for their clients who have had a particularly difficult year 
due to COVID restrictions, we wanted to get involved. In total we were able to donate around thirty eggs which we hope will be well-
received!

Laura Brayley, Weirfield Housemistress

Message from Tracy Hallows of Home Instead:

Until December 2020 I was an employee of Taunton School and had been for the past 19 years! 13 of those were as a Houseparent in 
Weirfield (2001-2014). Following this I was a member of the Educational Progress department, working in numerous departments throughout 
the Senior School but especially in Science. 

Two years ago, a chance meeting resulted in me joining Home Instead on a part time basis, supporting elderly clients who wanted to 
remain at home, instead of in a Care Home, supporting them to be as independent as possible. Home Instead offered me flexible hours and 
I was able to pick up shifts in the evenings, weekends and during the holidays. It was the perfect fix for me and I have met some incredible 
people with fascinating stories to tell.

During the pandemic our CAREGivers were sometimes the only faces that have been seen by some of our clients, as family and friends 
have been encouraged to keep their distance and not to travel. Never before has the importance of our role been more highlighted.

As a result, in December I decided to change direction and join the Home Instead Office Team on a permanent basis. It was a big 
change for me as Taunton School has been such an important part of my life for so many years.

So I became part of the Home Instead Office team in January having been a CAREGiver for 18 months. 

One of our initiatives this Spring was to ‘Be an Easter Bunny..’ We were collecting Easter Eggs for distribution throughout our community 
to those who may otherwise be forgotten. After seeing my Facebook post about ‘Being an Easter Bunny…,’ Laura Brayley, the current 

Housemistress of Weirfield, got in touch and asked if the girls could 
get involved. I jumped at the chance to link my old life with my new 
one. I know about ‘Weirfield House Spirit’ and what the Weirfield girls 
are capable of when they put their minds to it as I have been involved 
in so many, myself, in the past.

Yesterday, I went to pick up their kind donation – and filled my 
car with Easter eggs! 

Home Instead Taunton would like to say a big THANK YOU to 
the fabulous Weirfield girls and hope that we will be able to join forces 
again in the future. Your kind donation has made up one third of our 
total and will put a smile on the faces of so many vulnerable members 
of the community, who may otherwise may not have received one. 
Please accept our gratitude on behalf of them all. A little kindness, 
especially at this difficult time, goes a long way. THANK YOU. Xxx
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Wildlife Photo Competition

Thanks to everyone who entered the Taunton School Wildlife Photographer Competition this year, based on the theme of 
“Seasons”. We had an excellent range of entries and the judging process was certainly not an easy one. However, the top three photos 
have been chosen and congratulations go to the following for these:

1st - Meg Pocock (Y9) - Sunset in Winter (above)

2nd - Jack White (Y9) - Chaffinch in Winter

3rd - Jordan Koatsa (Y10) - Corn and Cassava fields 
in Nigeria during the rainy season

All of the entries will be displayed in the 
Science block next term, so please come down and 
take a look!

Liam Dempster, Biology Teacher 
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Meet the School Shop Manager - Nancy O’Carroll
What is your job role and which age groups do you work 
with?

I run the Uniform Shop which supplies all of our schools, including 
TSI and TSIMS.  The children start wearing uniform at 2 years old 
in the Nursery and there are different styles in Pre Prep, Prep and 
Seniors right up to Year 13 (18 year olds) who wear business dress, 
but still have our sports kit.  
 
When did you start at Taunton School and what did you 
do before?

March 2014, before this I ran a small holiday let business with 
cottages in Devon and Cornwall.

Who inspires you?

Joanna Lumley is my celebrity 
crush, I admire how adventurous, 
funny, kind, beautiful and well 
spoken she is!

What do you enjoy most about your job?

I love meeting families when children first join and they are often 
nervous and we are able to reassure them what a great, friendly 
school we are.  And seeing them looking so smart when we have 
kitted them out!  

What do you find most challenging?

Our suppliers have had more challenges than normal in the last 
12 months, but every year we have issues with fabric supply, 
lead times, price increases and once we had a delivery of kilts in 
a completely different tartan.  We try to find as many products as 
possible manufactured in the UK, but the bulk still comes from 
China and can take 4 months to arrive.
 
How do you switch off from work at the end of the day?
 
When we lived in Cyprus I met the most wonderful yoga teacher 
who choreographs to music and includes elements of tai chi.  In 
lockdown she went online, so now I able to do her classes again 
and they make me feel fantastic.

Quick Fire Questions now...

Favourite film 

Miracle on 34th Street (the original 1947 version)

Favourite book 

Kill Switch by Bill Shaw – the true story of an incredible military 
man wrongfully jailed in Afghanistan.   He is a man to look up to 
and also the father of a friend of mine.

Hobbies

 I enjoy cooking and am slightly obsessed with cookery books and 
magazines.   Fortunately I also like to run, which helps with the 
love of good food!

Any pets?

Not at the moment but we will have another Labrador one day.

Favourite singers/bands 

Keane, Charlie Puth, Jason Mraz and always Simon and Garfunkel.

Favourite TV programmes/series 

Any cookery programme and anything about France, where we 
hope to have a house one day.

Any claims to fame 

I was once on a tv programme, but I am not telling you which one 
because I hating seeing myself on screen!
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SPORT

Rugby took place in games and clubs as an 
option to improve skills, fitness and game 
understanding. Students have worked 
extremely hard since they came back to 
school and have enjoyed great camaraderie 
on the field. Whilst most students were 
back at school, some others were still 
at home like Devrim Tarr and Sebastian 
Dando who managed to play matches in 
Dubai.
 
Sebastian Dando: “While being over in 
Dubai, I have had the privilege to play 
rugby again. I represented my childhood 

club the Hurricanes at men’s level and we 
beat the Jebel Ali Dragons 24-19 in 10s 
rugby. I set up one of the tries and had 
a good game. I also got to play for the 
Hurricanes in the Heartbeat touch league 
which we won. In the final I scored 3 
tries and set up a few. Overall it has been 
amazing to play rugby again and can’t wait 
to play back at school.”
 
Devrim Tarr: ”Playing with the men’s 
team in Dubai was a great opportunity to 
advance my skills as I needed to play to a 
higher level to be able to compete with the 

guys that were much more advanced. I’m 
really fortunate to be able to play rugby 
during Covid-19.”

Well done everyone 
for your hard work 
this term! 

Nic Sestaret, 
Director of Rugby

Rugby

We have had some great success pre lockdown, with three of our 1st XI Boys, Jacob 
Pengelly, Ollie Drummond & Sammy Pratt who have all made the long squad for England 
Hockey U18s, the boys will be re-trialling in 6 weeks to confirm their places in the squad 
once hockey is back. Will Harvey in year 9 has been kept on as a year young U16, he will 
be involved in some training opportunities this coming year. Likewise, it has been great to 
see lots of boys & girls out training and running ahead of Performance centre coming back 
and has been great to have the pitches back being used in all clubs! Next term we hope 
to run some fixtures across all ages to ensure we can catch up on some of the hockey we 
missed.

Elliot Foweraker, Director of Hockey

It’s been a busy time trying to catch 
up on time lost due to lockdown and 
testing. The great joy has been to see the 
commitment and attitudes of the players 
who have attended the outdoor fielding 
and bowling sessions. This week the indoor 
sessions where batting and bowling are 
being enhanced have been very welcome 
and many players looking good! There is 
an extra session after school finishing on 
Friday, the only frustration is having to limit 
numbers but all others will have plenty of 
opportunities in the Easter and pre-season 
sessions. I want to thank all the staff, Mr 
Godfrey, Mr Pring, Mr Wells, Mr Dempster 
and Mr Fowler for giving up the first few 
hours of the holidays to help with Friday’s 
session. It was great news for Mr Trescothick 
getting his well deserved England 
appointment and we look forward to the 
work he will do on Friday evening and into 
the summer. Lastly it has also been great to 
welcome back Somerset CCC coaches back 
for our EPP and PSPP players. Roll on the 
summer and hoped normality, enjoy your 
Easter holidays. 

Pete Sanderson, Director of Cricket

Cricket

Hockey
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Senior Girls
1st Skye McLaughlin (JK)
2nd Imogen Evans (BV)
3rd Imogen Walden (JK) 

Overall teams 
1st Jenkin

2nd Weirfield 
3rd Besley

Senior Boys 
1st Ben Chaffey (ML)
2nd Archie Tyler (ML)
3rd Charlie Way (ML)

Overall Teams
1st Marshall
2nd Evans

3rd Wills East 

Junior Girls
1st Jenkin
2nd Besley

3rd  Weirfield

Winners 
1st  Matilda Ruthen (BS)

2nd  Bella Wells (WR)
3rd  Romane Prud-Hom (TSIMs) 

Junior Boys
1st   Goodland

2nd  Evans

3rd  Marshall

1st  Jack White (GD)
2nd  Finley Halford (EV)

3rd  Jack Pool (EV) 

House Cross Results
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House Cross Country - A Long History

The cross country races which were held yesterday go back 
to before 1911 and are older even than the house system itself 
which started in that year. In the 1900s there had been ‘hares and 
hounds’ races where one group of runners laid a trail for others in 
pursuit, whose aim was to catch them up and ‘capture’ them. These 
were much enjoyed for their excitement and unpredictability.  
The later simple House formula of the winning house having the 
lowest place total of a stated number of runners – often the first 6 
or 8 in each house – is a successful one and has altered little over 
the years.   However the course itself and rules about who takes 
part have changed with the times.   When there were junior houses 
up to the 1970s, for example, every member had to take part 
unless unfit – there tended to be a queue at the Health Centre on 
race day! The event is a great opportunity for each House’s leading 
athletes to show their skill and endurance, drawing the admiration 
of the spectators as they glide seemingly effortlessly past the 
finishing post.  However for the less fit or those coerced into 
running, the event’s ‘marmite factor’  kicks in, and the house cross 
country can become something to dread rather than enjoy!

In early days the course was an adventurous one, branching 
out into the countryside and going either via Bishops Hull or 
covering the area near Hestercombe House. Return was usually 
up Rag Hill and through Staplegrove, a much smaller village then. 
The going could be heavy and hazardous. Of one race in the 1910s 
we read:  ‘The course led across the stream into ploughed fields. 
There were two awkward water jumps near Silk Mills Crossing.’  On 
another occasion it was reported that some boys got ahead by 
swimming the canal.  Health and Safety was in its infancy in those 
far-off days.

As would be expected, the cross country trophies have 
moved around the houses, and all have a few victories to their 

credit. In the senior 
boys’ competition 
Fairwater and Wills 
West  have the 
highest number of 
wins (22 and 18), 
and Fairwater has 
also achieved the 
longest unbroken 
series of six wins, 
from 1976-81.  This 
was also the first 
trophy ever won by 
the Day Boys – in 

1931 - in an era when the boarders dominated school life. Races 
in the girls’ houses began in 1983, and Weirfield (with its former 
incarnations of Murray and Gloucester) leads the field with 17 
wins, an impressive total given the shorter timescale.   One boys’ 
win in 1944  even went to a school evacuated to TS during WW2 
– Eltham College. Eltham and King’s School, Rochester, who were 
both at TS for most of the war years, enjoyed the School’s friendly 
spirit  which invited each to form a ‘house’  and compete on equal 
terms with the Taunton houses.  A few of the latter were reluctant 
participants at times. Back in the 1980s the now closed  School 
House  once surprised everyone by coming first  (champagne 
from housemaster Mr Giles) but more often came last  (nagging 
house assembly from Mr Giles!).   Another time many years ago  
some Marshall seniors had a clever ploy to ferry several unwilling 
runners over part of the course by taxi, but this brilliant ruse 
was later uncovered when, approaching the finish, the runners 
didn’t look tired enough after apparently overtaking some of the 
School’s elite runners.   Another year when the course contained a 
double loop  some boys hid in a small wood, rejoining the second 
lap advantageously, but they were caught out when eagle-eyed 
marshal Mrs Wickham, posted out in the sticks, spotted that the 
tally of runners passing her was too low…

In 2001 a national outbreak of foot and mouth disease 
restricted the race to the School playing fields, and since then the 
hazard  of increased traffic on public roads has prevented a return 
to having large numbers of runners on roads beyond the school 
grounds. So sadly there is no longer the thrill of loping through 
the lanes around Smoky Farm or ploughing up Rag Hill. Now, with 
runners always in view on what is inevitably a tamer course than 
in days of yore, opportunities for bending the rules are greatly 
reduced, so the pranks of the past are confined to distant folklore. 
However the perimeter of the school fields can seem further than 
it looks when you are actually running it!  The Cross Country is still 
a great competition that involves a larger house participation than 
some others, and is a test above all of personal determination. 
On a bright spring day with firm yet not hard ground (as we had 
yesterday), it remains a superb house event.  And this year’s senior 
winners? Jenkin and Marshall, the latter claiming the first four 
places in the race, something possibly no house has ever achieved 
before.  The ghost of the taxi has finally been laid to rest!

John Brown, School Archivist

Lucy Hasell, one of the School's best ever distance runners, well ahead 
as she makes for the finish in a 1990s race.

Waiting for the start: senior boys in 1992

Runners jumping the Lowers stream in 1978


