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Year 12 Syllabus in a nutshell  IB Visual Arts 

Year 12 IB Visual Arts Activities  

Summer 2020 The Year 12 IB Visual Arts students need to challenge themselves by 
using July and August wisely. This term the students have received 
extensive feedback via emails and online tutorials on Teams. In other 
words, acting on this detailed advice is essential.  
 
In order to start Year 13 in a strong position, we recommend that the 
Year 12 IB Visual Art students try to complete as many of the following 
activities as they can before September: 

 

1 Complete the monochrome underpainting for your Frida Kahlo inspired 
self-portrait (i.e. as discussed during online tutorials). 

 

   

2 Produce 2-3 colour experiments in order to decide which colour 
combination/contrast you want to use in your final painting. Make sure 
your choices reflect your personality and the point/message you want 
to convey to the viewers. It is also a good idea to experiment with 
different paints and consistencies (e.g. by using watercolour and/or 
acrylic). Check the washes, textures and intensities: Do they show what 
you have learned from Frida Kahlo’s work? Make sure you review and 
refine the experiments (i.e. they must get better and better). Basically, 
it is crucial that you learn from your mistakes and iron out any 
potential problems before starting the final painting. 

 

   

3 Produce your Frida Kahlo inspired self-portrait and evaluate it in your 
sketchbook. Make sure the painting is the best you can produce and 
use lots of Art specialist vocabulary in your evaluation. 

 

   

4 Research your new artists/artworks in detail and write the next ‘Life 
and Career’ sections for the Comparative Study. Please use the usual 
format/subheadings and cite all the references in the text. Finally, 
remember to produce a consistent bibliography.  

 

   

5 Please analyse the artworks we discussed during the Summer term. 
Remember to use the correct analysis sheet (i.e. the picture analysis 
sheet, the sculpture analysis sheet, or a mixture of both if the artwork 
you are examining is mixed media or an installation). The analysis 
sheets are available on Firefly. Please use lots of Art specialist 
vocabulary and include schematic drawings/extra illustrations which 
support the points you are trying to make. Please cite references in the 
text and add a bibliography at the end. Finally, remember to explain 
what you set out to do at the beginning and what you learned at the 
end. This will help to establish clear links between your written and 
practical work.  

 

 IMPORTANT: 
Please remember that you need to film yourself working on all 
significant tasks (i.e. practical experiments and final outcomes) using 
time-lapse photography. We need to be able to see both you and the 
artwork you are making. 

 

 Enjoy!  

 

 


