S enior S chool

COURIER
21st May 2021

		

#TAUNTONSCHOOL

				

I B AC TI V I T Y W E E K

The week beginning the 10th May witnessed the start of the first ever CAS activity week.
With the Year 13 IB exams cancelled and their diploma finished it was time to round off
their academic studies in celebratory fashion.
CAS stands for ‘Creativity, Activity and Service’ and is at the heart of the IB Diploma. For the
duration of their sixth form life IB students must continually take part in activities which
are creative (such as debating, singing or
drama), activities which are active (sports)
and activities which do good for others
(service).
Monday 10th May saw the students visit
Wimbleball Lake to do some conservation
work with the SW lakes trust; it involved
removing the plastic tubes that are placed on
the ground to protect newly planted saplings
(Service Day 1).
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Head’s Up: A Legacy of Goodness
by Lucy Dillon

As Mr Burnett reflected in the last ‘Heads Up’, the
Coronavirus pandemic has dominated our thoughts and actions
in the past 18 months. As we are all too aware, this disease can
have dreadful physical consequences which has left many of
us bereaved. As we begin to (hopefully) see some light at the
end of the tunnel, we are also starting to realise how much this
Covid rollercoaster has shaken our mental health and perhaps
more significantly, the mental health of our children. ‘Legacy’
is a word that has been widely used in our Chapel services and
assemblies recently. It is interesting to consider the bitter legacy
of this pandemic; in January this year, the charity Young Minds
published survey results which showed that 67% of 13-25 year
olds believe the pandemic will have a long-term negative impact
on their mental health. With the backdrop of Mental Health
Awareness Week, we have been reflecting on how we can make
wellbeing a priority at TS and signpost children who are struggling
to appropriate resources and support services. The pandemic has
affected us all differently; at times it felt distressing, but I now look
back on the first lockdown with rose-tinted spectacles. There was

a ‘newness’ and mutual comradery to the
situation, and I benefitted from the time
and space for quiet reflection, which many
of us long for as life returns to ‘normal’.
When I sat down to plan what Year 10 would
do in their PSHE lessons to mark Mental
Health Awareness week, I reflected on why I look back on Spring
last year so nostalgically and realised it had everything to do
with being outside. This is why Year 10 have been challenged to
design a Wellbeing Garden for the school site; they have carefully
considered design features that would help them to feel calmer
in the midst of an eventful school day. We hope that some of the
designs can be incorporated into imaginative landscaping plans
for the future, so that students who join us will gain another
designated space to smell the roses, listen to the bees and reflect
on their personal journeys. Last week, Reverend Getman reminded
us of the significant legacy of Desmond Tutu, who once said
‘Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of
good put together that overwhelm the world.’ My hope is that
the gardens Year 10 design will help them
to sense that they are part of a legacy and
experience a feeling of joy that might not
seem terribly significant at first, but put
together and made a reality will overwhelm
our school community with goodness.
Lucy Dillon, Head of PSHEE
and Teacher of Art

Year 10 learn from a Sixth Form Expert
Last week, IB student Lena Boraei
delivered a fabulous presentation and led
an interesting activity with a Year 10 English
class. Lena studied early modern witchcraft
trials for her IB Extended Essay and now has
a wealth of knowledge about the injustices
and horrors of the time. Year 10 are currently
studying Arthur Miller’s The Crucible which
investigates the mass hysteria of the Salem
witch trials of 1692. So, who better than our
resident expert to lead a lesson?
Lena prepared and delivered a
fascinating presentation, explaining the
parallels between the facts and Miller’s
interpretation and then led the boys in
an intriguing activity which encouraged
them to consider why certain individuals
were accused and ultimately sentenced to
death. It was a fantastic opportunity for a
memorable learning experience and my
class are very grateful to Lena for her time.
It is wonderful to see older students role
modelling positive learning experiences to
younger learners.
Kate Walters, Head of Educational
Progress
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Year 13 International Baccalaureate (IB) CAS Activity Week
continued from front page...

Tuesday 11th saw the students take part in a cooking competition
in the Prep School kitchen as well as playing games in EAL2 with
Mrs Philips (Creativity Day 1). One group had a ‘bake off’ (prizes
to Kai Smith, Lena Boraei and Edward Cousins) while the other
group cooked up something just like ‘mama used to make’ (Larissa
Stobbart’s mum in fact).
Wednesday 12th witnessed five brave souls take to the water at
Beer as part of their activity day 1 (Kai Smith, Daniel Travers, J-J
Harrington, Ana Alfaro and Makena Nesbitt). The plan was to walk
to Branscombe though the lure of a cliff top game of Rounders
was too much!
Thursday 13th was back to creativity and service. A hardy group
of six removed the invasive plant that is Himalayan Balsam from
Longrun meadow whilst in the afternoon the whole group began
to ‘prepare, paint and plant an area behind the science block.’ With
Lena Boraei and Manu Goncalves at the helm I hope it will be
finished by the end of term!
Friday 14th was back to activity for a mammoth game of Volleyball
and Rounders; the volleyball court was to be utilised later in the
evening during the ‘IB Core Celebration Evening.’ During the IB

Core Celebration Evening prizes were awarded for contributions
to CAS (best overall contributor going to Lena Boraei) as well as
prizes for TOK (the best essay prize went to Daniel Travers) and
Extended Essay (J-J Harrington). In what has been a tough two
years for the cohort it was lovely to see such togetherness whilst
they enjoyed a burger and beer in the Theatre Foyer afterwards.
The last day of the activity week was Monday 17th May. The
original plan was to sail a tall ship though as with most of the rest
of the week the weather conspired against us so we ended up at
Antsey’s Cove in Torquay doing some ‘coasteering.’ It has to be said
that it was a fantastic activity to finish with (especially the final
10m+ jump) though the water was not much warmer than it was
on Wednesday in Beer!
I hope that the Year 13 IB students enjoyed their week though I
also hope that they were taken out of their comfort zones a little as
any good IB student has to take a risk now and again (and reflect
as such)! To the IB class of 2020/21 the school (and I) are proud
of your achievements and we wish you all the very best for the
future! GOOD LUCK and ‘coasteer’ well as you take to the next step
of your journey….
Adrian Roberts, Assistant Head Global and IB Coordinator

https://tauntonvalerotary.org.uk
hello@tauntonvalerotary.org.uk

Taunton Vale Rotary Canal Challenge
….the entire length of the Bridgwater and
Taunton Canal
Date: Sun, 4th July 2021
Venue: Start at Firepool Lock, Taunton
Finish either Maunsel Lock (7 miles) or
Bridgwater Docks (14 miles)

Entry: £5 adult, U16 FREE
Our Canal Challenge is a family fun Cycle Walk Paddle

EMAIL US FOR
MORE INFO

to the Sun and beyond… it is aimed at getting us all together and raising

money at the same time.
- Shuttle bus service back for walkers from Maunsel Lock and Bridgwater Docks.
- Safe road route home provided for cyclists wanting to cycle a Loop.
- Paddlers exit at Somerset Boat Centre. Parking and turning available for buses and trailers.
Donate today or find out more about our Rotary Charities including NightStop and Young Somerset.
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Looking back... Neil Mason reflects on 126 terms of TS
As I come to the end of my 126th
(and last) term at TS, I started to think in
detail about my first term – September
1979. What has changed and what hasn’t?
My first, and perhaps most
important, thought is that when I came to
TS on interview in March 1979, and when I
began teaching here later that year, I found
it to be the most amazingly friendly and
inclusive place to work. I honestly believe
that this has not changed throughout the last 42 years,which says
a great deal about the TS ethos.
As a lifelong music fan it has always amused me that the
most famous pop record of late 1979 was ‘Another Brick in The
Wall’ by Pink Floyd with its chorus of ‘we don’t need no education’.
Of course many, many things have changed and below are
one or two descriptions of life at TS in the late 70’s and early 80’s.
As I drove in to TS in March 1979 for my interview, I noticed
a major building site on the left of the main drive and a building
just about completed to first floor level. This, of course, would
become Weirfield House, opened in September 1979 as two
separate girls’ boarding houses; Murray and Gloucester (opened by
the Duchess of Gloucester).
I began as
a Biology teacher,
rugby coach
and Assistant
Housemaster in Wills
West. In those days
there were no house
tutors; every house
had a Housemaster/
mistress and an
assistant, who
covered all the
duties equally.
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Teaching meant, of course, chalk and blackboards. No
computers, internet or mobile phones. The school owned one
video recorder and a TV for teaching that had to be be pre-booked
and moved around the school by the pupils.
Along with Murray and Gloucester, there were 5 boys’
boarding Houses: School House, Wills East, Wills West, Fairwater
and Foxcombe (now TSI). The 6 day houses were the same as now.
WW was a little more spartan in 1979; with two 16 bed
dormitories and slippers, dressing gown and a towel were the only
items that could be seen in dormitories – no pictures/photos etc
were allowed on show. I must admit to being a little shocked by
this. However, I do think that other houses were not quite so strict!
Long before mobile phones and the internet, the only
way for boarders to contact anyone was by letter or telephone.
There was only one public telephone for pupil use. This was at the
bottom of the stairs in the main building and you can perhaps
imagine the queues and lack of privacy. There were no locks
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Looking back... continued
on any of the bedrooms and some
boys’ boarding houses were not always
locked overnight. School House was in
the main building on the first and second
floor and all the entrances and exits to this
building were always unlocked in term time.
Most TV’s in boarding houses were black
and white at this stage and house kitchens
were a rarity. Pupils attended chapel on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, plus a full
service every Sunday morning. I had the
pleasure of carrying out many roles in my
time at TS but my time as Housemaster of School House between
1988 and 1994 (with the wonderful support of John Brown as my
assistant) will always remain with me as a truly rewarding time in
my career.
There was
very little choice
for sport for boys
or girls in 1979. For
example, boys had
to play rugby at least
three times a week
in the autumn term
and ALL pupils had
to watch the 1st XV
when they played at
home, unless they
were themselves
involved in a fixture.
The sports halls at
TS and TPS had not
yet been built and
the only indoor
facility was the old
gym plus a very cold
outdoor swimming

pool (now the Keeling Pool). The astro pitches were a long time
in the future and hockey was played on a shale pitch, where the
Durrant is now, or in most cases, on grass pitches. A short cinder
track was the only athletic running facility in the summer term.
The parade ground was used as a tennis court (first come, first
served) in the summer term. Transport was very different with only
2 minibuses and a very old Land Rover – no buses at all.
Although the long holidays were much the same as now,
half-term in the spring term did not exist and were much shorter
in the autumn and summer terms. Boarders were only allowed
to go home on 2 weekends each term – school commitments
permitting, and town leave was allowed one day each week.
Life was very different but perhaps a little simpler and less
stressful. I am delighted that my children were educated here and
have benefited from all that they learnt. It is also a real pleasure
to still keep in touch with many ex-pupils from across the years
even though the oldest of them are now approaching 60 years old
themselves!
I am delighted to be able to say that the pupils were a
pleasure to teach in 1979 and they still are in 2021. I certainly
never thought that I would still be teaching here 42 years on but it
has been a privilege.
Neil Mason, Biology Teacher

Taunton School Chess Team
In the past year chess has become significantly more
popular all across the world, through developments in chess
websites offering more exciting and fast paced games to entice
new players, as well as lockdown which drove people to dust off
old chess sets and find a new love for the game, and of course The
Queen’s Gambit which drew attention to the game on another
level.
The chess boom reached Taunton School through houses
bringing in chess boards as an alternative to phone use and to
provide students with something to do, when not allowed in
other houses. A Taunton School chess team was formed out of
the interest of students and through the help of Mr Edwards, the
Prep School Headmaster. The team has seen a large increase in
players since the beginning of 2021. Online chess tournaments
every Friday have allowed the team to play against other students
from different schools in regional tournaments. Every member has
significantly improved over the weeks that we have been playing
and this has reflected in our position as a team in tournaments.
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For example, last week we came 2nd in the Bristol region out of 11
teams and our latest tournament we were 20th out of 35 teams
from across England. Frey Lant had a very good tournament,
coming 6th out of 320 players in the southern tournament.
Not only have we played in tournaments against other
schools, but we have also had our own intra-school tournament
during Easter. These were extremely fun and allowed for friendly
competition as a break from the tournaments each Friday. The
team is relatively small currently with Frey Lant, Bryn Baker,
Michael Hudson, Henry Collins and Mark Eavis competing in the
latest tournament, but with other active members including
Dan Edwards and Jacob Hoyes. We are always looking for new
members interested in playing some tournaments, and maybe in
the future we can arrange an over the board tournament. If you
are interested in playing then go to the lichess website and search
up Taunton School to join.
Mark Eavis, Year 11
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Year 9 Production of The Tempest
On Tuesday 25th May at
6:30pm the Drama Department
warmly invites you all to watch
our live streamed performance of
Shakespeare’s The Tempest. Year 9
students have been working hard
both during the lockdown and
since our return to live lessons to
bring you this highly stylised and
abridged performance of one of the
Bard’s most memorable plays. The
production itself has been directed
by year 12 Drama scholars Woody
Knight and Francesca Leonard with
set design and stage management
by Kara Klimczak Gange. All
production elements were also
created by Year 12 with assistance
from our Theatre Technician Mr
Dunn. Costumes as always by our
talented wardrobe mistress Miss
Lockwood. In a time when live theatre has struggled so much we
are delighted to be able to perform for you once again.

Click this link to watch online. We hope you enjoy the show!
Mel Stamp, Head of Drama and Theatre Studies

Linguists’ Dinner
This year’s Linguists’ Dinner for Year
13 students of Modern Languages took
place on Wednesday 5th May and was a
particularly momentous occasion in that it
was the first event we have been able to run
since last year’s dinner! The annual event is
an opportunity for Upper Sixth linguists and
their teachers to come together as they are
nearing the end of their course to celebrate
and say farewell before their exams. The
evening consisted of a two-course dinner,
a quiz and certificates awarded by teachers
for hard work, commitment and excellent
progress. It was fantastic to be able to
celebrate together again after what has
been an unusual and sometimes difficult
year for our Upper Sixth, and an excellent
evening was had by all.
Dan Chalkley, Head of Modern
Languages
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Meet Sadie Osborne, Head of Chemistry and Science
What is your job
role and which
age groups
do you work
with? I’m Head of

Chemistry and Head
of Science.

When did you
start at Taunton
School and
what did you do
before? I started

here in September
2020 after teaching
at a school in Bruton
and before that
I worked as part
of two university
research groups.

What do you find most challenging? At the moment,
learning the names of masked people and teaching from 2m away.
How do you switch off from work at the end of the day?
By watching a bit of television, listening to BBC Sounds and
speaking to my niece and nephew – they always make me smile!

Quick Fire Questions now...
Favourite film

Heat or G-force…

Favourite book
1984

Hobbies

Reading, listening to music and trying to learn a new language.

Any pets?

Sadly none at the moment….but I am guinea pig mad!!

Who inspires you? Lots of people…my family, my tutees (past
and present), the students I teach and the staff I meet ….people
who find time for others. But the chemists who have inspired me
most have to be Marie Curie, Dorothy Hodgkin, both my A Level
Chemistry teachers and my PhD supervisor.

Favourite singers/bands

What do you enjoy most about your job? When a student

Any claims to fame

or member of staff makes me smile. Also, talking to students after
they have left the school and hearing about the great things they
are doing or have done.

George Michael.

Favourite TV programmes/series
Casualty.

None that I am aware
of….

Safeguarding Webinar
A full recording of Tuesday’s Safeguarding Webinar
for parents of students in Years 6 to 13, is now
available to view online.
Please visit the Parent Portal to get the link.

School Uniform Shop
During Term Time:
Monday 8am – 2pm
Tuesday 10am – 2pm
Wednesday 10am – 2pm
Thursday 10am – 2pm
Friday 10am – 2pm
Ist Saturday of the month 8.30am – 12.30pm
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We are also very happy to take orders and payment over the
telephone and deliver to a student’s area of the school, if parents
find visiting during these hours difficult.
Nancy O'Carroll, School Shop Manager
Nancy.OCarroll@tauntonschool.co.uk - 01823 703165
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International students discuss communication in
mental health-themed assembly
As part of Taunton School International’s student-led
assemblies, students encouraged their peers to keep in touch with
their loved ones during a mental health-themed presentation.
With interactive elements including turning to the student
on the right to ask how they are and taking out their phones to
send a message to a forgotten friend, the pupils were encouraged
to check in with their friends and loved ones who may be
struggling with their mental health.
The presentation featured clips from UK radio host Roman
Kemp’s documentary ‘Our Silent Emergency’ which inspired
students to ‘ask twice’ when asking a friend how they are. The
insightful documentary, which aired on BBC Three, is now used in
schools as part of the PSHE (Personal, Social & Health Education)
curriculum.

Taunton
School’s PSHE
programme is an
integral part of the
curriculum and
embedded in the
ethos of the school.
The aim is to help
students live fulfilled
and happy lives,
to understand the
difference between right and wrong and to develop the skills to
make those judgements. An experienced team of PSHE teachers
deliver the curriculum in an age appropriate way to meet the
needs of our students.
Students are encouraged to speak to a member of staff
or the school’s medical team, who are accessible 24 hours a day,
when seeking support for maintaining and promoting good
mental health. In addition, every member of teaching staff is a
trained member of Mental Health First Aid.
Find out more about Pastoral Care and PSHE at Taunton
School here: https://www.tauntonschool.co.uk/internationalaged-7-18/boarding-pastoral-care/health-and-wellbeing/

Volunteering at the Conquest Centre Riding Stables
In this unsettled year, we’ve heard more and more about people giving up
their time freely and offering to do something for others, and these sixth-formers are
continuing in the same vein. Volunteering, experts suggest, allows you to connect to your
community and make it a better place. It can also benefit you and the cause you choose to
help. Here at Taunton School we offer a wide range of volunteering opportunities, one of
which is helping at The Conquest Centre (riding stables). Here’s a snapshot of what they’ve
been up to…
Jo Chaffey, Teacher of EAL and English, Besley House Tutor
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SPORT
Boys’ Tennis
1st VI match report 8th May
1ST WON 8-1
On Saturday the Boys Tennis 1st VI fought well in tough weather conditions to
convincingly beat King’s College Taunton 8-1 in a round robin format. First pair, Jack
Brimm and Teddy Woolstencroft won all three of their games comfortably 6-0, 6-0 and
6-1. Second pair, Sammy Pratt and Ollie Drummond (on debut), lost a close game to the
Kings first pair 3-6 but then bounced back after an early scare in the second game to win
both 6-2 and 6-0. Third pair, Vaughn Julyan and Joni Shaw (captain), also triumphed in the
windy conditions to win all three games, 6-4, 6-2, 6-2. All round a good day for the team
picking up their first win of the season following the narrow defeat to Canford in their first
match.
Sammy Pratt

Glanville Cup
On Tuesday 18th May, the Boys 1st team faced off against King’s in the semi-final of the Glanville cup. First seed, Jack Brimm, won
his singles game 6-2, 6-1 against Taylor Ingram-Hill. Second seed, Vaughn Julyan, fought hard in his game, to take it to a tie break after
the first two sets finished 6-3, 4-6, winning 10-7 in the end against Findlay Hill. Third seed, Sammy Pratt, fell short in a hard game against
James Rew losing 2-6, 1-6. Fourth seed, Ben Mason, also fought hard to take his game to a tie break after the sets finished 4-6, 6-2 and
eventually winning 10-7 over Dominic Frampton. With a 3-1 lead heading into the doubles we only needed 1 win to go through. Sammy
Pratt and Ben Mason,
fought hard but could
not gain any momentum
losing 2-6, 0-6. But Jack
Brimm and Vaughn Julyan
stepped up to dig deep
in the first set and cruise
through the second
winning 7-5, 6-0, putting
Taunton through to the
final of the cup! Well done
boys in showing exception
grit and determination in
what was a closely fought
contest.
Sammy Pratt
(Captain)

The Senior Courier

10

SPORT
Girls’ Tennis vs Clifton College
Senior girls 1st VI
Another frustrating weekend weatherise meant the fixture was touch and go. After a brilliant first and second round we found
ourselves at 4-4 in matches and 4 games all in the final round of matches. With the girls gathered around to watch, Isla and Julia
managed to hold their nerves, finally closing out a very strongly contested last match 6-4. A well deserved win after some very close sets!
Well done girls!

Senior girls 2nd VI
The girls faced another tough opponent this week in Clifton College but their match-play experience and determination
shine through again with every set a close one and most games going to at least one deuce. Issy Hogevold and Maddy Marsh had a
particularly nail-biting set against Clifton’s first pair but just couldn’t finish it off in the tie-break. Particular mention this week has to go
to Zoe Shadlock and Eloise Taylor who have played gutsy tennis in every fixture and finally had 2 wins this weekend. Although it wasn’t a
win overall the girls once again did us and themselves proud, improving and learning with every game.

Senior girls 3rd VI
Taunton 3rd team played a smaller team than usual with only 2 pairs competing. First pair Rosie and Imogen played some brilliant
shots that neither opponent could return. Both games finished 6-4 to Clifton with a very unlucky final game. Our second pair Esme and
Kara took Cliftons players to the very end with numerous games coming down to the very last point and won against Clifton’s 1st pair. A
brilliant effort by all players in blustery and rainy conditions!

Junior 15s A
The U15As enjoyed the opportunity to avoid Saturday’s wind and rain and play indoors in a highly competitive fixture against a
strong Clifton team. The performance of third pair, Amalie Thomas and Chloe Hims, against much more experienced opponents was
particularly impressive, with a determination to return every shot meaning that they only lost out by a single break of serve to both
Clifton’s second and third pairs. The overall match was similarly closely-contested with a final score of 4-5 in sets and 39-42 in games
leaving the girls frustrated that the match had just slipped away from them in the final round.

Junior 15s B
This was another strong performance from the U15B
team, despite this not being reflected in the score line. Bella and
Charlotte were reunited as first pair and worked well to dominate at
the net. Lily and Hetty enjoyed an entertaining performance as 2nd
pair with strong and consistent ground strokes, returning the ball
well. Jana and Anya played well together putting in to practice the
volleying skills we had developed earlier in the week. With a player
dropping out on the Clifton team, the girls also got try their hand at
playing singles with some close games. A match in which the girls
showed some impressive sportsmanship. Well done!

Junior 14s A and B
Travelling away to Clifton without any sign of a sunny or
dry afternoon in sight put the odds against us from the start this
weekend. However, the U14s showed high levels of sportsmanship
and teamwork as they battled not just their opponents but strong
winds and rain. They all played with focus and confidence as they
tried their best to display some quality tennis. All six pairs worked
well together and its been a pleasure watching their partnerships
flourish week by week. After 3 matches played by each of the pairs,
Clifton unfortunately scraped the win by a narrow margin even
with some fantastic play by the Taunton Girls.
Shaun Carroll, Director of Tennis
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SPORT
Girls’ Tennis vs King’s College
Senior girls 1st VI
Another wet Saturday meant it was touch and go vs the weather. Despite some long discussions we agreed the match should
at least start. The first two rounds were fearlessly contested resulting in a 3-3 going into the final round. With 3 players carrying minor
injuries through we were hopefully that we could still pull off against a very good team. With the other matches finished our number 1
pair found themselves 3-5 and match point down needing a win to secure victory. Despite a huge fight back we eventually lost the tiebreak 7-5.

Senior girls 2nd VI
Despite the somewhat damp weather conditions the girls were keen to play their local rivals. We had a solid squad once again
with Rosie Norman stepping in to partner Verity Windsor as Zoe Shadlock was needed in the 1st team - she did herself and there partner
proud as they fought hard against some difficult opposition, clinching our first win. The first pair of Eloise Taylor and Freya Tyler provided
two solid wins and nearly made it a clean sweep but couldn’t quite close it out. The dynamic duo that is Maddy Marsh and Issy Hogevold
did’t disappoint with some stunning reaction shots, dives and long rallies, also winning two of their sets. All in all this was another gutsy
performance in weather that wasn’t kind. Final result Taunton 6 King College 3

Senior girls 3rd VI
Taunton faced Kings College on yet another very wet weekend, a gap in the rain allowed the games to go ahead and the Taunton
girls to get off to a great start, with a 6-0 and 6-3 win. However, in the following games Kings were quick to score points, not allowing the
opportunity for deuce and the chance of a comeback for Taunton in numerous games. Imogen and Esme were tough competition for
Kings winning two out of three games and unfortunately losing 7-5 on their third match. Kara and Fran also won one of their matches
with a close start but pulling away in the final three sets to win 6-3. Laura and Lucy made good progress throughout their matches, with
a higher number of sets won on each match. The girls were very pleased with their performances in the wet conditions and are looking
forward to playing Kings again for a return fixture.
Final score - Kings 6 - 3 Taunton

Junior girls 15’s A
The U15A team took advantage of a break in the weather to record a convincing 7-2 victory against King’s. The delayed start was
the likely cause of a noticeable lack of intensity on both sides in the first round but we stepped up well after that, putting away winners
rather than just keeping the rally going. Another strong performance from first pair Shailu Srithar and Elle Marsden saw them win their
first two sets 6-0, 6-0 before securing a more challenging and hard-fought 6-4 win against the King’s first pair.

Junior girls 15’s B
Despite the torrential rain and occasionally bouts of hail, the U15B tennis squad rose to victory this weekend in a fixture against
local rivals Kings College, Taunton. Throughout the afternoon, the girls showed their capability to focus on the game and demonstrate
some high level tennis - even with the wind interfering. They all played with determination and confidence as they worked fantastically
with their partners to secure the win. After 3 matches played by each of the pairs, Taunton were crowned winners after an 8-1 win. Well
played ladies!

Junior girls 14’s A
Despite all of the rain the girls were determined to play which goes to show what a good team they are becoming. Tilly and Lucy
played with lots of determination and again, did some wonderful shots from the net. Alyssa and Jasmine were dominant throughout
with some strong forehands. Sienna and Lizzie played well together as a pair in their first matches together, gaining confidence as the
afternoon progressed. Having practiced
certain things during the week ie volleys
and placement they put these to great use
which result in a 9-0 victory. Rightly so the
girls were so pleased and are now looking
forward to this weekends match against
Sherborne.
Shaun Carroll, Director of Tennis
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SPORT
Cricket

The only picture with this report should be one of puddles
and forecasts, Michael Fish has joined the cricket staffing list!
Despite this we have played a few matches.
In the most significant of these the Under 14s travelled
to Sir Thomas Rich’s School in Gloucester for the regional match
which would lead to the winners going to the regional final Vs
BGS. The match was played on a wet pitch so Taunton losing the
toss and being asked to bat could have been a problem. With
the weather rules favouring a team batting second a changed
batting line up was used to accelerate the early run rate. Jack
Burnett succeeded in this task making a swift 20, which included 3
boundaries. Following this the key partnership occurred between
Kian Roberts and Ben Mason. These two played the conditions,
the short boundary and the wind direction with great aplomb as
they put on 82 for the 3rd wicket, Mason was dismissed for 40.
Kian carried on his innings with different partners, Will Harvey
and AJ McKay, but most significantly Oscar Coleman who batted

excellently for a well-constructed 31 in a partnership of 71. After
Oscar was dismissed Kian continued to complete a well-crafted
100, mixing attack, singles and defence before entirely being
dismissed for 105. The tail wagged slightly with Shafin Akhtar
and Brogan Flitton as the innings finished with Taunton being
dismissed for a highly competitive target of 247 off 35 overs.
In reply AJ McKay and Shafin Akhtar set the tone getting
the ball in challenging areas and after a clever field placement
change the first wicket came as the score after the first 8 overs was
28 for 1 and Sir Thomas Rich’s were under run rate pressure. This
increased significantly within a spell of 7 overs for 11 from Brogan
Flitton, who with some better catching would have had wickets
as well. He was ably supported by Oscar Coleman who when
he got his field placement right was able to attack the stumps.
This worked well as he took two wickets in an over, which all but
finished off the contest. All the other bowlers did the job they
were required to do, there were wickets for Kian Roberts, Hugo
Marsden but others also bowled well, Cole Willoughby,
Ben Mason and Jack Burnett. This meant an easy victory
was gained by 127 runs and we move onto the final. Well
done boys.
Out of a possible 22 matches only 2 survived the
weather. These were both the U15s teams who played
on artificial surfaces at Clifton. In the 15A there was the
4th 100 of the season with Logan Dupont achieving
the land mark as Taunton set 195 in 20 overs. This was
unfortunately not enough as Taunton’s bowling depth,
affected by injuries, was an issue but it was an exciting
high scoring match nonetheless. In the 15Bs Clifton batted
first and made 147, there were wickets for Joshua Roffey,
Jack Dayer and Daniel Webber. Taunton did well in reply
with Seb Malley top scoring with 21 and Ethan Salvador,
Hoyden Grinsell and Lewis Frost making double figures.
This week we have revamped houses matches
where we are playing the 60! Goodland and Evans are
present holders so start as favourites but this should be a
very competitive tournament.
Roll on Mr Fish bringing some good weather!
Pete Sanderson, Director of Cricket
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SPORT
Equestrian
Equestrian Team Secure Further Hickstead Entries
On Saturday, in the pouring rain, the TS Equestrian Team
and their trusty steeds braved the elements intent on securing
even more Hickstead qualifications. This was their last chance to
qualify for the prestigious event at the beginning of half term and
they did us proud!
Jess Miller (TPS), one of the team’s youngest members, took
the 70cm class by storm, flying around on her pony to achieve first
place and a fast ticket to the 70cm Eventer’s Challenge next week.
The 80cm was incredibly difficult due to, at times, torrential
rain but the team battled through and ended with some very
respectable placings in a tough class. Emily Miller (TPS) came 7th
and 8th respectively on her ponies Galaxy II and Jessy Wonder.
The rain eased a little as the day went on and the 90cm
qualifier was a great success with several placings and culminating
in Hickstead qualification for yet another team; really well done to
Fliss Gostling, Cecilia Fawden, Emily Miller and Tilly Jacoby-Kelly.
Fliss (on both her horses) and Cecilia both went on to jump
the absolutely huge 1m class and place 2nd, 3rd and 5th therefore
securing a very exciting, if slightly terrifying, 1m class Hickstead
Team.
I couldn’t be prouder of the team for all their hard work
and dedication and wish them the very best of luck at the
Championships next week.
#hicksteadherewecome
Kate Walters, Head of Educational Progress

Rugby
Congratulations Michael Hudson for his selection
with Bristol bears U16 Academy!
From Michael: “On Saturday the 15th of May I was fortunate
enough to captain a Bears U16 side in an internal friendly against
Bears U17s. The 17s, as well as being more experienced, posed a
physical challenge to the 16s. In spite of this, we defended well
and managed to score a couple of tries from interceptions. Overall,
it was good to play again despite the loss”.

The Senior Courier

