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#TAUNTONSCHOOL

END OF YEAR CELEBRATIONS

The last week of term has been a very busy schedule of celebrations, performances
and farewells. Well done to all the children who have achieved so much this year.
This final edition of the courier includes many photos of activities over the last
couple of weeks. Enjoy browsing and we hope you all have a well-deserved summer break.

More Inside
Nursery & Pre-Prep Sports Day
Year 8 Formal Dinner photos
Celebration Ceremonies
Summer Reading Challenges
Sports News
And more....

We wish everyone a restful summer holiday
PREP COURIER
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The Head has his say...
I hope that all of you who were
able to attend our Parents’ Day last
Saturday, either in person or online,
enjoyed the experience as much as I
did. As well as the actual Prizegiving
Ceremony, it was terrific to watch
the showreels which served as such a good reminder
of everything that has been achieved during another
extraordinary year. These showreels are still available by
clicking on the following links:
Work from Years 3 to 5; https://vimeo.com/567385320
Work from Years 6 to 8; https://vimeo.com/567066941
Performing Arts (all year groups); https://vimeo.
com/566630701
I hope that many of you have also enjoyed watching
the film of the Year 8 musical, which is available at https://
vimeo.com/567488880/99b3fe01ae
Yesterday, we enjoyed a very positive End of Term
Assembly, as well as a Year 8 Celebration Service, and these
events gave us all a very upbeat finish to the school year.

team of skilled professionals, who are so able and willing
to go beyond the normal call of duty. Never has this been
more evident than during the last two years as they have
responded magnificently to the challenges of the pandemic.
In September, we will be starting the new year with
another extremely strong team of professionals in our staff
room, and we are in the process of making appointments
to the roles of Assistant Head (Teaching and Learning) and
Head of Educational Progress (Learning Support). The fields
of candidates for these two posts have been very strong and
I will write in due course to parents in order to introduce our
new members of staff.
My last Courier word of the year, however, must go
to our fantastic parents and their children. It has been a
monumental team effort and the strength of our school
community has proved itself to be stronger than ever. I
wish you all a very happy summer holiday and look forward
to seeing everyone back in September, revitalised and
excited for the new academic year.
Andrew Edwards
TPS Headmaster

During my speech on Saturday, I thanked each
and every member of the staff at TPS. You cannot be an
outstanding school without having outstanding staff, and
I feel extremely privileged to work alongside such a strong

News from Pre-Prep
I truly cannot believe that this will be
my final Courier piece for this academic
year. The last sixteen months really have
flown by, with the whirl of all that we
have adapted to both here and initially
online, along with all of the children’s
achievements and successes along the way. The children,
over this time, have been incredibly resilient and worked so
very hard at being really creative. They have also continually
challenged themselves under the guidance of all the staff
and parents involved, in all aspects of what they do.
The children’s celebration performances in front of such a
large masked audience were also super, and we felt very
privileged to be able to hold this event and to say such a
public goodbye to our long serving members of the TS staff.

The Prep & Pre-Prep Courier

The children should definitely be congratulated on all their
efforts over this last academic year. They now deserve a
summer of returning to the new normality and catching
up with family and friends, before all the hard work begins
again in the autumn.
Have a lovely summer everyone.
Mrs Louise Leah
Head of Pre-Prep and Nursery
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Nursery and Pre-Prep Celebration Day
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Nursery and Pre-Prep Sports Day
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Nursery and Pre-Prep Sports Day
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TPS Parents’ Day
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TPS Parents’ Day
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Year 8 Formal Dinner
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Year 8 Formal Dinner
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Year 8 Formal Dinner

The Prep & Pre-Prep Courier

11

Summer Reading Challenges

Extreme Reading

Where is the most original or creative place YOU can
read a book?
Send your photographs to me:
Jane.Burton@tauntonschool.co.uk
by September 8th

Gold and
Silver Reading
Challenge
Every entry
will be put
into a prize
draw in
September

‘Your greatness is not what you
have, but in what you give.’
Over the past year, the pandemic has given rise to the spirit
of charity, community and kindness—with an emphasis placed
on working together and thinking of others. Despite challenging
times as a direct result of COVID-19, it has been fantastic to see the
TPS community raising valuable funds for both local, national and
international charities.
This year, the pupils chose to primarily focus on raising funds
for Love Musgrove, TASC Madagascar, and Drill2Drink. Highlighting
the importance of supporting these charities, approximately
£13,000 has been raised by our pupils for Love Musgrove over the
past five years. It was wonderful to welcome Daniel Varley, Head
of Fundraising at Musgrove Park Hospital, to a charity assembly to
explain how money raised by pupils has had a positive impact. The
School’s donations make such a difference to the Hospital every
year—improving the experience of patients admitted, creating a
comfortable engaging environment, and supporting family and
friends.
All four TPS Houses—Cooper, Dowell, Loveday and
Roberts—joined forces this year for a number of successful Joint
House Charity Days. In addition to supporting the elected charities,
pupils and staff have got behind Children in Need, Comic Relief
and, most recently, the ‘Denim for Dementia’ initiative in support of
the Alzheimer’s Society. In the lead up to Christmas, many pupils,
families and staff donated generous gifts to Christmas Sparkle to
allow children, who would not otherwise, to receive gifts at this
time. Cooper Associates also showed fantastic support in donating
£1,000 worth of presents!
Beyond fundraising, earlier this year, the TPS Council lifted
the spirits of residents and staff at a local care home, Netherclay
House, by delivering cards, artwork and cupcakes. Pupils, parents
and staff also donated a large amount of food and drink for the
Harvest Festival, all of which could go on to be appreciated by
those most in need in our local community. In partaking in the
Captain Tom 100 Challenge, not only were our pupils able to raise
funds for The Captain Tom Foundation, pupils joined the millions of
others across the globe in helping to spread Captain Tom’s message
of hope and resilience.
Thank you to all pupils, parents and staff for supporting this
year’s TPS charities.
Lloyde Pettit, Head of Charities

Gold Challenge
Read one book for every week of the holiday.

Keep a reading record. Write at least one review (200-500 words)
telling a friend why you would – or would not - recommend one of
them.

Silver Challenge
Read one book for every 2 weeks of the holiday.

Rank the books in order of preference and say why you have picked
your favourite and least favourite.
Entries to Miss Lockwood – typed, handwritten or emailed – by
4pm September 10th 2021
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National Award Recognition
We are absolutely thrilled to have been shortlisted in four
categories in the Independent School of the Year Awards.

Prep of the Year
Boarding School of the Year
British International School of the Year
Pre-Prep of the Year
The awards celebrate the most outstanding schools in the
independent sector and we are so pleased that the hard work
of our dedicated staff has been recognised. Watch this space for
announcement of the winners later this year.

Year 8 Production
Cinders and Sherlcok
We are delighted to share the link to our fantastic Year 8
production, Sherlock & Cinders.
This enchanting musical mystery is packed full of catchy
songs, awesome dancing and top-tier acting. A huge well done
to all of the students who took part and a big thanks to all of the
teaching staff who helped to bring this production to life.
To watch the full film click this link: bit.ly/
TSCindersAndSherlock

The Great Year 7 Bake Off
7V enjoyed a Bake Off on Monday and produced some
absolutely showstopping treats. The students made delicious cakes,
brownies, cupcakes and flapjacks!
Mrs Hornsby had the privilege of judging the cakes on their
taste and appearance.

Farewell and thank you
Yesterday Pre-Prep said a sad farewell to Mrs Organ and Mrs
Lang after 50 years of combined service. We would like to thank
them, for all they have done for Pre-Prep during this time and wish
them well as they start a new (and possibly more relaxed!), chapter
in their lives.
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Word Millionaires
This year, pupils in Years 3-6 have continued to
successfully use Accelerated Reader as part of our
reading initiative at school. Pupils can take a quiz
on a book once they have read it and get instant
results to inform their reading comprehension
skills. We have focused very much on accuracy
and pupils must achieve over 80% to pass, and for
the quiz to count towards their reward points.
In total this year, 1,917 quizzes have been passed
by pupils with form 4P showing the highest level
of accuracy overall and form 3R having taken the
highest number of reading quizzes.
Accelerated Reader also provides a word count
for readers. We have been able to celebrate 24
word millionaires – pupils who have read over 1

Year 2 Happiness and Wellbeing
Webinar
We recently delivered a webinar for parents of children Year 2 about
“Keeping Your Children Safe & Happy”. You can now watch this
via the following link: Year 2 - Keeping Your Children Safe & Happy
Webinar
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million words and passed quizzes on the related
books. Altogether, TPS pupils have read and
quizzed on books totalling 60 million words this
year!
You might also be interested to know that the
book that has been read and quizzed on the
most is The Creakers by Tom Fletcher. A good
recommendation if ever there was one! If you
have not read it yet, do add it to your summer
reading list!
Jane Burton, Head of English
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Reception celebrate the end of the Year
What a wonderful year Reception
have had! Mrs Wallace and Mrs Jenner
were so proud of the children for their
Celebration Day performance. The children
wowed us with their confidence, enthusiasm
and beaming smiles. What magical way to
end the year!
We wish you all a wonderful Summer
with your families.
Reception Team
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House Points
SILVER

BRONZE

David Chilinda – 4P
George Craik – 5H

Nathan Anderson - 8T
Natalia Phelpin – 6C

GOLD
Ben South – 5H
Jayden Mills – 4P
Sonny Mansfield – 4P
Daniella Hudson – 3H
Connie Burton – 4P
Alba Davidson – 4P

Isla Moss – 7W
Oliva Day – 6C
Tommy Cavill – 3H
Harriet Lawrence – 3H
James Pullen – 5H
Alexander Pretswell-Pike – 3R
Finley Pyke – 6T
Edward Foreman – 3H

School Uniform Shop
During Term Time:

Summer Opening Hours

Monday 8am – 2pm

Wednesday 14 July - 10am - 2pm
Wednesday 28th July – 10am - 2pm

Tuesday 10am – 2pm
Wednesday 10am – 2pm

Thursday 5th August – 10am - 2pm
Friday 6th August – 10am - 2pm
Tuesday 10th August – 10am - 2pm
Wednesday 11th August - 1pm - 5pm
Monday 16th August – 10am - 2pm
Tuesday 17th August – 10am - 2pm
Thursday 19th August – 1pm - 5pm
Tuesday 24th August – 10am - 2pm
Wednesday 25th August – 10am - 2pm
Thursday 26th August - 10am – 2pm

Thursday 10am – 2pm
Friday 10am – 2pm
1st Saturday of the month 8.30am –
12.30pm
We are also very happy to take orders and
payment over the telephone and deliver
to a student’s area of the school, if parents
find visiting during these hours difficult.
Nancy O'Carroll, School Shop Manager

Wednesday 1st September - 10am - 2pm
Thursday 2nd September – 2pm – 6pm
Friday 3rd September – 10am – 2pm
Monday 6th September - 10am - 5pm (this day will be very busy with International
boarders arriving, please try to visit sooner, if possible!)

Nancy.OCarroll@tauntonschool.co.uk
- 01823 703165

Normal shop hours resume from Tuesday 7th September
Please contact us to make an appointment if you require a full kit out, we usually
allow 30mins per child. If the shop is closed, the main School Reception can book an
appointment for you. Thank you.

Safeguarding Webinar
A full recording of the recent Safeguarding Webinar
for parents of students in Years 6 to 13, is now
available to view online.
Please visit the Parent Portal to get the link.
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Sport at TPS 2021
After such a long and disrupted school year the end of the summer
term has seen us enjoy some normality. With a full term of cricket,
tennis and athletics, a return of competitive sport and spectators,
the recent flurry of sporting success has brought to a close the
most difficult year in terms of school sport. Pupils have continued
to show their resilience and adapt to all what they have been
faced with. Mainly with a smile and without question. A thank
you also to the staff for their adaptability to what we can and can’t
do, often with last minute changes. The long summer break will
give everyone an opportunity to recharge but it would be great
if pupils can maintain their fitness over the summer for when we

return to a planned full term of sport. Fixtures will be published
on the School Sports very soon. I look forward to seeing as many
of you as possible at the pre season training for a few morning
sessions starting Tuesday 31st August. More information will
follow about this. Can I take this opportunity to thank you all for
your support over the year. Hope you all have a great summer and
for those moving up to the senior school or to pastures new, good
luck and keep working hard.
Shaun Winsor, Director of Sport TPS

South West Prep Schools – Friday 20th June
After a year off it was great to see the return of the annual athletics meet at Millfield. Open to all Preparatory schools across the South
West, the event is normally the qualifier for the National finals held in July in Birmingham. This year pupils were just competing for
recognition and the opportunity to be placed within the South West. It was great to see Taunton there, along with the hosts, as having
so many athletes keen and competent enough to take part. With so many successes (top 2 would normally qualify for National Finals) I
look forward to many of the same athletes repeating this again next year. For those that just missed out you have a enough time to work
a little bit harder and push more next time.
18 x first place, 16 x second place, 10 x third place

First Place

Second Place

Third Place

U14
Nyasha – Hurdles
Namu – Long Jump
James - Hurdles
James – Triple Jump
Oscar – 300m
James – 800m
Tomisin – 200m
Tomisin – Long Jump

U14
Namu – Hurdles
Takara – Javelin
Frankie – Triple Jump
Leo – Hurdles
Tomisin – 100m

U14
Frankie – 1500m
Monique – 300m
Katrina – 200m
Laney – Discus

U13
Sophie – Hurdles
Emily – 1500m
Harper – Shot Put
Nic – Hurdles
Theo – 100m
Theo - 200m
Theo – Long Jump
U12
Sophia – 200m
Harry – 800m
Lucas – High Jump
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U13
Zoe – 1500m
Alice – 800m
Sophie – 200m
Charlotte – Javelin
Laura – Shot Put
Laura – Discus
Nic – 800m
Dylan – Shot Put
Nic – High Jump
U12
Harry – Hurdles
Harry – High Jump

U13
Alexa – 200m
Dylan – Discus
Jack – High Jump
U12
Grace – High Jump
Olivia – High Jump
Louie – 100m
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National Schools Biathle Championships 2021
Taunton School pupils had an excellent day at the Biathle championships on
Sunday. We had 30 pupils representing the school, ranging from some competing in their
first ever continuous run-swim-run biathle, to pupils who have competed regularly at
events like these. It was brilliant that parents were allowed to come and support the pupils
and school, helping create a friendly yet competitive atmosphere that we have all missed
so much over the last year. Thank you to the parents for your support.
TPS now have three individual national champions and two national team winners.
Notable prep school results include the following medal winning performances:

Year 8 boys

1st team. (Tom, Tomisin and Ronan)

		

2nd individual – Tom Webb

		

4th individual – Tomisin Awofisayo

		

6th individual – Ronan Hill

Year 7 boys

1st individual Nicholas DuToit.

Year 5 boys

1st team. (Lucas, William and Ben South)

		

5th individual – Lucas Baker

		

6th individual – William Thomas

Year 5 girls

3rd team (Elspeth Craik, Bella Vile and Ellie Lawrence)

Year 4 boys

2nd team (JJ, James and William South)

		

1st individual – JJ Wells

		

6th individual – James Sercombe

Year 4 girls

2nd team (Alba, Jess and Isabelle Read)

		

1st individual – Alba Davidson

		

2nd individual – Jess Miller

Also well done to Jack White winning the individual gold in the Year 9 boys race.
Well done everyone.
Nicola Foad, Head of Girls Games TPS
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County Cricket Competition
Monday 28th June U13 Boys’ County Final
Despite the poor weather Sunday and for much of Monday, the
U13 Somerset County Cup Final went ahead as planned. It was
hosted by Kings College, who did a great job preparing a wicket
for the game. TPS knew to have any chance of winning against a
strong Kings Hall team, all 12 of the players would have to play
their best cricket.
TPS lost the toss and were asked to bowl. It was a great start with
Oscar Coleman trapping one of their key batters lbw in the first
over. This was followed up by more fantastic bowling from Luca,
Jack and Ben, which combined with some great catches from
Theo, Tom and Peter, left Kings Hall on 42-5 after 10 overs.
Unfortunately the wickets dried up and Kings Hall’s opener started
to accelerate the run rate, putting on 70 runs for the loss of the 6th
wicket. In the last few overs, this batter terrorised the TPS bowling

attack, playing an array of shots and brining up his century with
a reverse sweep for 6. He must be commended for a fantastic
innings, carrying his bat throughout and finishing on 110 off just
70 balls.
TPS knew they needed a fast start, chasing 173 off 25 overs. Luca
played a good innings, before being run out on 25 and despite
a brilliant 48 from Oscar off 28 balls he too was run out at a vital
time when TPS were just starting to get on top of the required run
rate. In the end TPS were 50 runs short of the target, a fantastic
effort by all boys, only 2 wides and 1 no ball were bowled in 25
overs, showing the huge improvements made in this area, whilst
the fielding throughout was exceptional. Well done on a fantastic
season, on the day beaten by the better team.

Wednesday 30th June U12 Boys’ County Final
On Wednesday the U12 team travelled all the way to Frome Cricket
Club to play Kings Hall in the final of the county cup. With sunny
skies, a well prepared wicket and 2 appointed neutral umpires the
scene was set for an enthralling match. In this 30 over format the
winning team had the added incentive that next year, as Year 8’s,
they would represent Somerset in the U13 National competition;
a straight knockout format where county winners are drawn
against each other as they progress through the rounds until the
remaining 2 play in a final. TPS actually won this competition, for
only the third time in 26 years, the last time it was held in 2019. So
this was an opportunity to retain the cup!
Kings Hall won the toss and elected to bat first. After a very strong
start, and an extremely quick outfield, the early pressure was on
Taunton. Bowling spin from one end Luca (6-23-2) and James
(6-25-3) really kept the scoring rate down and both taking vital
wickets at the right times. From the other end Jack (4-0-15), Theo
(5-0-21), Thomas (3-0-12) and Peter (6-25-2) all bowled with speed
and accuracy. Harvey was exceptional behind the stumps allowing
just 5 byes in over 180 deliveries. After their 30 overs Kings Hall set
a score of 129. Very similar to the U13 game on the Monday, one
of the KH opening batters was superb and nearly batted for the 30
overs scoring 70 runs. You would normally expect a team of TPS’s
ability to easily chase down this score but finals are notoriously
nervy affairs and the opponents are a strong team. The opening
pair of Harvey and Luca knew that just over 4 runs an over would
see the team victorious. Very similar to the KH innings they set off
at a blistering pace and were 24-0 after 3 overs. Then the game
somewhat turned - the singles dried up and wickets started to fall.
Peter came in and steadied the ship with Harvey but a close field
meant the run rate was rising to nearly 6 with 15 overs to go. 3
more quick wickets left Taunton needing 63 off the last 12 overs.
With Jack and Theo at the crease, an early mix up and missed run
out opportunity, Kings Hall were seemingly in the ascendency
and the pressure was becoming unbearable for the parents (and
staff…). After some strong and resilient batting from the pair

The Prep & Pre-Prep Courier

things started to turn. Running lots of quick singles made the
fielders close in allowing for bigger gaps. It was then with a huge
relief to see Jack (31*) hit the winning 4 with Theo on (19*) and
still 4 overs remaining. Congratulations to the whole team, not
just those who bowled and batted with real confidence. Also for
those that didn’t bowl or bat on this occasion your fielding was
outstanding and without that and your efforts in earlier rounds
the team would not have achieved this success. Thanks also to
the parents/grandparents who were able to come and support
(and for the ice creams, cream teas and buying the team their
McDonalds afterwards!!).
We look forward to representing Somerset next year in the
National completion.
Luca Gregory (vc), Harvey Coleman, Peter McGivern, Harrison
Perrone, Jack Blackwell (c), Theo Winsor, Nicolas DuToit, James
Baker, Dylan Holberry, Atul Gudsoorkar, Thomas Gendall, Alex
Hewer
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County Cricket Competition
Girls U13 County Runners-Up
Having beaten Millfield last week to secure their place in the
County Final, the U13a team faced King’s Hall in the final on
Thursday 1st July.
Taunton fielded first and bowled brilliantly throughout, with Hattie
bowling the best over for 2 runs and taking a wicket. Lola also took
a very good wicket, with accurate bowling. Sophie had a good
game as wicket keeper, helping restrict their runs. We managed to
restrict them to 65 from their 10 overs.
Lily and Sophie opened the batting and the first over went
well. At the 5 over point we were well ahead of the required run
rate. Gradually wickets began to fall and the runs were harder
to get. Harper, Hattie and Millie top scored with solid batting
performances.
At the start of the 10th over, we needed 5 runs to win, but
unfortunately we lost our last two wickets and lost by 4 runs. It was
an excellent game, all the girls played brilliantly and should be very
proud of themselves for finishing as runner-up in this competition.
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