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YEAR 4 PRESENT THE WIND AND THE WILLOWS
Students in Year 4 brought their
production of ‘The Wind and The Willows’
to life in the space of few days. Read the full
story on page 9.
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Mental Health Awareness Day
TPS Outdoor Award
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Students cast in Brewhouse’s Wind and
the Willows
Sport updates
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The Head has his say...

It is hard to believe that we are
already at half-term, and we can be so
grateful that, despite the challenges
of COVID, our pupils have enjoyed so
much of ‘normal’ school life since the
start of September. Just hearing our
children laughing in the playground,
competing on the sports fields, and
enjoying so many different activities is
enough to make us all very thankful,
bearing in mind what they have missed over the past two
years. Thank you to all parents, pupils and staff for making
our school work to such a high standard this term.

In sport, we have enjoyed amazing success on
the national stage in Biathlon, with the grand total of 29
girls and boys competing last weekend in the National
Schools Championships at the University of Bath. Huge
congratulations to both our Year 4 boys and our Year 5
boys for becoming the national champions, winning team
gold medals, whilst both our Year 5 girls and our Year 7
girls finished 4th in the country. Emily M in Year 7 finished
3rd individually, and JJ W in Year 4 won the individual gold
medal! We are very proud of our 29 representatives who
gave their all, many recording personal best times. Very well
done to all of our athletes, and to the staff and parents who
support them so well.

Although the past six and a half weeks have shot
by, the pupils and staff have achieved so much. In
performing arts, the Year 4 musical, ‘The Wind in the Willows’,
was a tremendous success, with the whole year group
demonstrating very high levels of confidence, skill and
concentration in what was a very substantial production
for pupils of this age. Very well done to Mr Jelf, our new
Director of Performing Arts, and his team of staff, and
congratulations to all of the children. A big thank you as
well to the parents for producing such lovely costumes and
for all of their support from home.

I hope that our Year 8 pupils and parents enjoyed
the ‘Bring on Year 9 Information Evening’ run by the Senior
School last week. Between 95 and 100% each year of our
Year 8 pupils move into our Senior School to be joined by
approximately 25 Year 9 newcomers. It is lovely for our
pupils that they do not tend to lose friends as they move
up the school. As well as ensuring that pupils at the top of
the Prep School enjoy a smooth transition into the Senior
School, we are committed to making sure that parents have
all of the information which they need to feel very confident
about the years ahead.

Around 20 pupils recently received their certificates
for their music grade exams. It was particularly impressive
to see that six of our pupils sat either Grade 4, 5 or 6, and all
gained a merit or distinction. Also in music, I recently had
the pleasure of attending the evening concert put on by
the pupils from both the Senior and Prep School who were
invited to take part in the Strings Workshop. By providing
opportunities for Prep School pupils to take part in activities
with Senior School pupils, we are giving them extra levels
of challenge and showing them the inspiring journey ahead
of them. Very well done to all of our musicians who are
achieving so much.

Finally, I have been delighted with our continued
charitable giving. We raised nearly £500 for MIND, the
mental health charity, on our ‘Hello Yellow’ day recently, and
we donated a lot of food and drink as part of our Harvest
Festival to the Taunton Food Bank, all of which will be much
appreciated by those most in need in our local community.
Thank you to all pupils, parents and staff who have given
such good support to these charitable activities.
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I hope that you and your families all have a very restful
and enjoyable half-term break.
Andrew Edwards, TPS Headmaster
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News from Pre-Prep
I cannot quite believe that this is the
final week of the first half of term. What
a six weeks it has been, with so many
confident and settled children, with their
new and established friendships. Thank
you to our parent body for continuing to
be so considerate, I appreciate that it has
been an exceptional period of illnesses
and it is not always easy juggling sick
children and working.
Another thank you to all of you who have supported our fundraising
this half-term. The donations have been taken to the local foodbank
and they were very gratefully received; ‘The Trussell Trust’ continues
to experience exceptional demand during these times. Thank you
for your generosity, the Chapel was certainly filled with your Harvest
donations and it was a wonderful message for the children to see.

You will be starting to receive your child’s Christmas artwork. If you
choose to place an order, please can you complete and return this
by Wednesday 3rd November. The cost of any orders will go directly
onto your school bill and any proceeds raised by this activity will go
directly to the PTA.
After half-term, we return to a busy November with remote Parent
Consultations taking place the week commencing 10th November
2021. Further instructions on bookings and accessing these
meetings will be published at the beginning of November.
Finally, a big thank you from me to everyone working and running
the Holiday Club. I hope that you can also enjoy some of the halfterm break as a family.
Mrs Louise Leah, Head of Pre-Prep and Nursery

We also took part in the Countryfile ramble in aid of Children in
Need. Nursery Four and the rest of the Pre-Prep walked together to
support this worthwhile cause. A very grand total of £569.41 was
again raised through your generosity and kindness.

Diary Dates
Parent webinar – ‘Sixth Form Options’

Thursday 18th November 2021 11am - 12pm

11+ Scholarship deadline

Friday 26th November 2021

13+ Scholarship deadline

Monday 10th January 2022

Register your place for our upcoming events on our website here: https://www.tauntonschool.co.uk/open-mornings/
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Sweet success in science

Children in Year 3 have been
calculating the amount of sugar found in
some popular drinks as part of their science
work on healthy eating.
They first measured the amount of
sugar it is recommend that children of this
age do not exceed each day (24g) and then
compared it to a range of different drinks
and were quite shocked at some of the
findings, with a bottle of Coca-Cola having
more than double the recommended daily
sugar intake at 54g!

Year 3 dentist talk

In Year 3’s science lessons this half-term, we have been talking about teeth. We
were treated to a fantastic talk by a dental therapist, Mrs Bennett, about teeth which
fitted in well with the current teeth topic. Mrs Bennett talked to the children about the
different types of toothbrushes, how they should be brushing their teeth, the different
types of teeth and their functions, and also looked at how much sugar is contained within
different foods. As a result of the talk, the Year 3 children went home to record a video
of themselves recounting what they had learnt that day - the results were fantastic, they
remembered so much!

A ‘rubbish’ Celtic day out
Year 3 pupils and our friends from TSIMS had an inspiring day to Carymoor Environmental Trust, which hosts a replica Celtic
roundhouse on their working landfill site. Read about the full trip on our website or watch a video of the trip.
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TPPS student Patrick interviewed on BBC Somerset
Eight-year-old Taunton Pre-Prep School student Patrick was interviewed on BBC Somerset after being chosen to be illustrated in
Captain Sir Tom Moore’s new book ‘One Hundred Reasons to Hope’. Listen to his interview here from 1:53:00.
Learn more about Patrick’s story here.

Year 4 visit the Golden Hind

Year 4 had a fabulous ‘pirate-y’ time on their trip to Brixham to visit Sir Francis Drake’s ship, the Golden Hind. The weather was
surprisingly kind, especially for the middle of autumn, with only a light shower to try and dampen our spirits! As part of this term’s
history topic, ‘Privateers and Petticoats’, the children learnt what it was like for a Tudor sailor and saw, first-hand, many different and
interesting artefacts. The children relished in the opportunity to dress up in Tudor clothing, be put in the stocks and even walk the plank!
An added bonus this year was taking a tour around the fish market, learning the process of what happens to all of the species of fish
once they are caught. The children were totally fascinated, and even got to touch some too! A great time was had by all. Well done Year
4 for your impeccable behaviour and enthusiastic attitude throughout the day.
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THE WORLD IS ON FIRE
Saturday 30th October 6pm
Venue: Brewhouse Theatre, Taunton

Presented by TPS Enrichment
Part of The TYCA Festival
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Taunton Prep School launch Outdoor Award
Students at Taunton Prep School can now work towards
achieving an ‘Outdoor Squirrel, Otter and Eagle Award’ at the
school. Students will complete challenges that are all linked to the
TPS mission wheel to be completed across two years of school. The
challenges include creative tasks, design tasks, research tasks and
generally just getting out and about exploring the world around us
across the seasons.
Some examples of the students’ activities include:
In Years 3 and 4, the children are focussing on exploring
the natural world through their Squirrel Award. Year 3 got off to a
great start baking bread on an open fire on their Carymoor trip and
designing a menu from foraged ingredients - two tasks ticked off
already!
In Years 5 and 6, the emphasis is on navigating the natural
world safely with, for example, First Aid courses planned for later
this year and sessions on orienteering in games lessons.
Years 7 and 8 are building independence in the natural
world through their Eagle Award, building to the Year 8 Outdoor
Award in the summer term before the step up to Year 9. Here
students will enjoy challenges such as the Duke of Edinburgh
Award, 10 Tors and various events organised through the
Combined Cadet Force.

Performing Arts Cafés

Our music and performing arts activities have got off to a flying start this term, marked by two excellent live streamed Performing
Arts Cafés. The children performed to a high standard, showing great pride and passion in their creative and performance skills. Special
congratulations to Year 7 Chloe and Year 6 Margot for their debut performances at TPS, Chloe playing the baritone horn and Margot
the piano. We also enjoyed Amelia’s performance on the clarinet. Amelia, in Year 2, has recently started clarinet lessons and is already
showing excellent potential.

Woodwind & Gamelan

Woodwind ensemble with the sun streaming into the classroom!
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Year 6 in action, getting to grips with learning how to play
Indonesian Gamelan music in class.
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Year 4 present The Wind and the Willows
Congratulations to the amazing, talented and dedicated
children in Year 4 who, in the space of few days, brought their
production of ‘The Wind in the Willows’ to life. Every child, no
matter their role, played a huge part in making this the success
that it was. The sense of teamwork and positive energy from
this particularly creative and well-behaved year group made it a
pleasurable experience for everyone, staff and students alike.
At TPS, we love our tradition of producing whole year group
productions and it was such a joy to be able to resume this routine,
giving the children the experience of a collective journey from page to
stage. Bravo and well done to the children and to all the staff involved,
with a special thank you to Mr Jelf for his outstanding vision and tireless
work and effort towards making this production reach new heights
in production standards. The lighting, props, costumes, make-up and
incredible set (including a car!) were tremendous. The first of many
superb productions with Mr Jelf at the helm, steering us to success.
Watch the performance back here.
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Four TS students cast in Brewhouse production of The Wind and the Willows
Two TS and two TPS students have
been cast in the upcoming Brewhouse
production of ‘The Wind in the Willows’.
Year 10 students Rosie S and Eliza
H and TPS students Zachary R (Year 8) and
Dulcie C (Year 7) have been rehearsing with
professional actors for the show, which will be
running from 9th December to 2nd January.
The students, who are all involved in
drama and theatre productions at Taunton
School, will make up part of the chorus in
the production.

Harvest donations
Our Taunton School community have gathered donations for
those in need to celebrate Harvest. They have now been received
by Arc, a local homelessness charity. The Y8 Head Boy, Head Girl and
House Captains delivered all of the TPS harvest donations to very
grateful staff at our local food bank. We were able to chat to them
and hear about the work they are doing to help local people.
Below are some comments from the Year 8 pupils:
“I enjoyed visiting the food bank because it is nice to see
and know what they do with our donations and how they help
people. It was amazing to see all of the volunteers looking happy to
help and great to know that anybody could get help. It was really
interesting to learn about all the things the food bank do and how
many people they help” - Thomas D and Evie L.
“It was really eye-opening to see how the foodbank actually
works and correct some of the stereotypical ideas” - Heryck G.
My thanks to all at TPS for their kind and generous donations
which will be of real help to our local community.

Tegan walks for Cats Protection
Tegan in Year 6 decided to create a
challenge to raise money for Cats Protection.
Having a love for walking and the beautiful
countryside of Somerset, she planned two
walks to complete 51km in a month. First a
5km, then a 10km, 15km and finally a 21km
(half a marathon). The final walk was walking
the length of the Quantocks and took six
and a half hours to complete! By the end
of the challenge, Tegan actually completed
55km. She is now looking to volunteer
her time in the Cat Protection centre in
Wellington. She has raised £528 so far. To
donate to Tegan’s page, click here.
Well done Tegan!
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Kit donations

Mental Health Awareness Day
On Friday 8th October, all four
houses at TPS joined forces to raise funds
for the national charity Young Minds.
Young Minds supports young people
with their mental health, offering advice
and support to young people. In order
to raise money and show support for the
charity and mental health awareness, the
children wore one item of clothing that
was yellow in exchange for a £1 donation.
It was wonderful to see so many children
supporting such a good cause and having
fun at the same time. In total, we raised
£456.70; Thank you to the whole school
community; a fabulous team effort!

Our Outdoor Education team have donated outdoor education equipment like
rucksacks and tents to Arc, a local homeless charity.

Thone celebrate Halloween
As we near to the end of a very fun
and busy half-term in Thone, we look back
on a brilliant way of celebrating Halloween
(a little earlier than normal!). Everyone in the
house took part in a competition to design a
spooky groovy pumpkin character on Sunday
morning (17th October). This was followed by
a wonderful trip to French Weir Park where
we enjoyed the sunshine, various games and
many fun playground activities. A huge thank
you to all the staff who have helped to make
Thone House a fun and safe environment this
term. We look forward to more fun, games
and laughter leading up to Christmas, but
first a well-deserved holiday for all.
Bronze House Points
Margot C – 6G, Helena G – 6G, Elena O – 6C
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For all match reports and fixtures, please click here

Emma wins at British
Trampolining Championships

Congratulations to Year 6 Emma,
who won the British Trampolining
Championships for her age group in one
discipline earlier this month.

TPS Head of Girls Games wins on opening day at Horse
of the Year Show

Taunton Prep School Head of Girls’ Games, Nicola Foad, fulfilled a lifetime’s ambition
by winning at the ‘Horse of the year’ show in Birmingham. Nicola won the Naf 5 Star
Bronze league championship, riding Potsdam Junior in her first ever appearance at the
show. Foad was naturally delighted to win on a horse she took on when the owner wanted
to find a good home for him when he was 16, five years ago.

Triathlon success

A team of three Taunton Prep School students have placed 2nd in the country in the IntoTri Cornish Triathlon Series. Year 5 and 6
students JJ, Ben and Will have been competing all over the South West in the series, which features students from over 100 other schools
across the UK. Read more on our website here.
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TPS Girls sport

U8 enjoying their first hockey fixtures this term.

U11 IAPS Regional Qualifier Tournament – 2nd place and
qualified to National Finals
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U13 IAPS Regional Qualifier Tournament – 3rd place and
qualified to National Finals
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Biathlon Championships

14 girls competed on Saturday at the Biathlon Championships.
Please see results below:
U9 girls – Alba D individual 8th.
U10 girls – team 4th Jess M, Elspeth C, Bella V. (out of 26 teams).
Elspeth C individual 6th.
U12 girls – team 4thEmily M, Sami J, Katie S. (out of 18 teams). Emily
M individual 3rd.
15 boys competed on Sunday.
U9 boys – Team 1st JJ W, James S, William S. JJ W individual 1st
U10 boys – team 1st. Lewis W, Harrison W, Isaac T. Lewis W individual
10th.
All of our pupils were great and even those not placed recorded
PBs…. Any individual in the top 10 is very good at these younger age
groups as there are up to 100 competitors in each category!
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Swimming Gala v Exeter Prep

England Schools Cross Country

It was great to be able to host a swimming gala again and
to welcome Exeter Prep to the school on Tuesday. Congrats to all
those that swam, posting some very good times.
1. Elspeth C

1. Alba D

1. Eloise B

2. Tegan L

2. Jessica M

2. Olivia B

3. Ellie L

3. Sophia O

3. Emily D

4. Myla T

4. Sophia P

4. Dylan S

5. Bella V

5. Isabelle R

5. Olive T

6. Lucas B

6. Jacob L

6. Jack B

7. Alex D

7. James S

7. Kaiden H

8. Tommy G

8. William S

8. Cameron W

9. William T

9. Isaac T

9. Alexander P-P

10. Jj W

10. Oscar S

Golf at TPS and TS
Golfers at Taunton School have been involved in two
excellent events this term. The first of these was the Rose Bowl
competition, hosted by the Old Tauntonians (OTs) at Oake Manor
Golf Club. The Rose Bowl served as a fantastic warm up event for
Daniel, Charlotte and Finley, all of whom also represented the
school at this year’s West of England Public Schools Competition,
held at Burnham and Berrow Golf Club. Read the full half-term
update on our website here.
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On Wednesday, Taunton took six teams to compete in the
area rounds of the Cross Country Cup. We were the only school
there being represented at every age group! The top three schools
from this event qualified for the regional rounds being held at the
start of November. From this, schools will qualify for the National
finals in Cornwall on 4th December. Special mention to our top 10
finishers – Tom B (4th), Theo W (8th), Alice B (2nd), Emily M (6th).
Following this event I am pleased to announce that five of the six
Taunton teams have qualified for the regional finals.
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Rugby at TS – Autumn Update
For the past seven weeks, Taunton School Rugby managed to play over 90 matches across both Prep and Senior Schools and were
represented by 28 different teams.
We came across multiple challenges from Covid, bugs, tests, suspensions and injuries but our staff and players remained positive,
focussed and their hard work paid off.
All teams represented the school very well, our performance across the board improved week after week and participation
increased. Amazing work so far from our TS players and staff.
Have a well-deserved rest and come back fresh and ready to go for our exciting second part of the season. Please follow the link
for results and match reports.

For all match reports and fixtures, please click here
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