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Over the last 20 years our community has left almost £4million to Taunton 
School, helping to improve our campus and offer more means-tested 
Assisted Places. These donations have supported projects such as the 
conversion of the Theatre, replacing the Chapel organ and creating new 
sports facilities. They have also given the opportunity of a Taunton School 
education to nearly a hundred pupils, who would otherwise never have been 
able to attend the School. 

Legacy gifts are a way for our generous community to support the future 
of Taunton School. We are enormously grateful to all those who choose to 
make such a special commitment. 

James Johnson, Headmaster

Since the School was founded, legacies have helped 
change the lives of many pupils at Taunton School.

"Taunton School did so much for me. Being able to set up 
an Assisted Places fund for use at the school gives me great 
pleasure."
DAVID MASON (FAIRWATER, 1944-1961), LEGATOR

LEGACIES AT 
TAUNTON SCHOOL



Legacy gifts have a significant impact at Taunton School and are used to directly 
support students and enhance school life. If you wish to discuss a specific designation 
please contact the Foundation and Alumni Office. 

ASSISTED PLACES

We seek to enable more children, regardless of their economic background, to benefit from the all-round education 
offered at Taunton School. Legacies enable the School to provide means-tested Assisted Places, supporting exceptional 
students who would otherwise never be able to attend a school like Taunton. 

Assisted Places are important to the whole school community. They positively impact every pupil by bringing in new ideas, 
ensuring the school remains a diverse environment and preparing students for life in a global workplace. 

CO-CURRICULAR

The School has been recognised for its extensive co-
curricular offering. Our aim is to inspire in all our students 
a commitment to a range of artistic, cultural, intellectual, 
performance, service, and sporting opportunities. These 
areas are intrinsic to the success and vitality of the 
School. 

Legacies allow us to develop and improve our co-
curricular programme, ensuring all students can find the 
activity or area where they can excel.

Our world can  feel as if it’s wobbling dangerously out of 
control. I believe that something tangible we can do is to 
support good education and to equip our children to be better 
citizens, kinder people, and constructive influences, whatever 
sphere of life they end up in. A good education brings hope 
for a better way of doing things, equipping children to both 
build healthy relationships, many of which last a lifetime, and 
to make a positive difference. Now that is something worth 
supporting.

HOW YOUR LEGACY
CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

BUILDINGS AND CAMPUS

The School’s historic buildings and rooms hold 
special affection for many Old Tauntonians and Old 
Weirfieldians. The names reflect great teachers and 
Old Tauntonians who have contributed so much to the 
School's rich history.

To preserve the fabric of the School and improve our 
facilities for future generations requires ongoing care and 
investment. Legacies allow us to maintain the heart of the 
School, whilst making much needed improvements. 

I believe that the Taunton School of today is the embodiment 
of a good education. The School from which I and my 
generation benefitted was good then, and although 
the underlying ethos is consistent and familiar to us, it is 
undoubtedly a better School today.

Legacy giving is a way for you to support Taunton School, 
turning their plans into reality while allowing you to choose the 
areas that you care about most. Think about what you really 
loved when you were at School. If it was the breadth of co-
curricular activity, you can specify to leave a sum of money for 
funding music and the arts. Or, if you were passionate about 
sport you can leave something to develop the facilities and 
the sporting prowess of the School. There are lots of different 
ways that people can give based on what matters to them 
today. 

I believe, if you leave something to the School, it's not just 
about doing something that's going to happen when you're 
no longer here. You are consciously making a decision and 
engaging with the School in the here and now. You are 
building a bridge from here to the future, a bridge that I hope 
we can help many more aspiring students to cross.

Jan Keeling (Weirfield School and Babbingly, 1967-1975)
Chair of the 1847 Legacy Society and Legator



It is through this society that the School honours and thanks, during their 
lifetime, those who have made a provision for Taunton School in their will. 

As a member you are invited to our annual society lunch, thanked in our 
online annual donor report, and welcomed to important school events, such 
as student musical performances, drama productions and Commem. 

HOW DO I JOIN?

Complete the legacy pledge form online at www.tauntonschool.co.uk or 
request a paper form from the Foundation and Alumni Office. 

If you would like to discuss your wishes with us, then we would be pleased to 
visit you in person or host you at the School.

Anyone who chooses to leave a gift to the School in their 
will is invited to become a member of our 1847 Legacy 
Society.

1847 LEGACY 
SOCIETY

		  "Your charity and generosity created a life-changing 
opportunity for me and many others and, with your help, it 

can do so for many more. So, from myself and everyone who 
has benefitted, thank you, I know we will be forever grateful."

RUTH (2020-2022), ASSISTED PLACE RECIPIENT



A legacy is a simple and flexible way to support Taunton School, allowing you to support the School in ways which aren't 
possible in your lifetime. The tax benefits of a legacy gift to a registered charity are considerable. All such bequests can be made 
free from Inheritance Tax and Capital Gains Tax, and can reduce the total tax burden levied on your estate.

TAX EFFICIENT GIVING HOW TO LEAVE A LEGACY TO 
THE SCHOOL
There are several different ways to leave the school a gift in your will. We recognise that providing 
for family and friends will be the priority in most cases but any additional bequest, such as a small 
percentage of the residual of your estate, can make an incredible difference to the school.  

A RESIDUARY LEGACY
This is a gift of all or part of the residue of your estate, 
after all other bequests are made. 

A PECUNIARY LEGACY
This is a specific amount declared in your will.

A SPECIFIC LEGACY
You may wish to leave a specific item, such as 
property, or stocks or shares. 

A REVERSIONARY LEGACY
This gift has the advantage of providing for your 
family first and then benefitting the School. It involves 
leaving your assets to trustees so that the beneficiaries 
can enjoy the benefits during their lifetime, with the 
whole or a portion passing to the School on their 
death.

If you decide to leave the school a gift, we always 
recommend seeking legal advice from a qualified 
professional.



"I have always been passionate about giving 
young people the best start in life and Taunton 

School, as a non-selective independent 
school, closely matched my values. The ethos 

at Taunton School is something very special. 
It has been passed from Headteacher to 

Headteacher and so when it came to looking 
at areas where I might leave a legacy, Taunton 

School was an obvious choice to help young 
people, through bursaries, not only to have 
the best start in life but to achieve their best 

potential."
Jane Barrie

Legator and former Chair of Governors



For more information visit www.tauntonschool.co.uk/legacies

email foundation@tauntonschool.co.uk or call 01823 703159

Registered charity name: Taunton School Educational Charity
Registered charity number: 1081420


