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Policy for the commemoration of deceased students, staff and Old Tauntonians 

This policy provides an overview of Taunton School commemorations and memorials for deceased students, staff 
and alumni (Old Tauntonians). We will always endeavor to work with bereaved families to find appropriate ways 
to remember their loved ones, while protecting the needs of our current students. Any commemorations must not 
adversely impact the educational experience of existing students.   

Commemorating current students and staff 

Any student or staff member who dies while still in education or service at Taunton School, or in the summer 
holidays immediately after leaving the school, will be commemorated at Taunton School. With the family’s 
permission, we will add their name to a special memorial board in the Taunton School Chapel. The Foundation 
will be responsible for liaising with the Chaplain to confirm the details for the plaque and the commissioning of the 
work.  

Commemorating Old Tauntonians and former staff 

Alumni and former staff will not normally be memorialised at the School. Taunton School leadership may choose 
to memorialise notable individuals, but this is an exception which would have to be approved by the Governing 
Body. This may include the naming of rooms or buildings (subject to the overall school policy), and/or the erection 
of plaques or other monuments.  

The families of an Old Tauntonian or former staff member may arrange for their loved one to be memorialised at 
the School through the planting of a tree, the installation of a plaque on an existing tree, bench or on the OT 
Wall. The cost of the memorial must be met by the family and all memorials are subject to the current needs of the 
School and the importance of maintaining the character and aesthetics of the estate. 

Any questions about the memorial policy may be directed to the Foundation & Alumni Director on 
foundation@tauntonschool.co.uk 

Proposed next steps 

There is currently a memorial board in the Chapel for academic staff who have died in service at Taunton. We 
propose updating this to include non-academic staff who have died in service and adding an additional board to 
remember those who died while studying at Taunton. Our recommendation is that we back-date the details on 
the board so that all names from living memory are included i.e. from 1950. The cost of the boards and update 
will be met by the Foundation.   
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