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Taunton School Naming Policy

Taunton School is grateful to all donors for their generous support and is dedicated to treating donors with the
highest level of care and respect. The School has relied on philanthropic support since its foundation and donors
continue to play an important role in realising the school’s ambitions. The names of our historic supporters are
remembered in the names of our boarding houses and school buildings, and we believe in the importance of

continuing to recognise significant donors’ generosity through the naming of existing and new facilities.

This policy is to be used when the school has received a significant donation and wishes to recognise a donor’s
generosity or when the school wishes to recognise an individual of distinction, where there is no connection to

philanthropy.

Purpose of this policy
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N o Ok~ N

Confirming the offer of naming recognition with donors

Please note, ultimate agreement for any naming is at the discretion of the Governing Body and future updates

to this policy must be approved by the Foundation Panel and wider Governing Body.

1. Purpose of this policy

1.1 To ensure that naming recognition decisions are made in a consistent manner and that the rationale
for any future naming recognition decisions can be clearly articulated.

1.2 To ensure compliance with wider school objectives and strategy.

1.3 To establish the processes and criteria for approval of naming recognition, duration of naming

recognition and revocation of naming recognition.

2. Process for naming any significant part of the estate

2.1 Any potential naming of a building or other facility, whether in recognition of philanthropy or
distinction, will be put forward by the School Executive, considered by the Foundation Panel and then
recommended to the Governing Body for approval.

2.2 Any naming recognition on the school site must comply with any historic restrictions and any legal
agreements entered into by the school, such as wider funding agreements or limitations imposed by
planning authorities.

2.3 Any naming recognition must be in line with the school’s identity and branding.

2.4 No donation qualifies an individual to name or have a section of the school named after them.
Individuals may only be recognised at the request from the School Executive and with Governing Body

approval.



3. Process for identifying naming opportunities

3.1 The School Executive, in consultation with the Foundation Panel, will be responsible for identifying
opportunities where the school may wish to recognise the generosity of donors or individuals of
distinction via an appropriate naming. Recommendations will be submitted to the Governing Body
who have responsibility for ensuring all naming opportunities conform to this policy.

3.2 Where naming opportunities can be identified at the outset of a project (e.g. for capital projects) these
will form part of the fundraising strategy for that project.

3.3 Before making a decision the Foundation Panel and Governing Body must consider whether the
donation meets the gift level guidelines within this policy and the appropriateness of associating the
donor’s name, or the preferred name suggested by the donor, with the school. All reputational risks
must be taken into consideration.

3.4 The School Executive will only consider putting forward an individual for a naming opportunity once
the donation is committed. While the naming is in recognition of an individual’s support of the school,

it is separate to any specific donation.

4. Gift level quidelines

4.1 The guidelines below suggest an appropriate range of levels where the school may wish to recognise

the generosity of a donor.

4.11. For capital gifts for new buildings and facilities, the value of the donation should normally have
met a minimum of 35% of the estimated cost of the building/facility and be designated as a
significant contribution towards the costs. However, an amount ranging from 10% to 70% may be
considered appropriate depending on the costs of significant projects. A more flexible approach may
be appropriate for the naming of existing buildings and facilities, but the estimated current value of
that building will provide an appropriate starting point for the above percentage guidelines.

4.1.2. For bursaries, the school will not normally consider naming recognition for donations below
100% of an annual school fee. The Bursary would be named only for the duration of the gift and it
would not fund a named or specific pupil but be part of the school’s wider bursary support.

4.1.3 There is no expectation that facilities named after individuals of distinction will have a gift level.
However, the school may wish to run a fundraising campaign based around the naming, with the

funds going to support the building project.

5. Duration of naming

5.1. For new buildings and facilities, the duration of the naming will be proposed by the Executive via the
Foundation Panel, then ratified by the Governing Body. For areas such as the naming of school houses, it
would be expected that the name would stand until the house ceases to exist or if there is a reputational risk to
the school (see part 6).

5.2 For naming recognition relating to bursaries, naming recognition will normally be agreed to cover only the
period of time over which philanthropic income meets the guideline contribution levels as set out in part 4 of

this policy.



6. Revoking of naming recognition

6.1. Both the donor and the school may reserve the right to revoke a particular naming, particularly in the
development of a reputational risk. In these highly unlikely circumstances the school has no financial
obligation to return any received donations to the donor.

6.2 When the school wishes to consider revocation of an existing naming recognition, this will be considered
initially by the Foundation Panel and then recommended to the Governing Body for approval.

6.3 In circumstances where the purpose of the building or facility changes considerably during the agreed
period of naming recognition (through the need for redevelopment), reasonable effort will be made to notify
the donor and every effort will be made to honour the original gift and/or to identify an alternative naming

opportunity.

7. Confirming the offer of naming recognition with donors

71 Once approval has been fully confirmed, subsequent contact with donors to offer naming recognition may
be made by the Foundation Director.
7.2 The Foundation Director is responsible for facilitating and managing the written agreements for naming

recognition and sharing the completed Gift Agreement with the Foundation Panel.



