


Thank you for generously supporting 
Taunton School.

Independent schools like Taunton School 
currently face an unprecedented set of 
challenges. Despite this, our School and its 
community continue to flourish. We have 
a renowned co-curricular programme, 
recognised as a ‘significant strength’ by 
the Independent School’s Inspectorate, the 
highest accolade this independent body can 
give. We have an academic offering that 

provides pupils with more pathways than 
any other school and a pastoral programme 
that ensures every pupil is supported and 
can find their own version of exceptional. 

We are now at a pivotal moment in our 
history. Rather than slow our progress, we 
have chosen to pursue an ambitious vision 
for the future of Taunton School, competing 
not with local rivals but with an aspiration 
to match the best schools around the world. 
There are further details in the next few 
pages about what we have accomplished in 
the last year and I look forward to sharing 
with you our plans for what’s to come. 

Like every great school, we cannot hope to 
fulfil our vision alone and so, I want to thank 
you again for supporting us and being part 
of the future of Taunton School.

James Johnson, Headmaster



was given by donors 
like you to support the 
School and our students 
last year.

£1.1m
supporters gave to the 
School, with 26% of 
these being first-time 
donors.

374

in deposits were 
donated by the families 
of 31 leavers.

£19k

new OTs, who were 
funded by donations, 
left the Sixth Form in 
2024.

4

donations came from 
Fairwater alumni, 
making them our most 
generous house. 
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DEVELOPMENTS AT TAUNTON SCHOOL
This year, we have seen further developments to our campus. The most recent addition is our 
top level, floodlit, double AstroTurf complex. The development of these multi-game surfaces 
on our Lowers pitches will benefit our entire school community and allow us to host national 
competitions as well as support our successful partnership with Taunton Vale. 

Improvements have been seen right across the School, with the Pre-Prep benefitting from a 
new and engaging woodland library and an additional baby room for our nursery. The Pre-
Prep has also seen a beautifully renovated playground. These developments are central to our 
successful co-curricular and academic offering and have supported healthy pupil numbers 
across the School. 

MULTI-USE PITCHES
Completed 2024



KEELING POOL
Refurbished 2024

PRE-PREP LIBRARY 
Completed 2024

PRE-PREP PLAYGROUND
Completed 2024

NEW BABY ROOM
Completed 2024



CELEBRATING STUDENT SUCCESS
This summer, our Year 13 students celebrated succesful exam results, with this year’s leavers 
heading off to a wide range of institutions including the Universities of Cambridge, Bath and  
Exeter and the London School of Economics. 

A cast of 50 students 
from Years 9-13 put on 
an amazing production 
of The Addams Family at 
the Brewhouse. The show 
was  performed to over 
1,300 guests.

Our Prep School pupils 
completed a courageous 
relay across the English 
Channel, swimming 
through the night against 
strong tides and swarms 
of jellyfish.

Eliza, a student in Year 
13,  was awarded the 
Taunton Young Music 
Theatre Singer of the 
Year Award by the 
Taunton Festival of the 
Arts.

Our Prep School singers 
made it to the finals of 
the Barnardo’s Choir of 
the Year, a prestigious 
national choral 
competition. 

10%
We were in the top 
10% of schools and 
colleges for value 
added at GCSE.

76%
The top 100 
students at A-Level 
achieved 76% A*-B 
or equivalent.

67%
The top 100 
students at GCSE 
achieved 67% 9-7.

100%
IB students had an 
average score of 
34 and achieved 
100% pass rate.

The School was once 
again selected for The 
Cricketer’s annual list of 
Top 100 Senior Schools 
and Top 50 Prep Schools 
for cricket in the UK in 
2025.



SUPPORTING TAUNTON SCHOOL THIS CHRISTMAS

Throughout its history, Taunton School has relied on the generosity of its community to 
deliver seismic improvements to our School. Since Lord Winterstoke’s support, at our original 

founding, philanthropy has been at the heart of our success.

“We, the prefects of Taunton School, on behalf of the boys, tender to you our very grateful thanks for 
the munificent generosity which is giving us so stately a chapel. Your unfailing kindness in all matters 

that concern our life here has been familiar to us all ever since we became Taunton.”

Presented to Lord Winterstoke by the Head of School, Donald Macdonald (1906)

By donating to the School you help transform the lives of our pupils, both now and in the 
future. You are helping to secure a Taunton School education for future generations and 
improving the School’s campus and facilities, providing better opportunities for our students 
in and beyond the classroom.

To find out more about the ways you can support the School or to make a donation please 
scan the QR code, or visit www.tauntonschool.co.uk/taunton-school-foundation.

Thank you for considering making a gift. Every donation, 
regardless of size, makes a difference.

Merry Christmas from us all in the Foundation Office.

“The ethos at Taunton School is something very special. It has been passed 
from Headteacher to Headteacher and so when it came to looking at areas 

where I might leave a legacy, Taunton School was an obvious choice to help 
young people, through bursaries, not only to have the best start in life but 

to achieve their best potential.”

Jane Barrie, Weirfield School, Legator and former Chair of Governors



Taunton School, Staplegrove Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA2 6AD 
Telephone: +44 (0)1823 703159    Email: foundation@tauntonschool.co.uk 

Registered Charity No: 1081420

Keeling Lecture: James Holland
Tuesday 28th January, Taunton School

Keeling Lecture: Katja Hoyer
Friday 28th February, Taunton School

Business & Networking Panel: CEOs: What failures made you a success? 
Tuesday 18th March, Taunton School

Old Tauntonian Association President’s Dinner
Friday 30th May, Taunton School

Business and Networking Panel: The Myth and Reality of AI
Thursday 19th June, RAF Club

Visit www.tauntonschool.co.uk/alumni for more information and to book for these events. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY


