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WELCOME
SCHOLARSHIPS
AT TAUNTON SCHOOL

Our highly qualified staff, extensive facilities, breadth of opportunity and focus on developing the whole person, all 
combine to ensure that, in the words of the Independent School’s Inspectorate, we ‘show a deep understanding of how 
to unearth the potential of each pupil.’

Why not come and join us and see how much more there is in you?

We look forward to welcoming you to Taunton School.

Taunton School is a highly aspirational environment but one in which all 
students, however talented, are expected to show humility and focus on  
personal growth.
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Recognising Potential
Scholarships recognise and celebrate exceptional potential 
in academia, art, drama, music and sport. Scholars 
benefit from carefully-tailored guidance, support, and 
encouragement from specialist staff throughout their 
journey at Taunton School, as well as inspiring enrichment 
and extension opportunities, including our weekly scholars’ 
sessions. 13+ Scholarship awards typically range between 
10% and 20% of the tuition fee, with offers of up to 25% 
awarded in exceptional circumstances. Candidates need 
to demonstrate outstanding potential in their chosen 
discipline and meet the criteria for each award entered as 
set out in this brochure. Successful students will be hugely 
committed to their life at school, positively influencing the 
community with their passion and hard work.

Applicants must be under 14 years old on 1st September in 
the year of entry.
Scholarships are awarded on merit and potential. 
Candidates should be able to describe their interests with 
enthusiasm and explain clearly how a scholarship award 
will help them realise their ambitions.
Scholarships remain with students throughout their 
time at Taunton School (including Sixth Form) as long 
as the expectations of a scholar are fulfilled; a review of 
scholarships will take place during the Autumn Term of Year 
11.

13+ SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
YEAR 9, SEPTEMBER 2027 ENTRY

How to Apply
The Headteacher of the candidate’s present school should be 
advised of the application, as they will be approached for a 
confidential report. 
The criteria and procedures for each scholarship are set out 
below. It is possible for candidates to enter for a maximum 
of two scholarships, however, entering for more than one 
category will not necessarily correspond to a greater award.
All candidates are required to complete and submit the entry 
form along with any other requirements shown below. As 
part of their application, candidates are requested to submit 
a description of themselves including their interests and 
ambitions up to a maximum of 500 words.
Applications will be acknowledged with information on 
timings of examinations, assessments and interviews to 
follow. For general scholarship enquiries, please contact the 
Admissions Manager. 

Academic Scholarships
Academic scholars are constantly challenged to extend their thinking and question their knowledge. We expect our scholars 
to have high academic aspirations alongside a passion for learning. Academic scholars will expand their horizons by being 
offered opportunities to stretch and challenge themselves both in and out of the classroom.

The Academic Scholarship day will consist of:
An online baseline profiling assessment (1 hour)
Two written papers:

•	 Maths (45 minutes)
•	 English (45 minutes)

Two interviews:
•	 A general character interview 
•	 An academic challenge interview which is designed to explore a student’s thinking

There will also be two non-assessed components of the day:
•	 A taster scholars’ session
•	 A science practical task

Friday 11th December 2026
This is the deadline to submit all 13+ scholarship entries 
including personal statements, supporting evidence and 
references.
Late applications may be accepted in exceptional 
circumstances.

Wednesday 20th January 2027
Art, Drama, Music and Design and Technology 
assessment day.

Thursday 21st January 2027
Academic interviews and assessment day.

Friday 22nd January 2027
Sports interviews and assessment day.

Candidates will be required for the duration of the school 
day. The day will include bespoke assessments, an interview 
with a member of the Senior Management Team, time 
experiencing elements of the Scholars’ Programme and 
some social time over lunch.
Although we are not able to invite parents to individual 
assessments, we would be delighted to offer parents 
accompanied tours of the School.

KEY DATES
Financial Support
Consideration may  be given to Assisted Places (also known 
as bursaries) which can be added to a scholarship offer and 
are awarded at the Headmaster’s discretion.  If an Assisted 
Place is being applied for, a Financial Circumstances form 
should accompany the scholarship entry.

https://www.tauntonschool.co.uk/contact/
https://www.tauntonschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Bursary-application-form-and-notes-March-2021V2.pdf
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Art Scholarships
Being an Art scholar is an exciting and privileged opportunity which requires candidates to demonstrate a real passion for 
their chosen art form. Candidates will need to be committed to representing the school and make a positive contribution to the 
school community. Studying an Arts subject develops many skills such as creative thinking, problem-solving, self-expression, 
risk-taking and cooperation. There are challenging workshops for Art Scholars, where students will experience visual creativity 
at the highest level as well as learn more about how they learn. The scholarship is aimed at students who are artistic, have 
spent a lot of time developing their artistic talents, and have the utmost ambition to progress further. 

For Task A, you will need:
•	 A piece of fruit
•	 A fork, knife or spoon
•	 A patterned tea towel
•	 An A3 piece of paper
•	 A set of graphite pencils (e.g. HB, 2B and 6B)
•	 A range of rubbers (e.g. a normal eraser and a 

putty rubber)

On a table, arrange the 3 objects listed above. Make 
sure they create an exciting  composition. Spend 
maximum 3 hours drawing this arrangement, using 
pencils, rubbers and paper only (i.e. time the process). 
You must draw from life, your drawing should be 
freehand and NOT derived/copied from photographs or 
screen images. 
AI generated images will not be accepted. Please use 
your mobile phone to produce a time-lapse recording 
of the drawing process. Make sure we can see the 
arrangement of objects, your drawing, your hand and 
your face. In order for us to check that you are who you 
say you are, please include the relevant page/s from 
your passport. Finally, remember to take a high-quality 
photograph of your artwork.

TASK A
For Task B, you will need:
•	 A piece of fruit
•	 A fork, knife or spoon
•	 A patterned tea towel
•	 An A3 piece of paper
•	 A range of materials of your choice

On a table, arrange the 3 objects listed above. Make sure 
they create an exciting composition. Spend maximum 
3 hours creating a mixed media artwork based on this 
arrangement (i.e. time the process). The materials, 
processes and techniques are up to you. You must work 
from life, rather than from pictures, photographs or screens. 
AI generated images will not be accepted. Please use 
your mobile phone to produce a time-lapse recording of 
the process. Make sure we can see the arrangement of 
objects, your mixed media artwork, your hand and your 
face. In order for us to check that you are who you say you 
are, please include the relevant page/s from your passport. 
Finally, remember to take a high-quality photograph of your 
artwork. 

TASK B

Please submit the following 4 files as attachments to an email to the Head of Art and 
Photography at Taunton School: Dr Lotte Hammer (lotte.hammer@tauntonschool.co.uk). 
•	 A high-quality photograph of the observational drawing (i.e. the outcome of Task A) 

Make sure it is a JPEG/JPG file.
•	 A time-lapse recording of Task A (MP4 file).
•	 A high-quality photograph of your mixed media artwork (i.e. the outcome of Task B). 

Make sure it is a JPEG/JPG file.
•	 A time-lapse recording of Task B (MP4 file).
Please note we are unable to accept other digital files, formats or submission methods. 

SUBMIT

Music Scholarships 
Music scholars are offered outstanding opportunities to 
develop their passions and skills in a vibrant department, 
with a full co-curricular programme encompassing a variety 
of musical styles. Carefully tailored specialist pathways are 
developed individually with scholars, to support musical 
performance at the highest level.
Applicants should be working at Grade 5 standard or 
above on their first instrument or voice (although we will 
consider candidates who have not yet achieved this level, 
based on potential and attitude). Candidates will be asked 
to perform two contrasting pieces at assessment; there will 
also be sight-reading, aural tests, and a short interview. 
Candidates should also be prepared to offer a piece on 

further instruments, if applicable. The school is looking to 
support musicians who play an instrument and offer singing 
or another instrument as a second study. In addition to 
the award, successful candidates will receive free tuition in 
school on their principal instrument of one lesson per week 
during term time. First study singers are also encouraged 
to apply, given the extensive choral programme at Taunton 
School.
The Director of Music, Toby Carden, is pleased to meet 
prospective Music scholars at any time throughout the year 
to discuss their prospects informally, answer questions, and 
show them round the Music School. 

Application process
Prior to the Art Scholarship Day, you need to complete, record and submit Tasks A and B as described below.

•	 Bring the outcomes of Tasks A and B with you (i.e. the original artworks). 
Remember to add your name on the back.

•	 Complete a 1-hour Drawing task.
•	 Attend a short interview with the Head of Department or fill in a brief 

questionnaire. The approach will depend on the number of applicants.
•	 Participate in an Art History or Specialist Vocabulary Challenge. 

ART SCHOLARSHIP DAY

mailto:lotte.hammer%40tauntonschool.co.uk?subject=Art%20Scholarship%20Application%202026/2027
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10 Design & Technology 

Scholarships
Being a Design & Technology scholar is an exciting, 
challenging and rewarding experience with numerous 
opportunities to work in a very well-resourced state-of-
the-art department. A successful scholar will be expected 
to participate in the co-curricular activates and initiatives 
that the department facilitates. High standards and 
commitment are expected from all scholars as they will be 
an ambassador for both the subject and the school.

The assessment will include a 60-minute design context 
exam and a 20-minute interview with the Head of Design 
and Technology. Candidates should bring a small portfolio 
of work from the past three years, including photographs 
of practical work (not the manufactured item), sketching, 
and any CAD work. The portfolio could include projects 
completed at school or elsewhere.

Drama Scholarships 
To be a Taunton School Drama Scholar, it is essential that 
candidates demonstrate their future potential through 
their ability, ambition, and by having a genuine interest 
in the subject. This will be determined by interview and 
observation of practical performance skills, including a 
group exercise demonstrating their ability to work creatively 
with others. We are looking for candidates with enthusiasm 
and commitment, who will make a positive and significant 
contribution to the theatrical life of the school. Successful 
candidates are expected to go on to take GCSE Drama.
 
For assessment, candidates should select and prepare 
two contrasting monologues of their own choosing, from 
published plays, to perform on the day. Each piece should 
last no longer than two minutes. Candidates should be 
prepared to be re-directed in one or both pieces, to see how 
well they can respond to direction. Candidates will then 
have a relaxed interview with the Head of Co-Curricular 
Drama, where they might be asked questions about their 
monologue choices, previous experience, and the reasons 
why they want the scholarship. This is an opportunity to tell 
us everything about themselves so that they feel they have 
really showed us their strengths and who they really are! At 
a point later in the day, there will be a short group exercise, 
where candidates will be asked to improvise a short scene in 
response to a given ‘title’. Candidates will have 5 minutes to 
prepare this in their group before performing it to members 
of the Drama Department.
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Sports Scholarships
The Taunton School Sport Scholars programme is 
designed to enhance the holistic sporting experience for 
our students. In addition to providing first class coaching, 
development and performance opportunities across 
a broad range of sports, including a tailored athletic 
development programme, our scholars gain access to 
weekly enrichment and extension sessions based on the 
five facets of fitness: Mindset, Movement, Nutrition, Sleep, 
and Recovery. We have external industry experts, providing 
lectures, workshops, and interactive sessions, as well as 
guest speakers including Olympic Gold medallists, current 
sporting professionals, and our own Heads of Sport who 
provide a wealth of experience. The entire programme is 
designed to allow our students to reach their personal best 
in whatever field they choose.
All Sport Scholars are expected to commit fully to the 
wider sport programme, representing the school in a 
variety of sports, when selected. They will be leaders in the 
school, influencing and impacting positively on all through 
engagement, positivity and GRIT.
Scholarships are awarded to candidates of outstanding 
ability or potential in the field of Sports. They presuppose 
a high degree of motivation and commitment on the part 
of the candidate. Candidates will be required to attend a 
practical assessment and interview.
The assessment will comprise of three parts: 

Athletic Development Assessment: this will include a 
series of practical activities that test, for example, change of 
direction, muscular power, muscular endurance and speed.

PART 1

Sport Specific Assessments: candidates will be assessed 
in at least two of our core sports, ensuring they can 
represent the school at the highest level in at least two 
terms. 
Female core sports: Term 1 – Hockey, Term 2 – Netball, 
Term 3 – Cricket, Tennis, Athletics or Swimming.
Male core sports: Term 1 – Rugby, Term 2 – Hockey, Term 
3 – Cricket, Tennis, Athletics or Swimming.

Candidates that choose swimming as their chosen sport 
will undergo a trial in the pool. If athletics is chosen, 
candidates should make the school aware of their ‘Power 
of 10’ results; alternatively, candidates can bring their 
personal best times/distances before being assessed in the 
Athletic Development Sessions.

PART 2

At the interview, the candidate will be asked to demonstrate 
a strong commitment and attitude to sport through their 
clubs and school teams. They will be able to discuss their 
own ability and experiences, and will have clear ambitions 
of their sporting future. 

Along with an application, appropriate records of success 
and/or references from school, club or county coaches, 
should be submitted if applicable.

PART 3

CASE STUDIES: 
CALEB’S STORY 

Caleb joined Taunton School in Year 9 with scholarships for his 
distinguished academic and musical ability. Caleb relishes the many co-
curricular activities provided; not only does he enjoy rugby and athletics, 
as well as various music groups and social societies, but Caleb was also 
successful in reaching the regional finals in a debating competition, 
throughout which he received vast amounts of support from his teachers. 
‘Taunton School gives me the chance every day in every part of school life 
to pursue anything that is on offer’.
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13+ SCHOLARS: 
CHECKLIST 

13+ Scholarship entry form
Please complete the scholarship form on this page.

Financial circumstances form
Please download this form here and submit with scholarship application if fee assistance is required 
in addition to any scholarship award.

Personal Statement
Please submit with all entries.

Registration fee
A registration fee of £150 should accompany the registration form for new students.

School report
Please include a copy of the candidate’s most recent school report.

Deadline
Application deadline is 11th December 2026.

For more information visit www.tauntonschool.co.uk
email registrar@tauntonschool.co.uk or call 01823 703702

https://www.tauntonschool.co.uk/explore/admissions/scholarships-assisted-places/
https://www.tauntonschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Bursary-application-form-and-notes-March-2021V2.pdf
http://www.tauntonschool.co.uk
mailto:registrar%40tauntonschool.co.uk?subject=
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16+
SCHOLARSHIPS
2027 ENTRY

Recognising Potential
Scholarships recognise and celebrate exceptional potential 
in academia, art, drama, music and sport. Scholars 
benefit from carefully-tailored guidance, support, and 
encouragement from specialist staff throughout their 
journey at Taunton School, as well as inspiring enrichment 
and extension opportunities, including our weekly scholars’ 
sessions. 16+ Scholarship offer awards typically range 
between 10% and 30% of the tuition fee, with offers of up 
to 35% awarded in exceptional circumstances. Candidates 
need to demonstrate outstanding potential in their chosen 
discipline and meet the criteria for each award entered as 
set out in this brochure. 

Successful students will be hugely committed to their life 
at school, positively influencing the community with their 
passion and hard work.

Scholarships are awarded on merit and potential. The 
successful candidates will have good predicted grades at 
(I)GCSE, show themselves to be aware of contemporary 
issues, and should be able to describe their interests with 
enthusiasm. They will be expected to explain clearly how a 
scholarship award will help them to realise their ambitions.

16+ SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
SIXTH FORM SEPTEMBER 2027 ENTRY

How to Apply
The Headteacher of the candidate’s present school should 
be advised of the scholarship application, as she/he will be 
approached for a confidential reference.  
All candidates are required to complete and submit the 
entry form along with any other requirements shown below. 
As part of their application, candidates are required to 
submit a personal statement including their scholarly 
interests and ambitions, up to a maximum of 500 words. 
Please ensure all supporting documents, school reports  
and personal statements are sent before this closing date. 
We will acknowledge all applications and contact you after 
the entry deadline to provide information on timings of 
assessments and interviews.
For any further information, please contact Julie Amann, 
Admissions Manager, by calling 01823 703702 or emailing 
registrar@tauntonschool.co.uk. 

Friday 30th October 2026
This is the deadline to submit all Sixth Form scholarship 
entries including personal statements, supporting evidence 
and references.

Wednesday 18th November 2026
Art, Design & Technology, Drama and Music 
assessment day.

Thursday 19th November 2026
Academic assessment day. 

Friday 20th November 2026
Sports assessment/interview day.

Wednesday 2nd December 2026
Offers for 16+ Scholarships will arrive on or after this date.

KEY DATES

Financial Support
Consideration may also be given to Assisted Places 
(bursaries) which can be added to a scholarship offer and 
are awarded at the Headmaster’s discretion.  If an Assisted 
Place is being applied for, a financial circumstances form 
should accompany the scholarship entry.

mailto:registrar%40tauntonschool.co.uk?subject=
https://www.tauntonschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Bursary-application-form-and-notes-March-2021V2.pdf
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Academic Scholarships
In the Sixth Form our academic scholars are expected to work to achieve the highest levels of academic attainment. Students 
will be expected to have high aspirations alongside a passionate curiosity for learning. Academic scholars will be offered 
frequent opportunities to challenge themselves, develop their intellect and prepare themselves for competitive university or 
degree apprenticeship applications.

The Academic scholarship day will consist of:
Written papers in two subjects of the candidates choosing:

•	 Candidates may choose from Biology, Chemistry, English, French, German, Geography, History, Latin, Maths, Philosophy and 
Religion, Physics, Spanish, Classical Civilisations

•	 Each paper will be 1 hour long
•	 The papers will expect students to have a good grasp of the subject at GCSE level
•	 The papers will be problem-solving, as opposed to content focused

Two interviews:
•	 A general character interview
•	 A critical thinking interview where students will be asked to comment on an unseen text

There will also be two non-assessed components of the day:
•	 A taster scholars’ session
•	 A tour of the school

Art Scholarships
Being an Art Scholar is an exciting and privileged opportunity which requires you to demonstrate a real passion for your 
chosen art form. Candidates will need to be committed to representing the school and making a positive contribution to the 
school community. Studying an Arts subject develops many skills such as creative thinking, problem-solving, self-expression, 
risk-taking, and cooperation. There are challenging workshops for Art Scholars, where students will experience visual creativity 
at the highest level as well as learning more about how they learn. The scholarship is aimed at students who are artistic, have 
spent a lot of time in school developing their artistic talents, and have the utmost ambition to progress further.

PART 3

For Task A, you will need:
•	 A piece of fruit
•	 A fork, knife or spoon
•	 A patterned tea towel
•	 An A3 piece of paper
•	 A set of graphite pencils (e.g. HB, 2B and 6B)
•	 A range of rubbers (e.g. a normal eraser and a 

putty rubber)

On a table, arrange the 3 objects listed above. Make 
sure they create an exciting  composition. Spend 
maximum 3 hours drawing this arrangement, using 
pencils, rubbers and paper only (i.e. time the process). 
You must draw from life, your drawing should be 
freehand and NOT derived/copied from photographs or 
screen images. 
AI generated images will not be accepted. Please use 
your mobile phone to produce a time-lapse recording 
of the drawing process. Make sure we can see the 
arrangement of objects, your drawing, your hand and 
your face. In order for us to check that you are who you 
say you are, please include the relevant page/s from 
your passport. Finally, remember to take a high-quality 
photograph of your artwork.

TASK A
For Task B, you will need:
•	 A piece of fruit
•	 A fork, knife or spoon
•	 A patterned tea towel
•	 An A3 piece of paper
•	 A range of materials of your choice

On a table, arrange the 3 objects listed above. Make sure 
they create an exciting composition. Spend maximum 
3 hours creating a mixed media artwork based on this 
arrangement (i.e. time the process). The materials, 
processes and techniques are up to you. You must work 
from life, rather than from pictures, photographs or screens. 
AI generated images will not be accepted. Please use 
your mobile phone to produce a time-lapse recording of 
the process. Make sure we can see the arrangement of 
objects, your mixed media artwork, your hand and your 
face. In order for us to check that you are who you say you 
are, please include the relevant page/s from your passport. 
Finally, remember to take a high-quality photograph of your 
artwork. 

TASK B

Please submit the following 4 files as attachments to an email to the Head of Art and 
Photography at Taunton School: Dr Lotte Hammer (lotte.hammer@tauntonschool.co.uk). 
•	 A high-quality photograph of the observational drawing (i.e. the outcome of Task A) 

Make sure it is a JPEG/JPG file.
•	 A time-lapse recording of Task A (MP4 file).
•	 A high-quality photograph of your mixed media artwork (i.e. the outcome of Task B). 

Make sure it is a JPEG/JPG file.
•	 A time-lapse recording of Task B (MP4 file).
Please note we are unable to accept other digital files, formats or submission methods. 

SUBMIT

Application process
Prior to the Art Scholarship Day, you need to complete, record and submit Tasks A and B as described below.

mailto:lotte.hammer%40tauntonschool.co.uk?subject=Art%20Scholarship%20Application%202026/2027
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Design & Technology 
Scholarships
Design & Technology Scholars benefit from an exciting, 
challenging and rewarding experience with boundless 
opportunities in a very well-resourced, state-of-the-art 
department. 
A successful scholar will be able to become a leader 
in a variety of co-curricular activities provided by the 
department.  This includes Greenpower which is an 
important club for those looking at becoming engineers 
in the future. Scholars will focus on being innovative in 
the design, development and manufacture of solutions to 
problems. Scholars are also expected to help other students 
in the use of CAD. A sound knowledge of Autodesk Fusion, 
and/or Solidworks is expected.  
The Design and Technology department is a vibrant, 
creative and successful environment which helps to 
stimulate and enthuse each student.
High standards and commitment are expected from 
scholars who must consider themselves ambassadors for 
both the subject and the school.  
Candidates will sit a one hour examination and discuss 
their design portfolio (including photographs of a product 
or products they have made) with the Head of Design and 
Technology. 

Drama Scholarships 
Our Drama Scholars play an integral part in the academic 
and co-curricular life at Taunton School. They are 
ambitious and proactive: grasping all opportunities offered 
to them. They participate fully in our co-curricular theatre 
programme and are excellent ambassadors for the Drama 
Department. We believe that the subject plays a pivotal 
role in the culture of our school, offering transferable skills 
for every student’s future, in particular the development 
of social skills, presentation skills and increasing their 
confidence levels. In recent years, the department has 
delivered a number of opportunities to participate in 
workshops with professional theatre companies and taken 
trips see live theatre productions, such as Frantic Assembly’s 
Metamorphosis and As You Like It at the Globe Theatre in 
London.

For assessment, candidates should select and prepare two 
contrasting monologues to perform on the day. Each piece 
should last no longer than two minutes. One should be from 

post 2000 and the other, from a Shakespeare play or from 
a Classical Greek play. Candidates should be prepared to 
be re-directed in one or both pieces, to see how well they 
can respond to direction.
Candidates will then have a relaxed interview with staff 
members from the Drama Department, where they might 
be asked questions about their monologue choices and 
your preparation process for your performance, as well as 
your previous theatrical experience, and the reasons why 
you want the scholarship. This is an opportunity to tell us 
everything about yourself so that you feel you have really 
showed us your strengths and who you really are.

At a point later in the day, there will be a short group 
exercise, where you will be asked to improvise a short scene 
in response to a given stimulus. Candidates will have five 
minutes to prepare this in their group before performing it 
to members of the Drama Department.

•	 Bring the outcomes of Tasks A and B with you (i.e. the original artworks). 
Remember to add your name on the back.

•	 Complete a 1-hour Drawing task.
•	 Attend a short interview with the Head of Department or fill in a brief 

questionnaire. The approach will depend on the number of applicants.
•	 Participate in an Art History or Specialist Vocabulary Challenge. 

ART SCHOLARSHIP DAY
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Music Scholarships 
Music Scholars are offered outstanding opportunities to 
develop their passions and skills in a vibrant department, 
with a full co-curricular programme encompassing a 
variety of musical styles. A passion for music is vital, and 
although there is no absolute requirement of an ABRSM 
practical level, all Music Scholars are expected to perform 
to a high standard. Carefully-tailored specialist pathways 
are developed individually with scholars, to support musical 
performance at the highest level. Successful candidates are 
often working at around Grade 7 level or beyond. 
Candidates will be asked to perform two contrasting pieces 
at an assessment; there will also be sight-reading, aural 
tests, and a short interview.
Candidates should be prepared to offer a piece on further 
instruments, if applicable. In addition to the award, 
successful candidates will receive free tuition in school on 
their principal instrument of one lesson per week during 
term time. First study singers are also encouraged to apply, 
given the extensive choral programme at Taunton School.

The Director of Music, Toby Carden, is pleased to meet 
prospective Music Scholars at any time throughout the year 
to discuss their prospects informally, answer questions, and 
show them round the Music School.

Sport Scholarships
The Taunton School Sport Scholars’ programme is 
designed to enhance the holistic sporting experience for 
our students. In addition to providing first class coaching, 
development and performance opportunities across 
a broad range of sports, including a tailored athletic 
development programme, our scholars gain access to 
weekly enrichment and extension sessions based on the 
five facets of fitness: Mindset, Movement, Nutrition, Sleep , 
and Recovery. We have external industry experts, providing 
lectures, workshops, and interactive sessions, as well as 
guest speakers including Olympic Gold medallists, current 
sporting professionals, and our own Heads of Sport who 
provide a wealth of experience. The entire programme is 
designed to allow our students to reach their personal best 
in whatever field they choose.
All Sport Scholars are expected to commit fully to the 
wider sport programme, representing the school in a 
variety of sports, when selected. They will be leaders in the 
school, influencing and impacting positively on all through 
engagement, positivity and GRIT.
Scholarships are awarded to candidates of outstanding 
ability or potential in the field of Sports. They presuppose 
a high degree of motivation and commitment on the part 
of the candidate. Candidates will be required to attend a 
practical assessment and interview.
Candidates applying for Sport Scholarships should 
complete the 16+ entry form. Exceptional ability and 
potential must be shown in at least one of the core Taunton 
School sports. The core sports are athletics, cricket, hockey, 
netball, rugby, swimming and tennis. Candidates should 
also bring along any appropriate records of sporting 
success to their assessment day.
The assessment will be comprised of three parts: 

Athletic Development Assessment: this will include a 
series of practical activities that assessments, for example, 
change of direction, muscular power, muscular endurance 
and speed.

PART 1

Sport Specific Assessments: candidates will be assessed 
in at least one (can be two) of our core sports, ensuring they 
can represent the school at the highest level in at least one 
term with good level representation in the other two. 
Female core sports: Term 1 – Hockey, Term 2 – Netball, 
Term 3 – Cricket, Tennis, Athletics or Swimming
Male core sports: Term 1 – Rugby, Term 2 – Hockey, Term 
3 – Cricket, Tennis, Athletics or Swimming.
Candidates who choose swimming as their chosen sport 
will undergo a trial in the pool. If athletics is chosen, 
candidates should make the school aware of their ‘Power 
of 10’ results; alternatively, candidates can bring their 
personal best times/distances before being assessed in the 
Athletic Development Sessions.

PART 2

At the interview, the candidate will be asked to demonstrate 
a strong commitment and attitude to sport through their 
clubs and school teams. They will be able to discuss their 
own ability and experiences, and will have clear ambitions 
of their sporting future. 
Along with an application, appropriate records of success 
and/or references from school, club or county coaches, 
should be submitted if applicable.

PART 3
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Charlie joined the Taunton School community having been awarded 
a scholarship for his excellence in the Performing Arts. The school has 
continuously supported Charlie, who has formed strong relationships with 
staff and other students. Charlie praises the varied opportunities offered 
by the school; he not only enjoys the debating society, drama and music 
departments, but has also taken the opportunity to speak publicly about 
homophobia on the English Speaking Union Platform, for which the 
support Charlie has received is unrivalled: ‘I am completely indebted to 
Taunton School’.

CASE STUDIES: 
CHARLIE’S STORY 

16+ SCHOLARS: 
CHECKLIST 

16+ Scholarship entry form
Please complete the scholarship form on this page.

Financial circumstances form
Please download this form here and submit with scholarship application if fee assistance is required 
in addition to any scholarship award.

Personal Statement
Please submit with all entries.

Registration fee
A registration fee of £150 should accompany the registration form for new students.

School report
Please include a copy of the candidate’s most recent school report.

Deadline
Application deadline is 30th October 2026.

For more information visit www.tauntonschool.co.uk
email registrar@tauntonschool.co.uk or call 01823 703702

https://www.tauntonschool.co.uk/explore/admissions/scholarships-assisted-places/
https://www.tauntonschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Bursary-application-form-and-notes-March-2021V2.pdf
mailto:registrar%40tauntonschool.co.uk?subject=
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INTERNATIONAL 
BACCALAUREATE
SCHOLARSHIPS
2027 ENTRY

What is the 
International 
Baccalaureate?
Taunton School has been offering the IB Diploma since 
becoming an IB World School in 2007. During that time 
over 400 students have obtained the diploma and its 
popularity continues to grow not just with students, but also 
with universities and employers.
The two-year IB course appeals to the academic all-
rounder, allowing them to study a broad range of subjects 
in the Sixth Form. It consists of nine elements: six academic 
subjects and three core components called the Theory of 
Knowledge (TOK), Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS) 
and the Extended Essay (EE). 

IB SCHOLARSHIPS
SEPTEMBER 2026

Background
The lan Evans-Lombe International Baccalaureate 
Scholarship Fund forms part of the Foundation Funds. The 
gift was made by the Trustees of Mr Evans-Lombe with the 
objective of advancing the education of children who could 
not otherwise afford the school’s education by awarding 
a full fee scholarship to one student starting in the Lower 
Sixth each year. This may be distributed to more than one 
applicant based on merit and financial need. 
Ian Evans-Lombe had a very successful career in the City 

of London. He retired to Somerset but sadly died with 
lung cancer in 2007. He left the entire value of his estate 
to charities. Ian never knew Taunton School or the lasting 
difference this can make for these students but we feel 
humbled by his choice to help young people who he did not 
know and incredibly grateful that he could be so generous.
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•	Former Sixth Form IB student

•	Mathematics and Economics, London School of Economics

•	MSc Mathematics and Finance, Imperial College London

“The IB at Taunton School provided the academic challenge I needed to pursue 
Mathematics and Economics at university and it was the perfect preparation for my 
career as a Quantitative Researcher at hedge fund Marshall Wace.”

•	Former IB Student

•	Social Sciences, University College London

•	Global Corporate Graduate Role at Ramsay Health Care and involved in 
radio and TV work

“My advice to anyone thinking of studying the IB at Taunton School is know that it 
is truly not as daunting as people make it sound. I was able to work a part-time job, 
and undertake extra-curricular activities alongside my studies very easily.”

CASE STUDIES: 
VALENTIN PECHNIKOV 

NINA PORTER 

Friday 30th October 2026
IB (Evans-Lombe) Scholarship Application Deadline.

Thursday 19th November 2026
IB (Evans-Lombe) Scholarship Day. 
This will include a tour of the school, a Theory of 
Knowledge (TOK) group activity, 1 hr written papers 
in two subjects of your choosing and an interview with 
members of Senior School Management Team.

KEY DATES
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IB SCHOLARS: 
CHECKLIST 

IB Scholarship entry form
Please complete the scholarship form on this page.

Financial circumstances form
Please download this form here and submit with scholarship application if fee assistance is required 
in addition to any scholarship award.

Personal Statement
Please submit with all entries (maximum 500 words).

Registration fee
A registration fee of £150 should accompany the registration form for new students.

School report
Please include a copy of the candidate’s most recent school report.

Deadline
Application deadline is 30th October 2026.

For more information visit www.tauntonschool.co.uk
email registrar@tauntonschool.co.uk or call 01823 703702

https://www.tauntonschool.co.uk/explore/admissions/scholarships-assisted-places/
https://www.tauntonschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Bursary-application-form-and-notes-March-2021V2.pdf
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www.tauntonschool.co.uk

Staplegrove Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA2 6AE

Admissions
registrar@tauntonschool.co.uk

01823 703702
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