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Welcome
Introduction

Welcome to the Spring Edition of Taunton 
School’s ‘What’s On’ brochure, sharing 
an exciting selection of our calendar 
highlights.

We are thrilled to share such a wide 
variety of events from across our Nursery, 
Pre-Prep, Prep and Senior Schools. From 
drama productions and music recitals, 
to talks, debates and social events; we 
hope that you will come and join us to 
celebrate the educational endeavours of 
our students, staff and community.

Our ‘What’s On’ brochure highlights some 
but not all of our school events and sport 
fixtures; we recommend that you continue 
to check our main school calendar, 
accessed at calendar.tauntonschool.co.uk.

We very much hope you will be able to join 
us for some of our events and look forward 
to welcoming you to Taunton School soon.

Key

Academic Enrichment

Dance

Drama

Music

Open Days / General

Sport

Open to the Taunton School Community and
Public



January

January Overview
Friday 9th 	 Pre-Prep and Nursery  
	 Open Morning

Wednesday 14th 	 Teatime Concert

Friday 16th 	 Year 9 GCSE Information 
	 Evening and Teacher  
	 Consultation Meetings

Saturday 17th 	 Bring on Year 3 Event

Monday 19th 	 ESU Public Speaking 
	 Competition

Tuesday 20th 	 TPS Performing Arts Café

	 Chamber Music Concert

Wednesday 21st	 Year 10 IGCSE Drama  
	 Assessment

Thursday 22nd 	 TPPS Phonics Workshop  
	 for Parents

Friday 23rd 	 Burke Debate  
	 - Students’ Choice

Monday 26th 	 The Philosophy Man

Tuesday 27th 	 TPS Performing  
	 Arts Café 

	 ESU Schools’ Mace  
	 - Senior Debating	

Wednesday 28th 	 Teatime Concert

Friday 30th 	 Year 12 Oxbridge 
	 Information Evening

Saturday 31st  	 Virtual Open Event

TPPS       

Pre-Prep and Nursery Open Morning
Come and discover what makes Taunton Pre-Prep & Nursery such a special place for your child’s early 
learning journey. Explore our vibrant classrooms, meet our dedicated team, and experience the warmth 
and creativity of life at TPPS.

9 January / 9.00am / TPPS, Nursery

TS        

Teatime Concert
A relaxed opportunity for musicians from a range of year groups to showcase their performing skills.  
Tea and cake provided!

14 January / 5.15pm / GWR

TS        

Year 9 GCSE Information 
Evening and Teacher 
Consultation Meetings
An opportunity to explore our various GCSE curriculum 
pathways and meet with subject teachers to discuss your  
child’s options.

16 January / 6.00pm / Theatre



TPPS

TPPS Phonics 
Workshop for Parents
Join us for an engaging and informative Phonics 
Workshop for parents, designed to help you better 
understand how your child learns to read. During 
this interactive session, you’ll explore the key  
principles of phonics, discover the strategies we 
use in School, and pick up practical tips to support 
reading at home.

22 January / 6.00pm / TPPS

TPPS/TPS       

Bring on Year 3 Event
An opportunity for parents of pupils in Year 2 to tour the Prep School, meet the Senior Management 
Team and the current Year 3 class teachers. Year 2 pupils are invited to experience a Saturday Morning 
Enrichment session. 

17 January / 9.00am / Densham Suite

TPS               

TPS Performing  
Arts Café
Selected music, dance and drama 
performances from TPS pupils in an informal 
setting. Parents very welcome. Refreshments 
available in the Chapel Foyer from 4.00pm.

20 January / 4.30pm / Chapel

TS         

Chamber Music 
Concert
Chamber music groups present a range  
of short pieces in the Chapel.

20 January / 6.45pm / Chapel

TS      

ESU Public Speaking 
Competition
The ESU is a national competition for public 
speaking. This event is round two, where out of 
eight teams, three will go forward to the finals in 
London. 

19 January / 4.30pm / Sixth Form Centre

TS         

Year 10 IGCSE Drama 
Assessment
Please join us as our Year 10 IGCSE Drama students  
perform their assessment pieces based on the work of 
Edward Hopper. 

21 January / 6.00pm / Theatre

   

TS          

Burke Debate - 
Students’ Choice
The Burke Debate Society, the 
school’s oldest society, remains a 
beacon of intellectual exploration. 
The Burke offers students a unique 
platform to delve into current affairs 
and thought-provoking discussions. 
It also offers the chance to hone 
debating skills in a public setting.

23 January / 6.45pm / Theatre 

TPS      

The Philosophy Man
We are thrilled to announce that The Philosophy 
Man will be visiting TPS! Known for his engaging 
and interactive approach to philosophy, he will 
lead our Year 7 and 8 students through thought-
provoking activities designed to spark curiosity and 
critical thinking. Expect lively discussions, creative 
challenges, and plenty of opportunities to explore 
life’s big questions in a fun and accessible workshop.

26 January / 8.30am / Old Library



TS        

Teatime Concert
A relaxed opportunity for musicians from a range of year groups to showcase their performing skills. Tea 
and cake provided!

28 January / 5.15pm / GWR

TPS               

TPS Performing Arts Café
Selected music, dance and drama performances from TPS pupils in an informal setting. Parents very 
welcome. Refreshments available in the Chapel Foyer from 4.00pm.

27 January / 4.30pm / Chapel

TS          

ESU Schools’ Mace  
- Senior Debating
The second round of the English Speaking Union’s Schools’ Mace 
debating competition sees teams of three from across the South 
West debate given motions. It is judged by members of the ESU 
based on the persuasiveness of the arguments - content, method, 
and style are rewarded. Having been one of the successful teams 
in the previous heat, Taunton School hosts - and competes - in 
Round 2!

27 January / 5.30pm / Old Library 

TS                 

Year 12 Oxbridge Information Evening
Year 12 students and parents are warmly invited to learn more about our Oxbridge Preparation 
Programme.

30 January / 6.30pm / Sixth Form Centre

TS        

Virtual Open Event
Join us for our Virtual Open Event and discover what makes Taunton School exceptional. Explore our 
outstanding co-curricular opportunities, world-class facilities across our 56-acre campus, and the wide 
range of academic subjects and pathways available. With dedicated and caring staff, we empower every 
child to find their own exceptional. Book your place today: www.tauntonschool.co.uk/explore/admissions/
visit-us

31 January  / 10.00am  / Online



TPS/TS        

Taunton Festival of the Arts 
The Taunton Festival of the Arts provides an outstanding platform for students to demonstrate their 
talents in music, drama, and dance. Through a series of adjudicated performances and workshops, 
participants benefit from expert guidance while contributing to the cultural life of our community. 

2 - 6 February / All day / Various

February Overview
Monday 2nd 	 Taunton Festival of the Arts

	 Chamber Music Day at  
	 Blundell’s School

	 EPQ presentations

Tuesday 3rd 	 TPPS Performing Arts and 	
	 Sport Information Evening

	 Oxford Schools - Regional 

	 TPS Performing Arts Café 
 
Wednesday 4th 	 Teatime Concert

	 Taunton Sessions

Thursday 5th 	 Keeling Lecture  
	 - Rupert Egerton-Smith

Saturday 7th 	 In-Person Open Morning  
	 - Prep & Senior

Sunday 8th 	 Taunton Festival of the Arts: 	
	 Piano Classes

Tuesday 10th 	 Taunton School Vocal 	 
	 Competition

Wednesday 11th 	 Teatime Concert

	 Year 12 and 13 A-Level 
	  Drama Performance  
	 Assessments

Friday 13th 	 Year 2 Swimming -  
	 Parent Open Event

Monday 23rd 	 TPS Author Visit  
	 - Ross Welford 

Wednesday 25th 	 Teatime Concert

Friday 27th 	 The Year 9 Curriculum  
	 at Taunton School

	 Burke Debate

Saturday 28th 	 Youth Speaks - District Final

February



TS        

EPQ Presentations
Join us as we celebrate our Year 13 students and 
their Extended Project Qualifications. Each student 
will present their independent research journey - 
how their ideas evolved, the academic skills they 
developed, and the transferable study techniques 
gained. This is a wonderful opportunity to see 
their growth as scholars. Students, parents, and all 
members of our community are warmly invited.

2, 3 & 4 February / 4.00pm / Sixth Form Centre

TPPS        

TPPS Performing Arts 
and Sport Information 
Evening 
This event offers an opportunity to learn more 
about our curriculum and the wide range of co-
curricular opportunities available. It will be hosted 
by Philippa Simmonds, Director of Music and 
Performing Arts, and Michelle Coleman, Head of 
Pre-Prep Sport, who will be on hand to answer any 
questions you may have.

3 February / 3.30pm / Centenary Hall

TS     

Chamber Music Day at Blundell’s School
Inter-schools’ chamber music event, featuring top Taunton School instrumental musicians performing in 
small groups for an expert guest adjudicator.

2 February / 10.00am / Blundell’s School

TS      

Oxford Schools - 
Regional (Online)
Four teams of Taunton School students will 
take part in the prestigious Oxford Schools’ 
Debating Competition, one of the largest and 
most respected debating events in the UK. This 
is a fantastic opportunity for students to develop 
critical thinking, public speaking, and teamwork 
skills while competing against schools from 
across the country.

3 February / 4.00pm / EAL Centre 

TPS               

TPS Performing Arts Café
Selected music, dance and drama performances from TPS pupils in an informal setting.   
Parents very welcome.  Refreshments available in the Chapel Foyer from 4.00pm.

3 February / 4.30pm / Chapel

TS         

Teatime Concert
A  relaxed opportunity for musicians from a range of year groups to showcase their performing skills. 
Tea and cake provided!

4 February / 5.15pm / GWR



TS           

Taunton Sessions
Talented Taunton School singers and 
songwriters perform new compositions and 
creative covers of popular songs, supported by 
our fabulous Funk Band.

4 February / 6.45pm / Theatre

TS         

Keeling Lecture 
- Rupert Egerton-
Smith
Join us for our first Keeling Lecture of the 
year as world-renowned concert pianist and 
Steinway Artist Rupert Egerton-Smith takes us 
on a journey through music and history. In this 
captivating lecture-recital, Rupert will perform 
four works of profound historical significance, 
each followed by an insightful talk exploring 
the context, artistry, and legacy behind the 
piece. This is a rare opportunity to witness 
exceptional performance combined with expert 
commentary from one of the leading pianists of 
our time. Book your ticket via the QR code.

5 February / 7.00pm / Theatre Foyer / Chapel

TPS/TS                   

In-Person Open 
Morning - Prep  
& Senior
We would be delighted to welcome parents to 
our upcoming In-Person Open Morning, where 
they can discover the exceptional opportunities 
available at Taunton School. During the event, 
they will have the chance to meet our Senior and 
Prep Heads, James Johnson and Ed Burnett, along 
with members of the Senior Leadership Teams and 
teaching staff. They will also enjoy a guided tour of 
our Senior School campus and, most importantly, 
connect with our students to experience life at 
Taunton first-hand. 

7 February / 9.30am / Taunton Prep School & 
Taunton School

TPS/TS         

Taunton Festival of the 
Arts: Piano Classes
Piano classes of the Taunton Festival of the Arts, hosted in 
the Gwyn Williams Room, featuring competitive solo piano 
classes with an external adjudicator.

8 February / 9.00am / GWR

TS         

Taunton School Vocal 
Competition
This competition celebrates the very best of Taunton 
School’s vocalists, with performances across classical and 
contemporary categories. The event will feature singers 
from all year groups, offering a wonderful opportunity to 
appreciate an impressive range of musical achievements. We 
are delighted to be joined by Jenna Brown, FRSA - vocal health 
specialist and chair of the Association of Singing Teachers - 
West of England, as adjudicator for the competition.

10 February / 6.45pm / Chapel



TS         

Teatime Concert
A relaxed opportunity for musicians from a range of year groups to showcase their performing skills. 
Tea and cake provided!

11 February / 5.15pm / GWR

TS         

Year 12 and 13 A-Level Drama Performance 
Assessments
Experience an inspiring evening of theatre as Year 12 students present their devised interpretations of 
‘Modern Prometheus’ and ‘Butterbox’. The showcase also features compelling individual performances 
from our Year 13 cohort; not an evening to be missed!

11 February / 6.00pm / Theatre 

TPPS        

Year 2 Swimming - 
Parent Open Event
We are pleased to invite parents of Year 2 students 
to come along and watch their swimming session. 
This is a great opportunity to see the progress the 
children are making in the water and to celebrate 
their growing confidence and skills.

13 February / 10.05am / TPS Pool

TPS      

TPS Author Visit  
- Ross Welford  
Ross Welford, bestselling author of ‘Time Travelling 
with a Hamster’ and other much-loved novels, will 
be sharing his journey as a writer, offering insights 
into the creative process, and inspiring our pupils to 
explore the power of storytelling.

23 February / All day / TPS

TS         

Teatime Concert
A relaxed opportunity for musicians from a range of year groups to showcase their performing skills.  
Tea and cake provided!

25 February / 5.15pm / GWR

TPS/TS          

The Year 9 
Curriculum at 
Taunton School
Year 8 parents are warmly invited to explore 
the Year 9 curriculum in preparation for the 
transition to the Senior School.

27 February / 5.30pm / Chapel



TS            

Burke Debate 
The Burke Debate Society, the School’s oldest 
society, remains a beacon of intellectual 
exploration. The Burke offers students a unique 
platform to delve into current affairs and thought-
provoking discussions. It also offers the chance to 
hone debating skills in a public setting. 

27 February / 7.00pm / Old Library

TS          

Youth Speaks  
- District Final 
The final of the distract Rotary debating competition. 
Hosted for its second year at Taunton School, we 
look forward to hearing the thoughts of a wide range 
of young people.

28 February / 9.00am / Old Library

March Overview
Wednesday 4th 	 Teatime Concert

	 Legally Blonde: The Musical

Thursday 5th 	 World Book Day

	 Legally Blonde: The Musical 
 
Friday 6th 	 Legally Blonde: The Musical

Saturday 7th 	 Legally Blonde: The Musical

Sunday 8th 	 Rotary Club Young 		
	 Musicians’ Competition

	 West of England Rugby 	
	 Sevens Tournament

Monday 9th 	 Year 11 Oxbridge 
	 Information Evening

Thursday 12th 	 TPPS Year 1 Sharing 
	 Assembly

Friday 13th 	 Year 8 Production  
	  ‘Newsies’

Saturday 14th 	 Year 8 Production  
	 ‘Newsies’

Monday 16th 	 Three Days of  
	 National Cultures

	 Evening Recital

Tuesday 17th	 Inter-House History  
	 Society Quiz

Wednesday 18th 	 Teatime Concert

Thursday 19th 	 TPPS Year 2  
	 Sharing Assembly

	 Spring Concert

Friday 20th 	 Charity Day in aid of  
	 Comic Relief

	 CCF Biennial  
	 Inspection Day

	 TPS Dance Show

Saturday 21st	 Bring on Year 7 Event

Monday 23rd	 Year 10 IGCSE  
	 Scripted Assessment

Tuesday 24th	 TPS Performing Arts Café

Wednesday 25th	 Teatime Concert

Thursday 26th	 Reception Sharing 		
	 Assembly	

	 All Stars Staff v Students’ 	
	 Debate - RAG Event

Friday 27th	 Reception Mother’s Day 	
	 Tea Party



TS           

Legally Blonde: The Musical 
Get ready for a splash of pink-powered energy as Taunton School presents Legally Blonde: The 
Musical. The production will be performed in Taunton’s largest professional theatre and arts centre, 
The Brewhouse. Filled with humour, lively music, and memorable characters, this production 
highlights the talent and enthusiasm of Taunton School’s performers. Tickets available through 
Taunton School’s TicketSource page (optional donation). Suitable for viewers aged 8 and above. 

4 - 7 March / 7.15pm / Brewhouse Theatre, Taunton
7 March / 2.30pm / Brewhouse Theatre, Taunton

TS              

Teatime Concert
A relaxed opportunity for musicians from a range of year groups to showcase their performing skills. Tea 
and cake provided!

4 March / 5.15pm / GWR

TPS, TPPS, NURSERY        

World Book 
Day
A day of imagination and 
creativity! As well as dressing up as 
a book character, there will be fun 
activities, opportunities to share 
favourite stories, and plenty of 
ways to explore new books.

5 March / All day 

TS        

Rotary Club 
Young Musicians’ 
Competition
Regional young musicians’ 
competition, hosted by the Rotary 
Club, in the Chapel and Music School.

8 March / 9.00am / Chapel/GWR

March



TS        

West of England Rugby Sevens Tournament
Join us for a thrilling day of Rugby 7s as Taunton School proudly hosts the West of England 7s U18 Boys’ 
Tournament. Featuring the finest senior 7s squads from across the South, South West, and Wales, this 
event promises fast-paced action, top-level talent, and an incredible atmosphere.

8 March / 9.00am / The Front

TS                    

Year 11 Oxbridge Information Evening
Year 11 students and parents are warmly invited to learn more about our Oxbridge  
Preparation Programme.

9 March / 6.30pm / Sixth Form Centre

TPPS            

TPPS Year 1 Sharing Assembly
Parents are warmly invited to attend the Year 1 Sharing Assembly where you will have the opportunity 
to learn more about what pupils have been exploring this term and hear all about their favourite 
moments. Refreshments will be served from 8.00am with the performance taking place from 8.30 – 
9.00am.

12 March / 8.30am / Centenary Hall



TS              

Three Days of National 
Cultures
A series of events culminating in the Culture Fair to 
celebrate the numerous and diverse cultures that we are 
lucky to have at Taunton School.

16 - 18 March / Various

TS           

Evening Recital
A range of stylish musical performances in the 
Chapel - this event will include recordings of A-Level 
performances.

16 March / 6.45pm / Chapel

TPS                   

Year 8 Production - ‘Newsies’
Newsies is a high-energy musical inspired by the 1899 New York City newsboys’ strike. Featuring rousing songs 
and dynamic choreography, it tells the story of Jack Kelly and his fellow “newsies” as they fight for justice against 
powerful publishers, celebrating resilience, friendship, and the power of standing together.

13 March / 2.00pm & 6.30pm / Theatre Foyer and Theatre
14 March / 2.00pm  / Theatre Foyer and Theatre



TS                   

Teatime Concert
A relaxed opportunity for musicians from a range of year 
groups to showcase their performing skills. Tea and cake 
provided!

18 March / 5.15pm / GWR

TPPS          

TPPS Year 2 Sharing Assembly
Parents are warmly invited to attend the Year 2 Sharing Assembly where you will have the opportunity to 
learn more about what pupils have been exploring this term and hear all about their favourite moments. 
Refreshments will be served from 8.00am with the performance taking place from 8.30 – 9.00am.

19 March / 8.30am / Centenary Hall

TS       

Inter-House History Society Quiz
The Inter-House Quiz returns, and in style! Assemble your House teams and compete against your peers 
for the prestigious Lisk Cup. Come armed with your best facts, your obscure trivia, and any knowledge you 
may happen to possess, and test your mettle against the most fiendish questions that the History Society 
committee can muster. Each House must field a team of four, but Houses can field more than one team.

17 March / 6.45pm / Old Library

TS                   

Spring Concert
Please join us to celebrate the musical talents of our students as Taunton School presents a spectacular 
showcase of ensemble performances. Featuring our talented choirs, bands, and orchestras, the 
evening will culminate in a captivating rendition of Saint-Saëns’ ‘Carnival of the Animals’ - a timeless 
masterpiece brought to life by our brilliantly dedicated musicians.

19 March / 6.45pm / Chapel



TPS, TPPS, NURSERY              

Charity Day in aid of Comic Relief
Nursery, TPPS and TPS are proud to raise money and show support for Comic Relief, a charity with a 
vision to live in a just world, free from poverty.  In addition to all students participating in a non-uniform 
day, there will be an abundance of fun activities led by House Leaders.  

20 March / All day / Taunton Prep School

TS        

CCF Biennial Inspection Day
The Combined Cadet Force (CCF) will hold its Biennial Inspection - a formal review conducted by a senior 
regular officer, showcasing the very best of our Contingent. Parents of CCF students are warmly invited 
to attend and observe the parade and official inspection. Following the parade, guests will have the 
opportunity to watch a selection of our Cadet training activities in action.

20 March / 3.45pm / The Front

TPS         

TPS Dance 
Show
Join us for an enchanting 
evening as our talented 
young dancers take the 
stage in a celebration of 
movement and artistry. 
Featuring elegant ballet 
and dynamic contemporary 
pieces, this showcase 
highlights creativity, 
discipline, and passion. 
A performance not to be 
missed!

20 March / 5.00pm / 
Centenary Hall

TPS          

Bring on Year 7 Event
Join us for the “Bring on Year 7” Parent Event where we will help prepare your Year 6 child for 
the exciting transition to Year 7. Meet teachers, find out more about what lies ahead, and get 
all your questions answered. Don’t miss this opportunity to ensure a smooth start to the new 
School year!

21 March / 9.00am / Densham Suite



TS           

Year 10 IGCSE 
Scripted 
Assessment
Our Year 10 IGCSE Drama 
students will present their 
scripted pieces as part of their 
formal assessment for the 
Cambridge IGCSE. This is an 
excellent opportunity to witness 
their creativity, stagecraft, and 
performance skills in action.

23 March / 6.00pm  
/ Theatre

TPS               

TPS Performing Arts 
Café
Selected music, dance and drama 
performances from TPS pupils in an informal 
setting.  Parents very welcome.  Refreshments 
available in the Chapel Foyer from 4.00pm.

24 March / 4.30pm / Chapel

TS                  

Teatime Concert
A relaxed opportunity for musicians from 
a range of year groups to showcase their 
performing skills. Tea and cake provided!

25 March / 5.15pm / GWR

TPPS          

Reception Sharing Assembly
Parents are warmly invited to come and watch the Reception Sharing Assembly where you 
will have the opportunity to learn more about what pupils have been exploring this term and 
hear all about their favourite moments. Refreshments will be served from 8.00am with the 
performance taking place from 8.30 – 9.00am.

26 March / 8.30am / Centenary Hall

TS           

All Stars  
Staff v Students’ Debate 
- RAG Event
The second Taunton School Staff v Students’ Debate, 
where the Burke Society’s senior debaters go head to 
head with an all-star staff team to celebrate the end of 
their debating commitments for the School year.

26 March / 6.45pm / Theatre



TPPS         

Reception Mother’s Day Tea Party
Mothers are warmly invited to share coffee and cake with their children at the  
Mother’s Day Tea Party.

27 March / 8.00am / Reception




